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The Deſcent of Love 
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"PHE great attention and labour beſtowed 
* upon the ' preſent tranſlation of - theſe 
Ln and the remarks which in the courſe 
of it have preſented themſelves, ſeem to re- 
quire the den ve . account *. IP. 
has been done. 
Finding, on 3 a few of the quo 
tations in the French, various errors had 
crept into the text, moſt of which, pro- 
bably, and many, certainly, were errors of 
3 it was thought neceſſary to refer 
i to the: original authors: thoſe, therefore, 
who ſhall think proper to compare the tranſ- 
lation with the French, will find many de- 
viations in the quoted paſſages; but, if they 
ſhall. pleaſe, further, to- refer to the Latin, 
Greek, and Arabic writers, cited, it is pre- 
ſumed, they will find ſuch deviations are 
not errors, hut corrections. We mean not 
0 affirm miſtakes inay not till exiſt; though 
we. ſcarcely can hope ſufficient credit will 
Vor. I. A bs 


all TRAfSLA TOR's ;PRAPAGE. 


be given-for- abe labour, beowed:in.fearch- 


ang yolemipoys;booksito: find. a. ſingle quo- 
tation. The induſtry with which M. Savary 


has read the ancients, to obtain information 
on his ſupject, aſtoniſhes tie reader a but it 
were to be wiſhed, by thoſe who are inelined 
0 refer, and examine 5 the accuracy ori ſpitit 
af, the paſſages cited; he. chad, continually 
* -; nated his editions, books, and pagesis . 0 

that they wight have been turned tar 


ont trouble. Not aware, ourſelves, of! the 
in a ee e we neglected [this 


d. in the fist, — 


partly far the ſake of uniformity; and, part- 


b. in deference to M. Savary neither ed | 
_ ocould we obtain every author, or find. 5 
335 race therefore it was, in part, 
1a V]ͤf kf 23; 07: damoigs 

Wire ws , wo note our —— 


_rwarnetias rern. ii 
_—_ e lutte: by Gar etnendskieft, 
vr truſt we thall rathes apphaufe tan 
| / vetifure/ fog; dier Dubat t 09. 
Te Leet oe words tranſlated from lah- 
| little Khon, is the Coptie AH 
A into French, arid! tente rfestraff- 
kde asu ia difßcufty freq;defitly 
| embarraſſing ; nor is the Pretich 
Sitten — —— This 
ve muſt pleack in excuſe for theſe few plices: 
here we have - committed the line fault. 


Engliſh, NG be vety- Meret. 
In ſome few plades this hae oceaſtöned u to 
vary from the! originat; but) * 
kme mot dared; wwe Mews sem 40 dc. 
figure names Which the eye has DHS, . ; 

| cnſhounge | to e. written In > another” munter. 


— &&. — — 
is, by an error bf the French, Hot detected in 
— aria ee che maß: We be- 
&6thes error of this kind ig cm 
| ihe: AH indie zul enn, 


year, and the 


S SANS VAM ARE FA GB; | 
<x88t H trifling ate be imme dietelyſem 
Fargecied, by, amintelligsgt gene 15d 

„nc calgwlation. gf the weight ob theigran | 
vibe, in cher note; Vol. IL page 4376) mißt 
from that of M. Savary; but if, inſtead qſ ala 
—.— ch him the fidesto.be.Gxty feet high, 
ect. are, dedgctgi fon the thicknes f che 

| > ewhich was ofgnether ons, the prog 
| anch den will be nearly the ame.; and this, de? 
gustiont e imagine, the authar 8 | 
Nath; ex yr TIN obe Mero ee ov 
th ncigut megſureg are generech reduced 46 10 
French, by, MaySavarys;ibuts ag thgf learned 
&; ngt all. agree in, their eſtimates, ws bayg 
generally ſubſtituad 2 Neeral, rede 
the Cteck ang L tin avrigers,. 


ſogh places, fed the- Weg eg e 55 


In- N Sr 15 Sn) od ol ds 
ehe werde, Ox and Bull, Baufand/Towrean, 
ſttenn to bays been, uſed with. arblameable im 
diſcriminatign, both by; Frnqh and. Engliſh 
writers,, when peaking: oß ancient, Egyptian 
&rities, pie, is called, the; fad, O by. 
M. Savaryy but jt. in eyident this. god: was. @- 
Bull: be. had. — preſent enn f 

ſt a „ l 


women, related NE Diodorus ef * i. 
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ken BE fate ef mitner, 
chefe taifibe little debt chic) A Wii 
e baaftns i2ud {: yiers?, M 360) mot. 
Ave Fit htc Cg e te ee 
the Hm ſräſe Wirkt M. Saekry; ad ab. 
plyiets towns, And Villages! pf 
 Nite/4b'\which boats only; bot iiþpsrafort? 
: ehotgh; fi ES," it bft) fitpilte ful | 
| Port: We have likewiſe e His petting 
of che Word Rhay /" bat" die AriBle"pro- 
Ataention is Ridge” * WI" ridhre 466" 
rt NE Hot; ale al gal 25 
ty,” be t zhe degllzeht. UE YUBSTOAIS . 
i TG giiifletinn 10 Who NT. Sent) 1d 
arefed his letters Was M. Le Monnielg ou 
fician to the King of France; firſt” 
clan to Monkebr; hir wiesen Gage o. 
m orgs ofthe Acai 68s 
codes; he” Vf. L. MEE are the Bunting of 


Saen Lecter ate che ingfils Gr His bare, and 

ile fiört Eüfsgiutt at the cbncköfon of is 

Fröfk is Rigi 46 His hönodf ? it Hes ( 

hat nabe pütpöferlhe Btiptoy Werth ffid 
3A am 10 559:PB81q Sgasn?? od bone 48% 

8 apes eli ennobgh yd batel91 ere 
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u TRAN sLAr o Rbf A ex, 


The work, in the French, is dedicated da 5 
Monficur, eldeſt brother to t 
France but we Have o 
tion, becauſe the . of addrofy: is i dif- 
ferent from any the _ language is ae- 
cuſtomed to that it | er A4 
lation either W or fol of Gallicifine; 


The. manner in which theſe letters 
VIII 2 
; been received, both in France 4 


| 18 ſuperior to any praiſe, we. can hello an 
we fhall only ſay M. Savary ä oſſeſſes a de cgree 
3g of erudlition, on, Jy mens irpagination., mn. 
fan ; which ar e ſeldom. waited; 8 „ i 
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vor 2410 bY "rl 8 aw ni, 122, Arn =_ of, 
'T | " Ls are dbe aeg inline, 
* ſchool 9 # man . "travelling, Ea” 1 
the knowledge, of. our ſpecigs 17 555 ang, 5 1 = 
among different nations, ſtu tu dying the thei ir. 15 12 
ners, religion, and government, rules, may. 
be obtained to eſtimate the manners, 18 ligiob,, 
and government of our on country. Su hh 
je& to, the. prej\ judices of education, and the, 
empire of habit, while man remains in his, 
native land, he will view.. other nations. 
through a deceptive glaſs, Which, changing 
their. forms and colours, will lead his judg- 
ment aſttay; he will be, aſtoniſhed at their | 
errors, When. he. himfelf ſhall be. tributary. 
to others equally great; he, will laugh at and 
ridicule. their cuſtoms, himſelf a ſlave to ab- 
ſurdities not leſs extravagant. 


£2281 


But, having attentively examined the x 8 
ners and genius of divers Deppe, and calcu- 
rn ge. lated 


* p 2 — DD e n err CS . 2 = — — 
— — 53 3 — * 
c 7 


| 9 begins ee —— 


the, carth, Wherever 
chiect, will become animated ryingomary: 


N P AR EA AAC N. 


late how far dgentiacn, Han. andboliniate: 
meh influence phyſiealtiandomorgloqualifieyd | 
his. Ideas ,I nan: ande italo ui: 
releaſa him from the .yoke:of prio-eoneaived: 

opinions, and, -culoms: by, Which is xrafhn; 
hacer been, enchaingd din Phen, ilogking gore 
ward bis, own, county,:jthe-film, wilb bg | 


remexed from his: cyess; hit red iſinkrs: 
will þq eradicated, jand,objecs, Mill eig 


very different aſpect ü: Stemi woH ! 


neh Ae icate daes 15 
where great, epente rr gr latter: 


bring a them o memory: ., thus. ;doubly 


enlaghtenedeccff he traverſes; thoſe esſfterm 
copntries. where moſt aſtonifhing revolutions: 
hi more than, once, changed the face of, 
his. fogtſteps e 


blen and, mountains will ſpealyc moſt ler 
quently ,1$9,his. vaderſtandiag and; bis heart, 
Nęre. beneath hramhles, nien will read che 
following. inſcgiptign, with which 

„ Sie, 


Pan OE AF 1 4 Af. 1 ov 
fatshidhdb u Ae Mefpering Bap pg IG 


— — aeagg | 
riefttetitsinwmes? the tehth Hittiſe? Aer 


_ thevinnhanchdyoreniains of Tre fattibud 4a? 
pits lle trace to fiieniory” than He? 
bled By the lo f liberty His fu 
ed) ng d nene "GP e cody af 
wind"! 1% FW Hümerbub WIH he 
He Hine Gaweck Whit Wis At W. br | 
is! How immenſe the cha Uf tecdHE Nd! 
Hep however; WIH om notice grit Atens, 
a preſcint the"realleri "RED riþicd'SAIUKES/ 
Wiek the paßt and Pfefent may early Uideg 
A ie aw Tdw 
At behelding the Hgiificeht Hitiumibiity' 
Egypt ſtim Poſſefſes he wil image he 
umi: gleple znüft Rave been RAGE WSK 
cy f an ahofent nat) RafOR ARE! 
tttle taviiges Fiume: 4 peuple who HReMed- 
to'MBour"fot immörtality, und àmélg whewe 
Orphe sg Höfer, Hereuetus; ad PIRS 
Wer t Ober Tat KHewedge with: WHRIP 
ay etiriched tir matte Rnd! 2 dw I 
| that nd! effortu hf hes kiined! 
have bare need me eit m- the 
Mſtitrreus Hefeglyphics : 6B cheſe Wealt 
2 be of! which 
5 | would 


mh; N . tn e 
' -would enfiqhten ancient hiſtorgoand, pet 


baps, caftar humüncust ray; tinto the dathhafe 
ef the firſt ages of theteartbl d, bas . 
»|pBerame: a. citizen of the world, beni 
xe ſuperior ta partiality, and, while d- 
ſeribing cities: and countries will; give uto 
truch the guidaneg of his pen! But let him 
ſhun dhe fault ef, n othep:i:truvellers,. 
aud bet make HhimfſelExths.iprimipal- gre 
in his picture, nor throw all- Ahe light eon 
himſelf, and ſhade and obfeure the other 


parts and perſons z. Jet bim avoid aftectation, ” 


|  -either, to ſheæw his ſuperior - knowledge or 
j add weight to his opinions. Such are the 
requiſites he ought to poſſeſs who would tra- 
0 vel to advantage; and ſuch the principles 
* he ſhould imbibe . To ſuperiot Intelligence, 
| and a ſpirit of obſervation, he muſt add that 
þ quick, deep, and penetrating enfibility: which 
þ alone can make himſelf o others feel, .ofted- 
N tually. Should he remain unmoved when 
1 he views the place where Pompey the great,. 
5 was, aſſaſſinated; ſhould. the wonders of 
N . Egypt not ſtrike him with aſtoniſhment 
8 and admiration ; . ſhould he not weep over 
N the auguſt ruins of Alexandria, and the loſs. 
1 of 40, ooo volumes, deroured by fire. 
/ Tae ſhould 


PRENACH * 


Hould not eulhufinfue fia him, atibe-- 
Holding tlie cruins of Dacadamon, Atheris 
and Thebes; let him beware of: writing: 
nature has not formed himito tranſmit thoſe 
foeling, thoſe ſublime imprefiions;; which 
objects ſo grand ſhould inſpire. 13 
*n1:;Sueb ſanſations, I imagine I hate chad; 
but whether I have conveyed them with 
- the force neceſſary to render my travels in- 
ctereſting che public muſt determine. If 
the reader accompanies me with pleaſure, if 
the reality of my deſcriptions bring conviction, 
if the geographical and hiſtorical details 
inſtruct, if the memorable events IJ call to 
mind are appoſite, and the parallel of ancient 
and modern manners be traced hy judgment 
and reflection, 1 ſhall have obtained the 
height of my wiſhes, and all the fatigues, 
'dangers;' and labours 1 have undergone 10 
be amply rewarded. {i oem 6&5 gon 
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LETTER I. 


bb RY de -ſeriprion of Dgypr, and of the 
changes it has undergone from the moſt remote 
 entiquity to the preſent time. Enquiries 


concerning the topography of the country, the 
labours of the Pharoabs to turn the channel 


5 ei the Nile, and the original formation and | 
Fn pn of the Delta, TY 


22 


ro M. L. M. 


Alexandria, july the 24th, 17s 


vou U deen Sir, of my ſilence, and 
claim my promiſes. Where,” ſay you, © are 


thoſe pictures of Oriental manners, which, 


knowing your inclination to obſerve, I was led 

to expect? What! have you been traverſing. 

"as theſe three years, and not written one 
r B word 


* 
word concerning a .copnt: moſt ele- 


* 73454 


brated the earth e contains ? Da 0 LE 
8901 11 l Jud 03 o1tsb VIII 01 1181 
"Such, Sir are your reproaches, By t be 

pleaſed to recollect the advice 1 vou 
Vourſelf gave me, when I left Paris, and in 
Reged you. will nd my jultißcation, 5 _ . 
& * try, among a people who v will b be new. to 

8 climate, 
«i the power of religion, the e er 
| « of ancient cuſtoms, and the tyranny which 
0 deſpotiſma exerts. over ſaffering humanity ; | 


45 


Lin theſe you muſt find the ' hiſtory of their | 
et vices and their virtues. 'To facilitate this 
1 "ſtudy . learn the Eaſtern languages z, live 
40 * among, and converſe. with, Greeks, Torks, 
< and Arabs, and, that vou may ſee them 
e « ſuch a as they are, leave, your. prejudices. be- 
v hind you. Be it your ee to paint 
< the people you behold after Natures let 
6c « the Turk reſemble. himſelf, and, do not 
Te give us a Payee, of Paris, indted of Grand 


5 cc « Cairo. 44259 Sd id fies 501 la 


FBauch were the e dictated by ypur iſ- 
dom; your judgement gave them weight, 
your friendſhip rendered them dear to me, and 


N have never Heen Aargotes, 5 Nu rde 


9910 


be G 


. Ke 


oN EGYPT. . 
- jay, ftoas 2; 1 nit D104 
of travel; pai, and labour, have been, conſe- 


11359. 2111 551810 


crated to on” hon deſire to put en in practice 3 


* * © 
. 


bel, 1 e 1 b Wer, been 8. obe : 


"ie. of 11 t, 10 thoſe revolutions $4 
time and the labaurs of man have effected ; 
at foes which. g accompanies this, letter, will 
* De of ſome affiſtance to you. in acquiring the 
rt of thele. TO the authorities of the ans 
Weleltl, the diſcoveries of Father Sicard, Po- 
cock, Niebubr, and D Anville, I have 3 
50 own obſervations, This laft geographer, 


"whoſe learned penetration could diſcover truth 
g among the numerous contradictions of tra- 


vellers, has often been of great ſervice to me 3 
nor do I ever quit him but | in places which, 
he having never ſeen, Aer Was impoiile & for 
him to ate a ha 

Egypt is badet bs tlie north by the Me- 
ate tnem, by a 4 chain of moußtäins, Which 

ſep ute ie Fünf Nubia, on the ſouth; and 
on the eaſt by the Rea Sea, and the Hh mus 

of 'Stiez; its weſtern limits are the deſerts 
bl Ubi, in the midſt of Which ſtocd the 
temple of Japiter Aminen. "Its" greateſt 
1 JETS: about” two Hindied” and rol. : 
Sn £7 OM " ww 
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five leagues, extending from Syene, which 
is ſituated under the tropic of Cancer, to 
Cape Burlos, which is the moſt projecting 


land of the Delta, and almoſt terminates the 


32d degree of latitude. | . 

Drawing a line from the ruins of Pelu- 
ſium to the tower of the Atabs, formerly cal- 
led Tapoſiris, we ſhall find its greateſt width 
to be ſixty- eight leagues; and this meaſurement 
agrees with that of the ancients, who com- 


puted fifty- four leagues; eroſſing the Delta 


from Peluſium to Canopus, and Wen Wen | 


de to 1 {9 COS 990 Fig 
a Egypt 


WS 


| (a) The baſe of the Dis, Kron Pelufiuns to Cano- 
pus, now called Alboukir, contained, according to Dio- 
dorus Siculus and Strabo, 1300 ſtadia, which we may 


eſtimate at 54 leagues; to which add 14 leagues from 


Canopus to the tower of the Arabs, and the amount will 
be 68 leagues. Herodotus reckoned 60 ſchoenas, that is 
to ſay 80 leagues, between Mount Caſius and the bay of 


Plintina, where Tapoſiris ſtood. Mount Caſius ſtands 


12 leagues to the eaſt of Peluſium; therefore ſubtract 
12 from 80 and the remainder will fill be 68 leagues 
from Peluſium to Tapoſiris. The two geographers, firſt 
mentioned, have evidently meaſuxed the ſame extent of 
country in a right line, and did not, like Herodotus, fol- 
low the baſe of the Delta; for, between the age of He- 


- rodotus and the time in which they lived, that part of 


Ep 


O N „ s 


Egypt is s divided into Upper and Lower; ; 
_ former is A long. valley, beginning at 
Syene, and ending at Grand Cairo. Two 
ridges of mountains, which take their de- 
parture from the laſt cataract, form the lofty 
outlines of Upper Egypt: their parallel di- 
rection i is from north to ſouth, till they reach 
Grand Cairo, where, ſeparating. to the right 
and left, the one ſtretches towards mount Col- 
zoun, and the other terminates in fand- banks, 
near Alexandria. The former conſiſts of high 
rocks and cliffs, the latter of ſandy hills, the 
baſe of which is a calcareous ſtone. Beyond 
theſe mountains are deſerts, bounded by the 
Red Sea on the eaſt, and extending over Afri- 
cx to the weſt; in the centre lies that long 5 
plain the greateſt width of which does not 
exceed nine leagues. Here he Nile rolls his 
waters: between two inſurmountable barriers : 

now ſilent and tranguil, following the courſe 
2 which nature and art have traced; and anon 

an impetuous torrent, red with the ſands of 
| Ethiopia, ſwelling, overflowing his banks, 


| Egypt had increaſed, by the immenſe quantity of fand 

which the courſe of the Nile carries with'it; and, had 
| they followed "the ſea-ſhvre, the admeaſurement would 
28 been conſiderably augmented, - 
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and: ſpreading his waters over the country far 
the of ; two hundred leagues. In this 


celebrated valley, man firſt, fought; and firſt 
beheld, the light of ſcience, whoſe radiance, 


diffuſing, itſelf over Greece, (b has ſucceſs | 


ſively, enlightened the reſt of the world. This 


valley, though ſtill as fruitful. as in the hap- 


py days of Thebes, is much leſs cultivated; 
its famous cities are laid level with the daſt; 
laws and arts have been. trodden under foot 


by poi. a wenge ec 


BHP 1 g dali div 
Lower Egypt includes all a een 


Hetween Grand Cairo, the Mediterranean, 


the Iſthmus of Suez, and Lybia: ſkirted 
by arid ſands, this immenſe plain, contains 
lips of land well cultivated, on the boi 


of the canals, and in its centre that triangu 


lar iſland to which the Greeks gave the name 
ef; Delta, formed by the two ee my 


in A a Ad 
655 8 Sabo, "upd Dieter culus, eff. 
tively affirm the Greeks obtained moſt of their Ae 
ledge from Egypt, Thence it was that Orpheus 
and Homer brought mythology, and the daughters of 
Danaus the myſteries of Ceres. The Philoſophers of 
Greece ſtudied aſtronomy ark, and | their att the 
— of government. 
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the Nile, which divide at Bain el Batarh, (the 
Co s Belly) and empty themſelves into the 
ſea below Damietta and Roſetta. This ifland, 
the moſt fruitful on earth, has loſt much of 
its extent, ſince the time when Canopus and 
Peluſium were its limits. N The eaſtetn 
baren of Egypt having been deſtroyed by 
| rors, and thoſe who cultivated the 
earth becoming expoſed to the inroads of 
the Arabs, the inhabitants have retired far= 
ther into the country. The canals, which 
with their ſtreams brought fertility, are dried 
up: and the earth ceaſing to be watered; and 
continually expoſed to the burning heats” of 
the ſun, 1s: become a barren ſand. 'Beattered 
over the plains Which formerly contained 
Sun fields, and flouriſhing cities, Cd] bn 
the Peluſiac, Tanitic, and Mendeſian arms; 
which all flowed from the Damietta branch 
of the Nile, we only find, at preſent, miſe. 
rable hamlets, ſurrounded by. date-trees, and a 
deſetts. "Theſe canals, formerly. nay vigable, 1 e) 


3 8 lib, 47. 1150 1 297 >1. mon AI bol 
6a) Bubaſtus, Peluſium, Phacuſa;/ and all the eities 
which ſtood i in the eaſtern ow of the Delta, 4 are : cotally; 
deſtroyed 3111 4 | Dates F MON Hr big Dotbuth 95 58150 

{e) The Peluſiae, Tanitic, and Mendoſan branches, 
were former] y navigable. 115 
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bear little reſemblance to their former ſtate, 


and no longer communicate with the lake 


| Menzala, except a very little while during 


the time of the inundation ; they are dry all 

the reſt of the year. - By' digging them, and 
removing the mud which the river has left, 
fince the Turks have been maſters of Egypt, 
the country they traverſe would become 
fertile, and the Delta reſtored to its ancient 


grandeur. 


Faving obtained « a general idea of ny 


pleaſe, Sir, to fix your attention on this rich 
Country, and the changes it has undergone, 


Anterior to thoſe times of which hiſtory pre- 


ſerves any certain record, a people deſcend- 


ed from the mountains, which border on the 


cataract, into the valley the Nile inundates, (f} 
then an impracticable moraſs, overrun with 


reeds and hulruſhes. After repeated, and often 
fatal trials, they diſcovered ſome ſalutary plants; 


: among theſe were the lotus, 0 gz} which Hero- 


"ons 


wy Hos, p. 40. Euterpe; Diodorus Siculus, 
lib, I. and Strabo, lib. x7. all aſcertain the ſame fact. 
(2) The lotus is an aquatic plant peculiar to Egypt, 


Which a in xivulets, and by the fide of lakes; 


chere are two ſpecioty the one bearing a white, the other 
2 blue 
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dotus calls the lily of the Nile; the reed we 
have named the ſugar - cane, and which in 
this country has preſerved its primitive appel- 
lation caſſab, or reed; the colocaſſium, {i} 
the onion, and the bean. Many: years 


| 2 blueiſh flower, The calix of the lotus blows like 
that of a large tulip, diffuſing a ſweetneſs like the 
ſmell of the lily. The root of the firſt ſpecies is round, 
reſembling a potatoe; and is eaten by the inhabitants 
who live near the lake Menzala. The rivulets, near 
Damietta, are covered with this majeſtic flower, which 
riſes about two feet above the water. Mr. Paw 
affirms it is no longer found in Egypt, and deſcribes 'a 
plant no way reſembling the lotus. Recherches ſur les 

Egyptiens & les Chinois, page 150. No wonder this learn- 
ed man was miſtaken, fince moſt of the travellers who 
have been in Egypt never ſaw the lotus, which does not 
grow on the great canals of "9 b bit pi. the 
inland fivulets. | 

Some authors ſay ther Gund was. mm 
from India to Egypt; perhaps, the method of. culti- 
vating it only was brought. It ſeems to me to be a 
native of a country which produces many ſpecies. of 
xeeds, and where it grows wild. Its MT name Induces 
this belief. 

i The n is a e well known to botaniſts. 
It is particularly cultivated by the inhabitants of Da- 
mietta: vaſt fields overſpread with its large leaves are 
ſeen near this city. Its root is in the form of a cone, 
and larger than that . with a taſte . 
: a than the . 


- _ paſſed 
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paſſed away before they 6 thought: 68 daft 
vating theſe native plants; but neceſſity bes 
gets induſtry. He to whom chance, br 
meditation, made any lucky diſcovery Was 
acking, or a God. ( Oſiris taught men, 
who till then were cannibals, to feed on the 
fruits of the carth, inſtead of human fleſh : 
Iſis, otherwiſe Ceres, inſtructed them in 
agriculture: and both wers deified. The 
Egyptian Hercules, the moſt ancient of the 
heroes ſo named, freed the Thebais from the 
monſters by which it was ravaged, and had 
altars erected to him. While the people of 
Upper Egypt were contending with wild 
beaſts for their vaſt marſhes, (I/ the ſea, 
according to the ancients, waſhed” the foot : 
of the mountains where the pyramids now” 
| ſtand ; advancing towards the tower of the 
Arabs far into Lybia; overflowin ga part of 
the Iſthmus of Suez, and forming an exten- 
five: bay, over the country we now call the 
Delta. But I ſhall paſs theſe ages, and come 
to: the times in 4 the: ſg: wee A 
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' (1) Herodotus, Strabo, and „ 1 ro- 
ie the opinion of the Ethiopians an (his. ſubject. 
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| jected to religion and laws, dug canals, to 
give the ſtagnant waters of the Nile vent; 
raiſed high mounds, to oppoſe its ravages 
and, weary of inhabiting rocky caverns, built 
cities, on hills thrown up by art, or nature. 
Boundaries were then preſcribed to the river, 
and the habitations of men ſecured from its 
torrents. (m) Experience taught them to 
| foreſee the ſeaſon of inundation ; and geome- 
try, meaſuring the lands which induſtry had 
thus acquired, aſcertained individual proper- 
ty. A mighty city roſe in the centre of the 
Thebais, which it was the glory of ſucceed- 
ing kings to embelliſh. Such was the mag- 
nificence of its public ſtructures that now, 
when more than four thouſand years have 
elapſed, its very ruins impreſs the mind with 
awe and admiration. Thebes flouriſhed ages 
before Rome was. Divided from the reſt of 
the world by deſerts, mountains, and ſeas, 
the Egyptians cultivated arts and ſciences 

in peace; and their unremitting labours 
daily extended the limits of their empire, 
either by raiſing banks, to ſecure their newly 
0 lands, or by I Top. drains 


L m) Herodotys, Pr 17 5 o Euterpe 555 | 
„ „„ theough 
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through thoſe which ſtill were marſhy. One 
of the kings of Egypt, probably foreſeeing 
the conſequences, undertook to turn the 
gtutſe of the river, 0 1) which, after mean- 
dering a hundred and fifty leagues between 
the mountains x have mentioned, came to 
an inſurmountable obſtacle, turned ſuddenly 
to the left, and, running ſouth of Memphis, 
ſpread its waters over the ſands of Lybia. 
This prince cut a new channel to the eaſt 
of Memphis, raiſed a large mound, and 
obliged it to return between the mountains, 
and diſcharge. itſelf into the bay that then 
bathed the rack on which the caſtle of Grand 
Cairo is built. The ancient bed of the river, 
and the mound which dammed r Its en- 


py” n) The priefts fay that e the fc kin 8 of Egypt, 
built a bridge over the Nile, near Memphis; before 
which time the river, paſſing Mount Pfammius, ran 
ſouth of that city, and diffuſed itſelf over the Lybian 
| deſerts. Menes raiſed a mound a hundred ſtadia from 
Memphis, oppoſed. its courſe, and forced it to return 

between the mountains; by which means its firſt bed 
became dry. At preſent, the Perſians, who are maſ- 

ters of Egypt, repair this mound, which ſhuts up the 
ancient channel, at a great expence; having added 
new works yearly, and appointed troops, to watch and 

preſerve 1 it from i Bae e p. 5. } 
trance, 
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trance, were to be ſeen in the time of He- 
rodotus. The Perfians repaired the mound ” 
with great care; nor is the courſe of this 
ancient bed unknown even at preſent; it may 
be traced acroſs the deſert, paſſing weſt of 
the lakes of Natroun, by petrified wood, 
maſts, and lateen yards, the wrecks of veſ- 
ſels by which it was anciently navigated. 
The Arabs call this channel, which is now 
nearly filled up, Babr Bela Ma, 15 oi a fea 
without water.. 
Egypt is indebted for 2 Delta to the 
PEW of this monarch. \ The enormous 
weight of the waters of the Nile diſcharging 
themſelves into this gulph, repelled the ſea; 
and the ſand and mire they carried with 
them, in their courſe, aecumulated. The 
Delta, very inconſiderable at firſt, roſe from 
the ſea, by encroaching on its limits: it was 
the gift of the river. Agriculture and man 
came to its defence, by raiſing mounds. In 
the time of Meeris, who lived five hundred ; 
years before the Trojan war, the Delta was 
in its infancy; (2/ nt cubits were ſuffi- 


j / y . I ORG a tend 


| WO Great rivers are called by the Arabs Babr, or 
ſea. 


6 2) Herodotus, p. 41. E uterpe, 
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cient to overflow it entirely ; they rowed 
over it in boats; and its towns, built on ar- 
tificial mounts, reſembled the iſlands of the 


Ægean ſea. (q) In the age of 'Herodotas, 
fifteen cubits were neceſſary to overflaw'the 


Lower Egypt; but the Nile, at that time, 
inundated the country for the ſpace of two 


days journey to the right and left of the 


Delta. Under the Roman empire, - ſixteen 


cubits produced ſimilar effects; and when the 


Arabs governed, their writers ſpeak of ſe- 
venteen as the moſt favourable height. 
The ſtandard of abundance, at preſent, is 


oighteen cubits ; but Lower Egypt is no 
longer overflowed; the inundation goes no 


farther than Grand Cairo, and the neigh- 
bouring country. The Nile, however; of- 
ten riſes to two-and-twenty cubits. This 


| phenomenon has been produced- by. an in- 


creaſe of mud, ſucceſſively depoſited, during 
ſo many ages. Art has likewiſe contri- 


buted towards it, either by raiſing” the lands 


moſt expoſed to the action of the river, 


by multiplying its outlets, or by cutting ca- 
nals, which * ge e to e waters. 
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ſn). Lchaye twice made the tour of the 
Delta, during the time of inundation, ſince 
Ihave been} in Egypt, and have even croſſed 
i öh the canal of Menouf. The river, 
though full to the brim in the great branches 
f Roſatta and Damietta, and thoſe which 
tun through. the interior parts of the coun- 
ty, only qyerflowed the land where it lay 
low, or Where banks had been raiſed to ſtop 
vits Waters, and throw them over the rice 
Felds. Thus, in the ſpace of 3284, cars, 
he Delta has riſen fourteen- cubits. Ce) 
et we muſt not believe the: conjee- 
tures of thoſe travellers who: ſuppoſe {this 
land. wall; ;:become . higher, and incapable 
ol cultivation being indebted; for its inereaſe, 
* the mud which the courſe of the Nile 
14 r) Strabe, lib. 467 s the f Hollie 4 0 gebenttie 
ebaßtkels of che wie wete botk dug by the habla'of 
man. Log Nr nau bung 0 35995 
440% To Wenden this calculation ani e e to 
gen whether, the Greek, the Roman, and Arabian 
. Cubit we preciſely the ſame, or what. were the \ oy 
« ations it 3 undefgone, among theſe different people ; 


Which Would be à thing very difficult to den 
But this preciſion not being: eſſential to my ſubject, 1 
Mall content myſelf with 1 . ages the by 
nies big authors, 0 | | 


carried 
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it ceaſes to be inundated, this 
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of date, orange, and ſycamore- trecs, ſtre 
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8 with it, and annually depaſited, when 


likewiſe ceaſe. It bas been demonſirated-ghat 


culture is not ſufficient to raiſe. land: 7" AIR 


The preſent . poſition, of the-Deltais.che. 
beſt poſſible for agriculture. Waſhed on the 
eaſt and weſt by two rivers, which the. Nile, 


in dividing, forms, as wide and deeper than 
the Loire, interſected by innumerable rivulets, 


it is one immenſe garden, the beds and com - 
partments of which may all be watered. 
The Thebais is under water, three monte 
of the year; mean while the Delta poſ- 


ſeſſes fields, covered with rice, barley, ves. 
getables, and winter fruits: nor does it now, 


as formerly, reſemble the Ægean ſea, with - 
her Cyclades. As far * — capable 
of ſeeing, rich crops cover its plains, groves 


ever running, verdure, ever changing, and ever 
rene wing, and abundance, which rejoices the 
heart and aſtoniſhes the imagination. Ceaſing 
to be overflowed, this iſland has a. yearly: 

gain of the three months during which the 
Thebais is inundated, for which reaſon, it is 
the only part of Egypt where the ſame field 


= 122. 
* 


* 


LOL * 


** FO of gran; the one of rice, 
the other of barley. 


While it increaſed in e you may 1 


ſuppoſes Sir, it augmented in length likewiſe; 
to prove which, among various facts which 


hmiſtory has preſerved, I ſhall ſelect only one. 


i) During the reign of Pſammetichus, the 
Mileſians, with thirty ſhips, landed at the 
mouth of the Bolbitine branch, at preſent 
the branch of Roſetta, where they fortified 
themſelves, and built a city, which they cal- 
led Metelis, now named Faoua, but which, 
in the Coptic vocabularies, is ſtill called Meſ- 
Gl. This city, which was formerly a ſea-port, 
ſtands, at preſent, nine leagues from the ſhore ; 
which ſpace the Delta has lengthengd from 
the age of Plammetichus to the preſent. 
Homer, that ſublime painter of nations 
and countries, whoſe geographic details are 
the moſt precious remains, of the kind, tranſ- 
mitted to us by all antiquity, makes Mene- 
laus, becalmed on the Egyptian ſhore, ſpeak 
thus. /u/ © In the ſtormy ſea that bathes the - 
% coaſt of Egypt is an iſland named Pharos, 
* whoſe diſtance from * ſhore 1 is as far as 
(te) Strabo, lib. . 8 97 5 * 
( Odyſſey, book iv. 5 ä 
Vot. I. + Ws 
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a veſſel, impelled hy a favoutable wind, 
. TE fail in one day. And, again, Prote- 
us, propheſying to Menelaus, thus ſpeaks. 
-(x) © Deſtiny: forbids that thou! ſhoulde& foe. 
thy friends, thy palace, and thy Hative 
land, till thou haſt, firſt, returned to Where 
the Egyptus (, Jove. born, falls his Wa- 
ters, and there haſt offered heratombs o 
es the immortal gods. — He ſaid, and the he- 
«-heſt obliged me, with a broken heart, again 
to traverſe that vaſt and ſtormy; ſea which 
* ſeparates the Theres 5 0 the n en 
18 continent.“ I oa ih 
Homer, wh bad . ovet Revit (23), 
1 he had learned that mythology, from 
the prieſts, of which he makes ſo beautiful 
| uſe i in his poems, deſcribes the iſland of Pha- 
ros, which now forms part of Alexandria, 
as being twenty leagues diſtant from the ſhore 
of Egypt, at leaſt; which opinion is . 
dant to that of the moat OO" 
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= x) Odyſley; book ir. "7 BET OO 

- (y) The Nile was called Egyptus until the time of 
Nileus, one of the ſuceeſſors of Mendes; Who, Kr 
many labours to confine and e its ravages, ; nated 
it after himſelf. Diod. Sic. lib. i EVS 90 16458 
5 0 20 ) Diodorus Siculus. z 
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What imimenſe revolutions have great ri- 
vers oceaſtoned on the "ſurface of the lobe 1 
Hewꝛ do tliey -iticefſantly repel the ſea, by se- 


cumulating ſand on find!” How db they raiſe 
uplands, at their mouths, which, in time, 


become part of the continent! Thus has the 
Nile formed almoſt all the Lower Egypt; and 
thus the Delta, which is ninety leagues in 
eircumference, has riſen from its waters! 


Thus alſo has the Meander, inceſſantly driv- 


ing back the waves of the Mediterranean, and 
by degrees filling up the bay in which it 

diſembogues itſelf, caſt the eity of Miletus far 
within land, though it formerly was a famous 
ſea- port! Thus do the Tigris and Euphrates, 


deſcending from the Armenian - mountains, 
ſwerp down the ſands of Meſopotamia, and 


imperceptibly choak up the Perſian gulph. 

Tou have now, Sir, a general idea of 
Egypt, and the principal changes which have 
happened there. I ſhall, therefore, proceed 
to be more cireumſtantial, and you will then 
Perhaps think my narrative more intereſting. 


Here, in the midſt of Alexandria, fixed with 


aſtoniſhment at beholding monuments which 


neither the ravages of man nor time could 


yet deſtroy, weeping over the ſenleleſs re · 
KS! VS | e mains 
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mains of columns and obeliſks which adorn- 
ed its public ſquares and temples, here will I 
write to you concerning the city of Alexan- 
der, the Alexandria of the Arabs, and the 

miſerable. huts to which, the Turks preſume 
to give that pompous title. Barbarians! 
throughout their vaſt empire, they have ſtifled 
arts, ſciences, cities, and kingdoms ; and the 
name only remains of all thoſe famous works, 
which their ignorance has left to periſn, or 

their intolerable fanaticiſm has deſtroyed |! 
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LEXANDRIA, Sire. is e your c 


attention. The rank it once held among 


the moſt celebrated cities (a), the learned 
men to which it has given birth, and the re- 
maining monuments which, though two 


: thouſand years have paſſed away, ſtill atteſt 


its former glory, have a claim on your cu- 
rioſity. To gratify this I have been three 
months examining. the place where once it 


ſtood. By reading the Greek, Latin, and 


Arabic authors, . ſhall be enabled to di- 


8 * Died Siculus, who wrote at Sims . 
Augaitus calls Alexandria the firſt pg oſs He world, 


8 cz cover 


22 Lr 
cover it beneath its own rubbiſh; and, by 

comparing their writings with what I my- 
ſelf ſee, trace out its plan. Is it not a me- 
lancholy, a painful, taſk, to ſeek a once fa- 
mous city within its own walls? . 
| Aba Minor ſubdued, and the pride of Tyre 

humbled, Alexander marched for Egypt, then 

groaning under the Perſian yoke ; he con- 
quered it without a battle; the people, de- 
ſirous to free themſelves from their fetters, 
received him, like a deliverer, with open 
arms. To preſerve this conqueſt, ſo diſtant 
from his own kingdom, a fortreſs was neceſ- 
fary, which ſhould contain a port capable of 
harbouring a powerful navy. Alexander 
beſtowed on Egypt an advantage ſo precious; 
which till then it did not poſſeſs.” The ſpace | 
which lay between Lake Mareotis and the 
excellent harbour formed by the iſle of Pha- 
tos /b) he found proper for his purpoſe, 


(5) Homer, as I have already ſhown, defcribes the iſle 
of Pharos as ſtanding at the diſtance of a day's naviga- 
tion from the ſhore of Egypt, becauſe at that time 
| the Lake Mareotis joined the ſea, and formed a bay, 
During the five hundred years which elapſed between 
the time of Homer and the foundation of Alexandria, 
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and traced the limits of a great city, to which 
he gave his name; then viſited the miracles 

of Upper Egypt, while the engineer Dino- 
chares put his plan in execution. Alex- 
ander was gone almoſt a year, and, at his re- 
turn, found Alexandria nearly finiſhed. e 
He then peopled it with the inhabitants of 
the nn cities, and purſued his con- 
{ n. : | 

Alexandria was a league and a half in length, 
and one third as wide; ſo that its walls were 
about four _ in \ circumference, 72 


Ae had ben cut over Lowe Egypt; and the Lake 
Mareotis, into which the waters of the Thebais diſ- 
charge themſelves, withdrew ſo far, from the ſea, as to 
form the ſlip of land on which Alexander built this 
city. When Cæſar, Strabo, Diodorus Siculus wrote, it 
bathed the walls. Under the Arabs, it retired half 2 
league; and, beneath the deſtructive empire of the Otto- 
mans, it has diſappeared. A traveller who ſhould at 
preſent viſit Egypt, having read only Homer, would ſay 
with Madame Dacier, Pope, and many others of the 
learned, that his deſcription of Pharos was Sy the 
ſport of the imagination. 
dc) Quintus Curtius, lib. 4. cap. 8. 

(4) Quintus Curtius ſays they were 80 ſtadia, or 3 
ee one third. Pliny, 15 Roman miles, or 5 


leagues. Strabo, 76 ftadia, or 3 leagues and an eighth. 
Diodorus Siculus, 96 ſtadia, or 4 leagues, 
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and were waſhed, by che lake Maredtis-on'the 
| ſouth, and the Mediterranean on the north. 
The ſtreets, lengthways, ran ſtraight, and pa- 
rallel to each other; thus giving a fret paſſage 


to the north wind, which, alone, is healthy 
and temperate in Egypt. A ſtreet tro thous 
ſand feet wide began at the marine: gate, 
and ended at the gate of Canopus, adorned 
by magnificent bouſes, temples, and publisa- 
edifices. Through this extent of proſpect the 
eye Was never ſatiated with admiring the 
| marble, the porphyry, - and, the obeliſks, 
which were deſtined hereafter, to embelliſh | 
Rome and Conſtantinople Ce). This ſtreet, 
the fineſt the world ever ſaw, was eroſſed 
by another of equal width (Hl. thus form- 
ing a ſquare, at the point of interſection, 
balf a league in oircumference, from the 
centre of which the two gates were ſeen, 
eſſel: under fail, both to the: north and 
ſouth. : 2011 $404 51 Þ oY Bein 90. * 9920 
A. gk. vas thrown up, from the conti- 


vent to the Hand of e of a mile long, 
e een enn eee $0 I wy 

1 It is 52 ee obeliſks which are at waved 
were brought from Alexandria. ee 1 


10 ne leute ee b. 17. 12 
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(a) „birke divide the harbour.” The part 


nbrthn of the >mole'preſerved the name of the 
grand harbour, and a mound, carried from 


the iſtand to the rock on which the Pharos. 


ſtood, ſeoured it from the weſt winde. The 
ether harbour was called Eunoſtus, or the 
good return: At preſent, the firſt is called 
the New Port, the ſecond. the Old. There 
was a bridge of communication between the 
mole and the eity, built on high columns, 
funk in tlie ſea, and leaving a free paſſage to 
veſſels. The palace began far beyond the 
promontory Lochias, and extended as far as 
the mound, occupying” more than a r 
of the city. h, The Ptolemies all con- 


tributed to its magnificence; and witk⸗ | 
in its walls were the Auſeunz that aly- 


lum of the learned, groves, edifices, wors 


thy royal majeſty, and à temple where the 


body of Alexander, in a golden coffin, had 
been nn (7 ) The irg Seleucus 


. 1102 ln 1185 13 940 5 — ; * nene 
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* This wols was named Hepta Stadium, becauſe it 


was ſeven ſtadia, or one mile long- wy 
( Strabo, lib. 17, ſays it LCL 
(1) Perdiccas undertook. to convey the body of e 

8 to the temple of Jupiter Ammon, as he had 

commanded 
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Cybiolites: violated this tomb, car edo 
me golden coffin, and left one of glafs im itb 
ſteud. The iſland of Anti-Rhode ſtood in 
the grand harbour; it contained à theatre 
and à royal palace. In the härbout of Hut 
noſtus was another harbour; or dock, dug 
by the hand of man, named Kiborott Ct) 
which ©communicated with the lake Mares 
otis by à canal! Between this canal and the 
Palace ſtood the admirable temple of Sera“ 
pis ; C) that of Neptune was built near che 
grand ſquare, where the market was kept. 
Alexandria extended itſelf ſtill farther" on' the 
ſouthern borders of the lake, and ond ite 
enſtern ſide was the gymnaſſum, with por- 
ticos more than Tix hundted feet long, «reſts 
ing on ſeveral rows of marble eolumifis. 
Without the gate of Canopus whs à fp. 
cious eitcus, for chariot races; and, beyond; 
the ſuburb of Nicopolis ſpread” _ the ſea 
hore} like another Alexandria. A ſuperb 
| amphitheatre 1 was built here, with a Radium, 


commanded in hit ill; but — the fon of 13. 
gus, having GOA it he: N it in the palace of 
Alexandria. | 4. 748 "rat Hol 211 
. Kibdro, The harbour of me Ark, TENT 
O Stray Whorpots nets ts 
1257 "pr } FIT) | . 
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fort the celebration of the Quinquennalia. ( 15 


Such is the deſcription which the ancients, 


and particularly Strabo, have left us of Alex 
andria; 2 city built three hundred and thir- 

ty⸗ three years before Chriſt, and ſucceffively 
ſubject to the Ptolemies, Romans, and the 
Greek Emperors. (n.) About the middle 
of the ſixth century, Amrou Ebn el Aas, 
the general of Omar, carried it by aſſault, 


after: a fourteen months ſiege, which coſt 


him twenty-three thouſand men. Heraclius, 
Emperor of Conſtantinople, did not ſend a 
nee. to its aid. There ate few ex- 
amples in hiſtory of a prince like this, whd 
diſcovered activity in the firſt year of his 


reign, ſlumbered long afterwards in effemi- 
zes, and, ſuddenly rouſing at the 


fame of the, conqueſts of Coſroes, the ſcourge 
of the Eaſt, put. himſelf at the head of bis 


armies, ſhewed himſelf a great commander | 


this: firſt campaign, en Perſia done 


4291 $$ £30625 
om) E Webratel once in ag years. 


Cn). The tenth year of the Hegyra, pes. A. . 


bst, Was, according to Abulfeda, the year 994 after 
its foundation. Abulfeda uſes the word Era, which, 


as I have\faid in the life of Mahomet, is derived from 


Arkha, which in Arabic is [ynopymoys: to epocha. 
9 5 ſeven 
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ven. An; re- entered his capital Joides? 
with laurels, then, turning theologian- on 
the throne, loſt his energy, and! pent the 
reft.of his life in diſputing on monotheliſm, 
while the Arabs deptived him of the fineſt 
prov inces of his empi re. Deaf to ther ories 
he. had been to thoſe: of geruſalem, (4) 
he ſuffered them to fall before the indefati- 
gable and fortunate Amrou g their (brave. 
warxiors/ all periſhing ſword in hand.. 11 
Aſtoniſned at his agen abe comqwerat 
wrote to: the Caliph “ I ::have;. taken t 
city of the wet. the extent af which is 
ůimmenſe, andi its: mitacles tdo numerous 
« for me tod deſaribe. It contains four thous 
en baths, twelve thouſand venders of 
% vegetables, our thoufand Jews, ho 


ie mom 4 101 42; 2 bagkadaas yinp 


ind 0 ) Omar led the force of Arabia againſt Jeruſat 
Which i its e defended 1 with admirable con- 


ea Ip and ſeveral times ſent to conj1 ure Heraclius to 
grant them ſuccour; but, cheit prayers being fruitleſs, 
they were obliged to yield after a two years ſiege;/ with+ 
out having obtained a ſingle ſoldier from the Emperor, 


who facrificed his time and Wang to e a new 


8 : « pay 
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pay thibate, OY comedians, 
0, τιν t i A: eee e 
The Aibrary, in which the careful Ptole- 
mies had aſſembled more than four hun- 
_ dred! thbuſund manuſeripts, drew the victor's 
attention, who wrote to the Cahph for ors 
ders: t Rutn them, replied the ferocious 
Omar v if they contain only what is in the 
Koran they are uſeleſs; and dangerous if 
e thing more. Barbarous ſentence, 
which teduced to aſhes the greateſt part of 
the learned labours of antiquity! Of hat 
knotrledge, what arts, what immortal works, 
did not this fatal conflagration deprive the 
vrorid ! We ought, perhaps, to date that 
ignorance which ſpread a veil over counties 
that firſt? gave birth to ſcience” from this 
fatal: period Let us but ſuppoſe: thiree- 
fourths. of the works Europe poſſeſſes ſud- 
denly annihilated, the art of printing un- 
known, and an "illiterate | people become 
maſters of that fine quarter of the globe; 
and we can egfly; imagine it again fallen into 
wee barbariſm which it _ denn the labour 
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of ſo many nge e Such was the 
fate of the Eaſt! 155k 9Stheedoram? tr 
Thus ſubjected: to hs Arabs) Alexandria 
e declined: the diſtance of the 
caliphs of Bagdad prevented their afford. 
ing any powerful ſupport to commerce and 
arts, and population daily diminiſhed; thus, 
in the year 875, {g). the cireumference of the 
city was reduced one half, the ancient walls 
were demoliſhed, and thoſe built which ſtill 
remain. Their ſolidity, thickneſs,' and. the 
hundred towers by which they were flanked, 
have preſerved: them againſt the efforts of 
man, and the ravages of time. This may 
be called the Alexandria of the Aube, 
which continued flouriſhing in the thirteenth 
century. (7) The equal interſection of its 
ſtreets made it reſemble a chequer; part of 
its ſquares and public buildings were pre- 
ſeryed its commerce extcuded from Spain 


Kitt T. od} 
5 (4) This Kappen 3 5850 5 5 of 6 
kel, the tenth caliph of the Abaſſides, and the thirty: firſt 
from Mahomet. Elmacin. Ehn Toulon, then governor 
of Egypt, and who Fhovght of een Rs no 
| pendent, built theſe Walls. 011. 1 be 

Wee Abulfeda, | Geographical 8 of Egypt. 


to 


GN EGYPT. 1 
th India; its canals were kept in repair, and 


its merchandize ſent into Upper Egypt, by 
the lake Mareotis, and into the Delta by 
the canal-of Faoua. (e) The Pharos, built 
by Soſtrates; of Cnidus, containing ſeveral 


ſtories, and ſurrounded! by galleries ſup- 
ported: by marble columns, ſtilb remained. 


This miraculous tower, as Cæſar calls it, 


vas near four hundred feet high; on its 


ſummit was a vaſt mirror of -poliſhed ſteel, 


{t). fo. diſpaſed as to preſent the image of 


eye. This admirable tower ſerved as a ſig- 


nal: to ſhipping; it was lighted up, during 
night, to inform mariners of their approach 
to the Egyptian coaſt, which is ſo low that 
there is great danger of running a- ground 


before it can be ſcen. Alexandria; in its 


decline, ſtill preſerved an air of grandeur, 
ad magnificenee, which excited admiration! 
1 he Turks ſeized on Egypt i in the eine 


Bo 
4+ # 
$ 4 


dae It was buile under Ps Philladetphus; e 


t) Abulfeda ſpeaks of this mirror, mentioned by 


ſevetal Arabian authors, in his deſcription of Egypt; 
| and _ it was mee es TOY the: arts of _— W 


8 century, 
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century; Cu) and this put a period to its 
glory. At that time grammar, aſtronomy. 
geometry, and poetry, were cultivated there; 
but the iron rod of the Pachas ſoon drove 
away theſe remains of the fine arts; a pro- 
hibition to export the corn of the Thebais 
gave a mortal blow to agriculture; the ca- 
nals dried up, commerce languiſhed, and the 
Alexandria of the Arabs was ſo wholly de- 
populated that not a ſingle inhabitant re- 
| mained ; the grand bailing they had aban- 
doned fell to ruin, no one daring to repair 
them, under a government that made wealth 
a crime, and poor huts: were built on the 
ſea ſhore. The Pharos, which had been 
reckoned among the ſeven wonders of the 
world, was deſtroyed, and in its ſtead a 
ſquare caſtle built, without taſte or orna 
ment, and incapable of ſuſtaining the fire-of 
a ſingle veſſel of the lines. At preſent, in a. 
ſpace of two leagues, walled round, nothing 
is to be ſeen but marble columns, lying in 


(=) Sultan Selim conquered Egypt in 15t7, and the 
firſt act of this barbarous victor was to hang Thoman- 
bey, the laſt king of the Mamlukes, whoſe government 


had ſubſiſfed near 300 years, under the gate named Bab 
Zovila. _ 


the 


the % ps. and. audit in mn as the Turks : 


U- ſtones 0 them, or ſtanding erect. 


ed.on. each other | Who, at beholding ſuch 
precious rubbiſh, _ and. recollecting the fa- 


maus monuments . of which they were once | 
a part, Can, in the affliction of his ed re. 


frain from weeping over them? 
odern . Alexandria is A Place of nal 


extent, ſcarcely containing fix thouſand, in- 


habitants, (x ) but exceedingly commercial, 
which adyantage it owes to its ſituation. 
It is built on the ground over which 
formerly the water of the grand harbour 
flowed, but which the retiring ſea has now 


left. dry, The mole, . which was carried to 
the ile of Pharos, is now enlarged. and be- 


come part of the continent ; ; and. the iſland 
of 4 nti-Rbode 3 is the centre of the new town; ; 


R 


rain. The harbour of Kibotos is s dry, and 


td I 11 e * 125 9 72 4 


( Ancient suis r 3 in- 
labitants, in the. time of Auguſtus; a: dauble. number | 


gf $ayss, may at leaſt be added, and the amount wil 
be 900,000. How prodigious the difference, . 


2 8:4 „ 


Vor. I. D the 


| aber With a remains of F. n capi- 
on obeliſks, and mountains of ruins, heap- 


«  TETTRHS” 
the canal that ran into it, from the lake 
Mareotis, has diſappeared; the very lake 
itſelf, on the borders of which the papyrus 
and date.tree abounded, no longer exiſts ; 
the Turks having neglected to repair the 
canals, through which the waters of the 
Nile flowed into it. Belon, a very accurate 
obſerver, who travelled Egypt ſome years 
after the Ottoman conqueſt, affirms that, in 
his time, the lake Mareotis was but half 
a league diſtant from the walls of Alex- 
andria, and that it was ſurrounded by foreſts 
of palm-trees. % The ſands of Lybia are, 
now, where once theſe waters were! To 
the deſtrutive government of the Turks 
muſt we attribute theſe deplorable changes. 
The canal of Faoua, the only one which 
- Kill runs to Alexandria, and without which it 
could no longer be a town, fince it has not 
a drop of ſoft water, is half filled up with 
mud, and ſand. Under the government of 
the Romans, and even of the Arabs, it was 
navigable all the Vear, and fertilized the 
= t it traverſed; its banks were ſhaded by 


(0 Belon, Deſcription of Alanin. This writer 
travelled in Egypt fifteen years after the e of 
i about 250 yours og. | 


date- 
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date- trees, covered by vines, and embel- 
liſhed by pleaſure houſes. (2) The ſtream 
only flows now about the end of Auguſt, | 
and there is ſcarcely ſufficient time to fill the 
reſervoirs and ciſterns of the town; the lands, 
2 it once made fruitful, are now become de- 


PP! The PINE $9 of Abulfeda will: coffin | 
Ea I have ſaid. . No proſpe& can be more agreeable 
< than that of the canal of Alexandria : gardens, groves, 
ce and an eternal verdure, adorn its banks; as Dafard 
ce el] Hadad thus has deſcribed them, in 2 beautiful 
“ verſes. 

Hoy pleaſant are the banks of the canal 1 . 
ce dria! When the eye ſurveys them the heart is re- 
e Jjoiced! The gliding boatman, beholding its bowers, 
e beholds canopies ever verdant; the lovely Aquilon 
© breathes cooling freſhneſs, while he ſportful ripples : 
s up the ſurface of its waters; the ample Date, whoſe 
4 flexible head reclines like a ſleeping beauty, is cone 
«© with pendent fruit.” 

. Oua khalig Bleſcanderif late; Talthe mes of Ni nen 
len el mentex hat laenno daiak Makdar el 78 8 bel B. 
Lucy oua fih iecoul el Hadad : | 

Ou aſhie ahadet Painak nenzara 
Ja efferour bo le calbak ou afda _ 
_ Roud le mekhadder eladar oua gedaoual 
Nataſpet aleib. id ech chemal mebareda 
1 Oua-l-Nakhl Kelghid el haſſan tezainet 
„ men atmarhen calaida. _ 
FF Abulfeda, Deſcription of Egypt. 
D 2 f ſerts, 


9 
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ſerts, and the groves and gardens, around 
Alexandria, have diſappeared, with the ſtreams 
that watered them; a few trees only are 
ſeen without the walls, thinly ſcattered, of 
ſycamore, fig, the fruit of which is deli- 
cious, dates, the caper ſhrub, and the ſou- 
da, or kali, which ſpread a partial verdure 
over burning ſands, the ſight of which is 


inſupportable. 


Pet are not all tokens of the ancient g- 

nificence of Alexandria effaced; its ciſterns, 
vaulted with great art, which were built under 
all parts of the city, and its numerous aque- 
ducts, are almoſt entire, though they have 


remained two thouſand years. Towards 


the eaſtern part of the palace are the two 
obeliſks, vulgarly called Cleopatra's nee- 
dles, (a of Thebaian ſtone, and containing 
numerous hieroglyphics: one is thrown down, 
broken, and covered with ſand; the other 
ſtill reſts on its pedeſtal ; each, cut from one 
ſingle ſtone, is about ſixty feet high, and ſe. 


(a) Pocock bete they ſtood before the Temple of 
Neptune, but this temple was built near the harbour of 
Eunoſtus, and the obcliſks are half a league farther, to- 
wards the promontory Lochiss; where, according to 
Strabo, the palace was built. 

ven 
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ven ſquare, at the baſe. Near the gate of 
Roſetta are five marble columns, in the 


place where the porticos of the gymnaſium 
ſtood ; the remainder of the colonnade, the 


ranges of which, a hundred years ago, might 


be (traced, (C)) has been deſtroyed by the 
barbariſm of the Turks. 

A column of red granite, danding a quar- 
ter of a league from the ſouth gate, parti- 
cularly attracts the attention of travellers; 
the capital is Corinthian, with undented, 
ſmooth, palm-leaves ; it is nine feet high; 
the ſhaft and the upper torus of the baſe are 
one ſingle block of ninety feet long, and 
nine in diameter; the baſe is about fif- 
teen feet ſquare. This block of marble, 
ſixty feet in eircumference, reſts on two 
layers of ſtone, held together by lead; which 
could not prevent the Arabs from forcing 
ſeveral of them out, in ſearch of an imagi- 
| nary treaſure. The whole column is a hun- 
dred and fourteen feet high, and ſtill pre- 
ſerves a perfect poliſh, except a little chipped 
toward the caſt. Nan can e ita 


. Mailer, Deſcription of er. = Bs 
I 
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majeſty! At a diſtance, it is ſeen. predo- ; 
minant over the city; 35 and, at ſea, ſerves as 
a fignal for mariners: near, it creates aſto= 
niſhment, mingled with awe': the ſpectator 
is never weary of admiring the beauty of the 
capital, the length of the ſhaft, or the grand 
ſimplicity of the pedeſtal ; and, I am per- 
ſuaded, were this column tranſported. and 
placed before the palace of our kings, all 
Europe would come and pay their tribute of 
admiration, as to the moſt magnificent, mo- 
nument on e 
Travellers, and men of literature, have 
made many fruitleſs attempts to diſcover to 
what prince it was dedicated: the moſt in- 
telligent have thought it could not be in ho- 
nour of Pompey, fince Strabo and Diodorus 
Siculus have not mentioned it ; they there-, 
fore remained in doubt, from which Abul- 
feda, in my opinion, might have relieved 
them. He calls it the column of Severus, 
(c) and hiſtory informs us this Emperor 
ws Ouz elcanderi6/Unthettbakr elroum; oua beha 
olmenarat el maſhhoura, oua beha Aamoud Severi. 
Alexandria is built on the ſea ſhore, and poſſeſſes a 
famous Pharos, and the column of. Segen Aue 


wr? 40x of Egypt. Ep gr1 
23s 648 N N . 1 | | viſted 


ON EU pr. 3 
viſited Egypt, /d) appointed a court of juſtice 


in the city of Alexandria, and deſerved well 
of its inhabitants. This column was 2 
mark of their gratitude ; . the greek in- 
ſcription, half effaced, but | viſible on the 
weſtern ſide, when the ſun ſhines on it, 
was no doubt legible in the time of Abulfe- 
da, and contained the name of Severus. 
Neither is this the ſole monument erected to 


him, by the gratitude of the people of Alex - 


andria; in the midſt. of the ruins of Anti- 
noe, built by Adrian, is a magnificent co- 
lumn, the inſcription on which ſtill ſubſiſts, 


dedicated to Alexander Severus. Half a league 
ſouth of the city is the deſcent into the ca- 


tacombs, the ancient aſylum of the dead. 


Winding alleys lead to the ſubterranean ca- 
verns where they were depoſited. The ſub- 
urb of Necropolis e) een thus far. 


(4) The Emperor. Severus came to the city of 2 


andria, and granted the people a ſenate, which, till 


then, had been under the authority of a ſingle Roman 


magiſtrate, having no national council, but, as in the 
time of the Ptolemies, the will of the prince was then 
law. The benefactions of Severus did not end here, 
for he changed ſeveral laws in their favour, _ 
anus Vita Severi, cap. 17. A Ie 


(e The city of the dead wee there are gardens ales 


ples, and 8 mauſoleums. 


5 4 | Advancing 


i 
j 
| 
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Advancing toward the ſea, we come to large 
baſon, hewn'in the rock which ſtands on the 
ſhore; two handſome” apartments have been 
cut in the ſides of the baſon, with banks croſ- 
ſing them; into theſe the ſea water runs, as 
clear and tranſparent as cryſtal, through a 


canal, dug with angular turnings to retain 


the ſand; and here I bathed. When ſeated 
on the rocky bank, the water riſes ſomewhat 
above the middle; the feet reſt on a ſoft fine 
ſand; the waves ate heard, roaring againſt 
the rock, and foaming through the canal; 
they enter, taiſe you up, retire, and, thus 


paſſing and repaſſing, bring, with water con- 


tinually freſh, a coolneſs moſt: delicious, un- 


der a ſky ſo ſultry. This is vulgarly called 


Cleopatra's bath, and there are ruins which 


denote it was formerly embelliſhed. 


I muſt not quit Alexandria, Sir, without 


brin ging ſome of thoſe memorable things to 


recolleQion which have happened in this ei- 


- ty. Imagine you behold yonder mount, near 


which Cæſar, firing the arſenal of the Alex- 
aridrians, conſumed a part of the Ptolemœan 


library. At the entrance of this port, repul- 


ſech by his enemies, he threw himſelf, arm- 


ed; intoethe waves; and, ever maſter of him- 
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fell; - foreſeeing the numbers of the Aying 
would preſently ſink his ſhip, ſwam to one 
more diſtant: his preſence of mind ſaved him, 
for his veſſel and all on board were ſwallowed - 
up. Vonder Cleopatra, famous for. her 
beauty, her talents, and arts, enſnated the 
hero, awhile reſtrained his ever reſtleſs am- 
bition; and, lulling him in the boſom ef vo- 
luptouſneſs, led him in her train, up the Nile, 
at the very moment he ought to have ſet ſail 
for Rome, the gates of which were in dan- 
ger of being for ever ſſiut upon him. Be- 
fide theſe colurnne, melanchely mementos 
of the gymnaſium, the haughty quoen of 
Egypt, ſeated on a throne of gold, received;- 
in preſence” of the wondering world, the ti- 
tle of wife to Antony, who there ſacrificed 
fame to love. Loſt in pleaſures, having ſuf- 
fered the moment of conqueſt to eſcape, ſhe 
cauſed herſelf to be bit by an aſpic, he fell 
upon his ſword; and thus, in As en 

a memorable example to poſterity. * 

Where yonder rubbiſh lies b e 
Roadubact the aſylum of ſciences.» Appian, 
Herodian, Euclid, Origen, Philo, and a mul- 
titude of other learned men, cultivated them 
there. * and barbariſm have now 


overwhelmed 


1 4 * ©” # 
- 3 .þ3 5a: . l 
Fa S785 2: 4 * + 
* 1 © Vi 


_ overwhelmed the country of the fine arts, 


which: nothing but lone en revolu- 


tion can ever reſtore. Nt iN 


This is a long 3 Sir 3 * mall ee 
fore forbear to add obſervations on the man- 
ners and trade of the people of Alexandria: - 


_ theſe will find a place hereafter, and I haſten 
to quit a city where one exiſts in the midſt 


of ruins, where every object inſpires grief, 


| Where the inhabitants are a mixture of Moors 
and Turks whoſe crimes have expelled them 


from their country, where the Bedouin 
Arabs come and. rob you in open day, and 
where, in fine, nature, dead eleven months 


of the year, decks. herſelf in a momentary 


Wroure, n to inſpire laſting regret. 


* 
+. abe the honour t to o be, &c. 
+ 
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„ 1 ES n WEE 
The route from Alexandria. 70 Roſetta, cergſi 


_ the, de gert; ;. with the deſeription_ of Alben 
"_ formerly Canopus; 4 the \ famous. temple, 


NT 


of Serapis ; the - I fivals held. there ; z 5 


_ dangers of the de gert, and the lb 


5 5 environs e 828 e Inv 
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. | RAVELLERS, 85 0 go from Awe 
andria to Roſetta by land, 4020 the canal of 
Faoua on the right, paſs near the ruins of 
the grand circus, and, on the left, meet 
with the remains of Nicopolis, a ſuburb 
which was embelliſhed by Auguſtus, after 
his victory over Antony. Here, for the ſpace 
of two leagues, nothing is to be ſeen but 
heaps of rubbiſh; burying the precious re- 
mains of antiquity. Coaſting, _ afterwards, 
beſide the ſea, the proſpect extends on one 
hand over waves, and on the other over ſandy 
fields, of melancholy 12 arid N 
which 
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which is here and there interrupted by date- 
trees. The Bedouin Arabs bring their flocks 
to feed here, during winter, and, in ſummer, 
gather ſouda // in heaps, burn it, and. (ell 
the! aſhes to the inhabitants of Alexandria, 
who export it into Syria, and the iſle of 
Crete, Where it is uſed in making ſoap. 
| Theſe wandering Arabs, on the firſt tidings 
of a revolution in Egypt, mount their horſes, 
infeſt the high roads, and plunder travellers, 
Six leagues from Alexandria is the Madia, 
(g) where there is a ferry, at the farther 
end of the canal of Canopus, which, taking 
its departure from Faoua, falls into the lake 
Behera. This lake is ſeven leagues in cir- 
cumference, and empties itſelf into the ſea, 
_ near Alboukir, (4) which ſmall town is the 
ancient Canopus. Its diſtance, ſix leagues 
from Pharos, and its ſituation, on the ſea 
ſhore, perfectly agree with the deſcription 
the ancients have given us of Canopus. 
Plioy, who. had. collected the. authorities ot 


Kali, fouda, or glaſs i, is a creeping Woe 
which grows in the ſands. | = 

(8g) Madia, in Arabic, ſignifies , the, pegs over a 
lake, or rivers pen 
| AB. This place i: is called Beer vo mariner. 1 N 
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antiquity,” ſays; it was formerly an iſland, 
which the aſpe& of the place makes cre- 
dible ; the land lies ſo low, in the neigh- 
bourhood, that the ſea covered it, in part; 
in Strabo's time. (i) The city, built on a 
rock, which forms an excellent road for 
| ſhipping, was ſecure from inundation. 
Canopus was named after the pilot of Me- 
nelaus, who died there; ( his tomb was 
to be ſeen in the age when 8. Epiphanius 
wrote. The pleaſantneſs of its ſituation, its 
temple of Serapis, and the cunning of its 
prieſts, rendered it one of the moſt famous 
places of pilgrimage in Egypt; multitudes 
came there from the moſt diſtant provinces, 
and eſpecially from Alexandria. Licentiouſ- 
neſs reigned, during theſe feſtivals, and plea- 
ſure, more than religion, led the pretended 
worſhippers of their God thither. The prieſts 
were not leſs eminent as phyſicians than as 
interpreters of the oracle: ſkilful in reſtoring 
their exhauſted I. by Era baths, 


71) Strabo, lid. 29054 i "th duc ite A 
64 Strabo, lib. 17. Diodores Sicutes/ 8. Epchas- 
nius, lib. 4. cap. 3. Theſe authors confirm the opi- 


nion of Homer, who makes Menelaus land in n Egypt 
dis the pat K vil bates vis cd 180 


ws, * a 


, f . 
Je #41 76 | 
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4 LETTERS: 
An renovating an injured ſtomach by nutri- 


tive and ſucculent food mingled with ſpices, 
and in heating their imaginations by volup- 
tuous pictures, they ſucceeded in reani- 
mating the half loſt ſenſes. Their cures, 


all attributed to Serapis, were regiſtered, 


and this dazzled the people and encreaſed 


their celebrity. Never had Divinity more 


adorers; never had prieſts more offerings. 
( Strabo affirms, the canal, between Alex- 
* and ans 4 was n night on 


3 contains a 5 . to 3 
where diſtinct adoration is paid to this God, in whom 
the very beſt people have faith. Some of the prieſts are 
employed in writing the miraculous cures, performed 
there; others the oracles, which are there pronounced; 
but the thing moſt aſtoniſhing is to ſee the prodigious con- 


_ courſe of people, who come, from all parts, to the feaſts 


of Serapis, down the canal of Alexandria, which is, day 


and night, covered with boats, full of men and women, 


who ſing and dance with extreme licentiouſneſs. Stra- 
bo, lib. 17. | | 

Theſe pilgrimages s exiſted ! in the time of Hers- 
dotus are ſtill continued; the Pagans went to the tem- 
ple of Serapis, the Turks go to the tombs of their ſan- 
tons, and the Copts to the churches of their ſaints ; 
all abandon themſelves to mirth, nor has Turkiſh gra- 
vity aboliſned the wanton ſongs and dances which ſeem 
to have originated with the Repei. 5 


| day, 
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| day, with boats, containing: pilgrims whoſe 
| ſongs and dances ſeemed inſpired by libidinous 
diſorder, and frantic-joy. This canal is at 
: preſent - dry, during one part of the year; 
and the ruinous town conſiſts only of huts,” 
and a caſtle, provided with: a few 1 WE 
nee to defend the roddGGe. 
Paſſing the ferry, Madia, we come to a 
carmailary..: the ſole aſylum, againſt theſe 
burning heats, to be met with during a 
journey of fourteen -leagues.' Beyond lies an 
extenſive, barren, plain, where neither ver- 
dure, tree, nor ſhrub, are ſeen; the eyes 
are half blinded, by a torrent of light; the 
ſkin parched by the fiery ſun. Eleven co- 
lumns, erected at proper intervals, direct 
the traveller acroſs the defert, where the 
wind agitates the ſand hills till they reſem- 
ble the waves of the ſea. Woe be to the man 
who, in the midſt of this deſert, is overtaken 
by the noon day whirlwind! If he has not 
a tent to ſhelter himſelf, he is overwhelmed 
in drifts of burning duſt ; which, filling his 
eyes and mouth, deprive. him of breath 
and life. The wiſeſt way is to make this 
journey by night; and then, at break of 
* the traveller difcovers the palm and 
| ſycamore- 


* 
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ſydacdore · tres Cm which adorn the banks 
of the Nile, and preſently arrives at Roſetta 
bathed in ſweat and ; dew. Nn 36/3; wid 450 1e 
When, aſter a long abode in the centre of 
ruins, and a moſt fatiguing journey, one 
finds: one's ſelf in the midſt of a pleaſant 

city, ſurrounded with groves and verdure, 
poſed to enjoy all the beauties of nature 
Such is the traveller who, quitting Alex- 
andria, comes to inhabit Roſetta: eſcaped 


ſelf tranſported into another Eden, where 
every object is the ſymbol of abundance. 


Rotſetia, called Raſchid by the Arabs, 
ds on the ancient Bolbitine branch, to 
which it has given its name. It was found- 


2 in 5 ens century; ; ( 1) the 1 


£22 #1 * ſand 
n) The e les pile bug a = which 


grows on the trunk of che tree, and not at the end of the 
branches, and which, though ſomewhat dry, is eaten. 


This tree becomes exceedingly large, and tufted ; it ſel- 


dom gtows ſtraight, but is generally bent, and twiſted; 


its branches extending very far, . horizontal] y, afford ex- 
callent ſhelter; its leaves are divided, and its wood, im- 
pftegnated with bitter juice, is not ſubject to he worm- 
eaten. The fycamore grows ſeveral ages. > 
7 ) Neither Father Sicard, Pocock, Niebuth, . | 


any other Fe have fixed the time of the foundation 
of 


- 


fand banks of the Nile no 8 I 
ſhips to ſail as far as Faoua, this new city 
was built at, though now two leagues diſtant 
from, the mouth of the river. Abulfeda 
inſorms us it was an inconſiderable place in 
the thirteenth century, (o) nor had it greatly 
inereaſed two hundred years afterwards ; but, 
when the Ottomans added Egypt to their 
conqueſts, they neglected to repair the ca- 
nals; and, that of Faoua ceaſing to be na- 
vigable, Roſetta became the ſtore-houſe of 
the merchandize of Alexandtia and Cairo. 
Trade ſoon made it flouriſh, and it is now | 
one of the pleaſanteſt towns in Egypt. It 
ſpreads along the weſtern bank of the Nile, 
and is dag a league in an and one 


of Roſetta, Elmacin, p. 1 52, jnfornis- us it was built 
during the reign of Elmetouakkel, Caliph of Bagdad, 

about the year 870, and under the pontificate of Coſmar, 
patriarch of the Jacobines at Alexandria. M. Maillet 
allows it to. have been built only a hundred years, and 
thinks it replaces Canopus. This is an error. Proſper 
Alpinus has committed the ſame fault. 

- (0) Raſchid bakids ala garbi el Nil el garbi and meſab- 
bo fil babr. Roſetta is a ſmall city, built on the weſtern 
bank of the weſtern branch of the Nile, near its mouth. 


Belon, who travelled in Egypt in 1530, ſays Roſetta 


was ſmaller than Faoua : at Hah it is one half larger 
than that city. £27 
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remarkable public edifices are the moſques, 


light, bold, ſtile, and produce a pictureſque 


ſail, continually cover the river; while the 


riners, and their noiſy. muſic, . preſent, a 


„ 1D 


fourth as wide. No remarkable ſquare is 
ſeen here; no ſtreet perfectly ſtraight; but 
the houſes, built with terraces, ſtanding 
aſunder, and kept in good repair, have a 
pleaſing air of neatneſs and elegance. With - 
in, they contain vaſt apartments, where the 
air has free circulation through a great num- 
ber of windows, kept always open: the lat- 
tices and tranſparent blinds break the ſun's 
rays, and thus render the light mild, and 
temper the exceſs of the heat. The only 


the lofty minarets of which are built in a 


effect, in a town where the roofs are all flat, 
by throwing variety into the picture. Moſt 
of the houſes have a proſpect of the Nile 
and the Delta; a truly magnificent one! 
Veſſels and. boats, ſome rowing, ſome under 


tumult of the port, the mirth of the ma- 
ſcene ever moving, ever alive. The Delta, 
that immenſe garden, where the exhauſtleſs 
earth is never weary of producing , affords 
an eternal view. of harveſts, vegetables, flow- 
ers, and fruits, in ſucceſſion ; the abundant 
variety 
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variety of which, at once, gladdens the eyes 
and the heart. Various ſpecies of cucum- 
bers, delicious melons, the fig, the orange, 
the banana; the pomegranate, all grow here, all 
have here an exquiſite flavour. Vet how much 
might culture increaſe their excellence, did 
the Egyptians underſtand engrafting. = 

North of the city are gardens, where « ei- 
tron, orange, date, and ſycamore- trees are 
promiſcuouſly planted; though this diforder 
is negligent, the mingling of the trees, and the 
arbours they form, impenetrable to the ſun's 
rays, together with the flowers ſcattered : among 
paar render theſe groves moſt enchanting, 

When the atmoſphere is all on fire, when 
the big moiſture courſes down every mem- 


ber, when gaſping man pants after cool —_ 


as the ſick after health, with what ecſtacy 
does he go and reſpire under theſe bowers, 
and beſide the rivulet by which they are 
watered ! There the Turk, with his long 
jaſmin pipe wrought with amber, imagines 
himſelf tranſported into the garden of delight 
which Mahomet promiſed: thoughtleſs, in 
tranquil aparhy, he ſmokes the ſun down, void 
of deſire, void of ambition; his calm paffi ons 
never * Gaſt one curious look towards futurity: 
e | E 2 that 
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that refileſs Alen) bnorkdeh we ate tormen- 
ted, and which is the ſoul of all our knowledge. 
of all our works, is to him unknown ; content 
with what he poſſeſſes, he neither invents 
nor brings the inventions of others toi per- 
fection: (his life, to us, ſeems a long ſlum- 
ber; ours, to him, one continual ſtate ef 
intoxication; but, while we are ever purſu- 
ing happineſs which ever eludes our graſp, 
he peaceably enjoys the good that nature 
gives, and each day brings, without trou- 
0 bling himſelf concerning the morrow w-. 
Here, in theſe gardens, the young Geor- 
gians, ſold into ſlavery by barbarous parents, 
quit, with the veil which covers them, that 
decency. they obſerve in public. Freed here 
from all conſtraint, they cauſe laſcivious dances 

to be performed in their preſence, ſing ten- 
der ſongs, and relate tales, and romances, 
which preſent an undiſguiſed picture of their 
rate climate, they receive from nature a ſoul 
of energy, and tumultuous paſſions; brought 
afterwards" into Egypt, the fire of the at- 
moſphere, the perfume of the orange flower, 
and the emanations of aromatic plants, vo- 
a invade . ſenſe; : then does 
27 N one 
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one ſble care employ, one ſole defire-torment; 
them; one only predominant want is felt; 
thei violence of which is encreaſed by 'the 
FORE under which they are kept. ' 

The principal wealth of Roſetta e ben 
commerce! The tranſportation of foreign 
merehandize to Cairo, and of the productions 
of Egypt to the port of Alexandria, gives 
employment to a great number of mariners, 
theit veſſels are called ſcherms; {p) a light 
kind of boats, with lateen- fails, and which, 
having no deck, are very hazardous; a guſt 
of wind; coming unexpectedly, turns them 
on their fide; and they founder. The Bo- 
242, J for ſo they call the bar at the 
mouth of the Nile, is a dangerous ſhoal for 
them; the waters here drive and ſtruggle 
to find paſſage into the ſea, and, when the 
wind freſhens, the waves run mountain- 
high, forming whitlpools, which” engulph 
veſſels. The Bogaz is ſhallow, and, in the 
—_— of en, e nom more chan 
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of p Scherm, a es pag, Re 
ſmall veſſels {kim the waves; the ſailors « of Nl 
all them, by corruption, germe.. 

' (4) The word, m is pen of the kn 
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a paſſage of ſome, ſex fathoms for the. vedlels, 
which, is continually. changing: a boatman, 


or pilot, keeps ſounding, . night and day, to 
direct the mariners what courſe. they must 


ſteer, ho often are incapable, with all their 


ert, to cope with the winds and waves; they 
mils, the paſſage, get on a ſand bank, and, 
in a few, minutes, all is ſwallowed. up in 
a. vortex of water. and mud, [Numerous 


ſhipwrecks happen every year; there have 


been ſeveral ſince I have been here. A large 
boat, richly laden, periſhed yeſterday, on the 


bogaz 3. the paſſengers. leapt. into the water; 


an old and feeble man clung to the maſt, 
and diſappeared with it; three young girls, 


5 after long, ſteuggling with the waves and 


current, were ſwallowed up; two robuſt ſai- 
lors got aſhore; a woman of thirty, who had 
tied a child ſhe ſuckled round her with her 
ſaſh, ſwam vigorouſly; z, the. deſire of ſaving 
her infant gave her fortitude; yet, after an 


hour's contention, againſt: the violence of the 


ſea, this affectionate mother was on the 
point of periſhing, the victim of maternal 
love; the boatmen, however, perceived her, 


plunged into the Nile and haſtened to her 
es ſpent with fatigur ſhe ſcarcely 
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eduld keep herſelf above water; but the 
ſwam beſide, ſupported, and happily — 
her on ſhore. Theſe W ſcenes aro 
frequently renewed. 

The bar of the Nile i is wohl cloſed, two 
months in the year, and the commerce of 
Alexandria interrupted ; but, were it to be- 
come totally impaſſable, and were all the 
ſhipping of Egypt to be ſwallowed up, the 
Ottoman government would not remove one 
foot of earth from the canal of Faoua, to 
render it navigable. Committed to their 
care, e e p ne is re- 
3 419% 8 | 
I have many more Wäg Sir, to tell you 
concerning Roſetta; but, as 1 thall prolong 
my ſtay in this city, I ſhall wait till obſet- 
vation, and the ſociety of its inhabitants, 
ſhall have ſtill better enabled! me” t to execute 
NE 31113 1 | I i as 
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ee may e e the 
cutioſity of A. European, who. ſees ſo many 
new en that he mende himſelf, 9b 


* 


ture, all he beholds. is changed. A dead. 
ſilence reigns, throughout the city, _uninter- 
rupted by the noiſe of carriage; camels, are 
the carriers here; 35 nothing alters or Aer 
the grave walk of the inhabitants: t heir 
long garments float down to their heels ; the 


* 
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head is loaded with Aa heavy turban, or en- 
circled by. 2 ſhawl; Fo 2 they cut their hair 
off, and let their beards grow. Saſhes are 
common to both ſexes ; „ the citizen. is armed 


<< 70 bey wink . az 1 ee Ale of ſilk, 
and ſometimes of wool, | in xlong piece, round the head. 
l 4 with 
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with a knife; the ſoldier with a ſabre, and 
two piſtols. The women of low rank, whoſe 
| clothing eonfilts of an ample. blue ſhift, and. 
long drawers, coyer their faces with a big 


of cloth. having holes oppoſite the Spes; 
the rich ear a large white veil, with a black 
filk mantle, enveloping the body like a do- 
mino, ſo that one would think them in maſ- 
querade. A ſtranger ſcarcely dares look at 
them, to ſpeak would be a crime; but theſe 
maſks. are liberal of their ſigns, and oglin 
and, as this is the only language 50 70 
permitted to uſe in public, it is more ex- 
preflive, more copious, and in much higher 
perfection than in Europe: : every thing is 
ſaid, every thing is wonderfully Rat under 
ſtood, without opening- üs 292291 
The country! is as different from th: a - 
bouchood of Paris as is Reoſetta from a 
town in France. An i immenſe flat, without 
hill or mountain, interſected by innume⸗ 
rable candls; corn fields; | branching ſyca- 
mores, whoſe" unperiſhable wood preſerves 
the mud-wall hut into which the huſband- 
man retites during winter,” for he "fleeps 


under the ſhade in ſummer; 1 i in 
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cluſters, or Earn a over the plain, the pr: 
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fuſe fruit of which is: nutritive, ſweet, * 2 
falutary.; the caſſia, with flexible btunt 


inches, 
decked in yellow flowers, and bearing u pod 
well known in Pharmacy; // orange and 


citron-trees unmutilated by the pruning knife, 
whoſe projecting odoriferous boughs form 
arbours impenetrable by the ſun's rays; 
ſuch, Sir, are the objects of the Delta, and 
ſuch its principal trees and ſhrubs. Win- 
ter does not rob them of their foliage, they 
are apparelled all the- nar as " any _— 
were Mare. * 
Thhe land is a black wil, the fertility of 
which ſeems inexhauſtible ; ever productive 
and never fallow. The huſbandmen have 
been preparing the rice grounds. Oxen, 
blindfolded, turn à machine, with buck- 
ets which empty water into a baſon, 
whence it is diffuſed over the fields, where it 
is left to remain a week: when the earth is 
thoroughly ſoaked, men, women, and chil- 
an N 808 0 to thy! e walk and fink 
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wes This 5 hn 2 we ſmall, SORE 
and contains the caſſia uſed in Pharmacy; the caſſia 
of Egypt is much preferable to that of America, but, be- 6 
ing dearer, is neglected by the druggiſts. The Egyþ+ 
tians uſe the caſſia flower as a laxatix ee. 
Hy; deep 
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deep inta the mud, and eaſily free the land 
from the old roots. This work done, rice of 
a foot high is tranſplanted into the rice bed, 
ſt where, watered every day, its rapid 
growth. is aſtoniſhing. | The grounds, on the 
banks of the Nile, and the canals, are plant- 
ed about the end of July, and reaped in No- 
vember; the ſheaves are ſpread on the floor; 
2 kind of low cart, with cutting wheels, 
drawn by two oxen, is driven, by a man ſeated 
rated from the grain, which is | afterwards 
winnowed ; it is next carried to granaries, 
where there is a mill that frees it from the 
huſk ; and, thus prepared, it is mixed with 
falt, and encloſed in Couffes, (u an ee 
the leaves of the date · tre. | 
The rice grown round Roſetta is 3 Wh 
the name Sultani, and it is a miſtake to fup- 
poſe this rice is ever ſent to Marſeilles; be- 
ing appropriated to the uſe and conſumption 
of Conſtantinople, there are very rigorous 
lun which pee its e ee t The 


if F The ar rice comes ee the 4 rouze | 

(u. The word conffeis Arabic, and ſignifies the oval 
panniers, made ef ee en in es the rice is 
wan „ 1 
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that, in twenty days, it is a foot and a half 
8 high, and ſo thick that its ſurface appears | 
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at Damietta. 24qo34 1. 0010105 -v01tamol: 
As ſoon as the 7 EH ns the ſtubble is 
torn (up, the land ſlightly dteſſed, and batley 


is ſown, which preſently-ripen Thoſe who 
prefer a crop of hay ĩnundate the field, and 


one: ſolid verdure. It is three times cut before 
the ſeaſon of tranſplanting: the rice; thus, the 
ſame field will either yield two 'crops, of 


grain, one of rice, the other of barley, or 


four, one of rice and three of hay. This 
fecundity is; however, peculiar to the Delta; 
where the land, lying lower than in the The- 


bais, may be watered all the year, by means 


of the canals and machines above - mentioned. 
- Roſetta has a manufactory of cloth: the 
flax of the country, long, flexible, and ſilky, 
would make exceedingly fine linen, did theß 


know how to work it; but the ſpinners are 


very inexpert; their thread is coarſe, hard, 


and be Wie _— e err w_ 
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dew ĩs for table linen ; the teſto dyed blue 
clothes the common people. 
One of my walks, round Noſetta, was to 
ſee the caſtle built by the Mamluks, to de- 
fend the paſſage of the river. This is a ſquare 
building, flanked with four towers, containing 
atillery; and ſtands. a league north of tlie 
towyn, on the weſtern bank of the Nile. Front- 
inge it is a platform furniſhed with cannon; and 
theſe two forts, inconſiderable as they are, 
would. be ſufficient to ĩmpede the entrance of 
ſhips, if the Turks underſtood gunnery. Here 

however they are ſafe; Nature has been care- 
fol to defend the mouth of the Nile, by 
throwin 8. up a dan gerous bar, the terror of 
mariners 3 it: would Sven be G impoſſible for 
gun- boats to: paſs thi: did not the boatmen 
of the bogaz ſerve them as pilotss. 
South of the city, on the bank of the 
Nile, is a ſmall «eminence, in the midſt of 
which, an antique tower, half buried, raiſes 
its head. A large ſemicircular-baſon, beneath, 
indicates a harbour, at preſent filled up. Some 
years ago, a Turkiſh merchant, by cauſing 
part of the rubbiſh to be removed, found 
twenty beautiful marble columns: this was 
to him an : unfortunate diſcovery. The Beys, 
thinking 
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_ thinking; he had carried off concealed trews 
ſures, pillaged him of his wealth. None 
the learned, who: have viſited en * 
endeavoured to diſcover what city could have 
been built here. /y) M. D' Anville ſuſpects 


the ancient Bolbitinum might have ſtood not 


far from the place where Roſetta is built; and 
he was not deceived, for the ruins I deſcribe 


are near this city, and can only appertain to 


Bolbitinum, mentioned by Stephanus Byzanti- 
nus; which town gave its name to one 4 | 
the mouths; of the Nile lf 

This is a moſt pictureſque e 588 ruin- 
ous tower is ſurrounded by tombs; on the 
weft is a deſert plain, over the burning ex- 


tent of which one cannot glance without 


ſhuddering; the flooding light, reflected from 


the ſands, pains the ſight, and the picture of 
ſterility fills the mind with melancholy. But 
turn to the caſt and how wonderful the con- 

( ») Neither Niebubr, dom th nor F ater 
"HEN mention it. Maillet, who, was an exact oh- 
ſerver, remarks there had been an ancient city in this 
place, which, he ſuppoſed, might have been Canopus; ; 
but the ſite of Canopus is fo perfectly deſcribed, by Stra- 
bo, Pliny, Diodorus Siculus, &c. that there can be no 
doubt it ſtood where Alboukir now ſtands. 


traſt ! 
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traſt! Ho charming the view f Here the 


majeſtic riyer is covered with boats, and the 
Delta with all the graces of ſpring, the beau- 
ties of ſummer, and the profuſe richneſs of 
autumn; as far as the eye can ſee are ver- 
dure, fruits, and corn fields. Is not this the 
picture of that Eden where = Creator ve 


- the firſ of mortals? 5 


Tou are bent wa We Phi; aſs 
celebrated ſerpent-eaters of antiquity, who 
ſported with the bite of vipers and the cre- 
dulity of the people. Many of them in- 
habited Cyrene, a city weſt of Alexandria, 
and formerly dependent on Egypt. Lou 
know the pitiful vanity of Octavius, who 
wiſhed the captive Cleopatra ſhould grace his 
triumphal car; and, chagrined to ſee that 
proud woman eſcape by death, commanded 
one of the Piylli to ſuck the wound, the af+ 
pic. had made. Fruitleſs were his efforts; the 
poiſon had pervaded the whole maſs of blood, 
nor could the art of the Pſylli reſtore her to life. 
Would you ſuppoſe, Sir, theſe ſerpent- eaters 
fill exiſt? I myſelf : am a witneſs they do, as; 
you! thall hear. 
The 
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with attention. 1100 fi 
- marched in "Oey each p 


alt were Gettvas to WI — — 
their eyes, and thoſe who obtained thie fa- 

vour; returned ſatibfied; the tumult was re- 
newed inceſſantly. After this came the 
Cheiks, prieſts of the oountry, wearing lea- 
ther- caps in the form of à mitre, and ing 


ing, as they flowly walked; the hymns of the 
Koran. A few'paces behind them I'perceiv- 
ed a company of men, apparently frantic; with 
naked arms, wild eyes, and enormous ſer- 
pents in their hands, which -twined round 
their r and eee Ps, 


os Our Lad Aab -IT ter cabiag beings 5 
ants of Abraham, from Iſhmael, hold n great. v vene- 
ration, and keep an annual feſtival ihn . 


Theſe 
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Thad Pill (a) ſeiing them —— by 

| the. neok, avoided! their) bite, and, regardleſs 

of their hiſſes, toute tham with their teeth 

and eat them alive, while the blood ſtreamed 
ir .mbuths3; other Pſylli ſtrug- 

a with thew, 6 0 force away their ren 


e 


ing ſerpenc. . | Ye 
The aſtoniſhec enen Fe uy 
eried A miracle They ſuppoſed theſe peo- 
ple inſpired, and poſſeſſed by a ſpirit, which 
deſtroyed: the effects of the bite of ſerpents. 
The. deſcription I Save ſent. you is exact; 
the ſight firſt terrified me, and afterwards 
led me to reflect on man, that ſtrange crea- 
ture, to whom poiſon becomes food; that 
credulous being, Who, blinded by his 1 igno- 
rance, cannot detect a fraud which is annu- 
ally practiſed, but is prompted to worſhip 
one of his own ſpecies, who has art ſuffi- 
cient. to deceive, him. You perceive, Sir, 


(4) The Pfylli, men of Cyrene, poſſeſſed a ſecret 
againſt the poiſon of ſerpents. Strabo, lib. 7. 

Perhaps, by feeding on their fleſh; they PO 
effekt of their bite. 
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where that tyrant, cuſtom, has partic 
erected his altars and his throne) i. + 
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rnb from, Roſetta tg Balles. Obſervations 
on the manner of navigating the Nile, on the 


canals cut from. it, the towns, villages and 
hamlets, built on their. banks,. the productions 


and cultivation of the country, and fo 9205 
tom. 57 the mnhabitants. 
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rell. L. M. g 
Roſetta, OR, ift, 1777. 


Ax ND now, Sir, be pleaſed to imagine me 
on board a mach, that is to ſay a large 
two maſted boat with an agreeable cabin, 
and a ſmaller one hung with mats curiouſly 
worked. A tent on the deck ſhades me from 
the ſun's heat, and, thus ſeated, from this 
charming proſpect will I endeayeur to trace 
objects as they riſe to view. It is now one 
o'clock, the anchor i is weighed, the fail ſwells 
and the north wind, which blows without 
intermiſſion at this ſeaſon. of the year, with 
eaſe carries us againſt the current: briſkly 
we Lut the waves which whiten on the prow 


CE of 


of our ſwall veſlel. The; high, minarety,of 
| Roſetta diminiſh, and every moment new, and 
delightfyl views fix our, attention. The 

ſhores of the Nile ee in reeds, the | 
plains, with, com; t the rice is maturing, for 
the fickle, -and the wind. agitating its pliant 
ſurface, makes it reſemble the waving Mo- 
tion of the ſea; the huſbandman, whoſe care 
it is to water the harveſt, opens the Auices, or 
cloſes the dams at pleaſure; the ox turns the 

noiſy creaking wheel which raiſes the waters; 
diſtant cots and hamlets riſe, and now. and 
then a few houſes. of bricks, ſun- dried; and 
now we behold a ſmall moſque, with its mi- 
naret by turns concealed and feen among the 
tall trees, ſurrounded; by the orange, the 
palm, and ſycamore, every object ſcems; to 
ſpring from the boſom of profuſion and ver- 
dute! We have already paſt various villages, 
and an iſland, on the banks of which water 
melons grow; of theſe we bave made ; ample | 
proviſion, for it is impoſbble to be ſatiated 
with them. Nurtured in a rich foil and 
ripened by a penetrating ſun, here, armid 
theſe heats; their melting ſweetneſs is mot 
delicious ; ; "and, What encreaſes their value, 
moR & healthy; they — be eaten to excels, 

| | without 
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vithdur" danger ot e The ifland 
where we ötaſtzed then lies between the 
villlges' Bering and Nfeballel e Emm. 
Vonder we perceive à brafithing canal, 
which, "quitting the Nile, goes probably and 
diſthirges its waters" in the lake Bebira, 
through" wich thete is a paſfage to Canopus; 
and fow we arfibe at Dorout; a charming 
village on the wWeſtern bank of the Nile.— 
The ſun declines,” and his departing rays 
gild che towering minarets of Fabia, of which 
we have'a twilight glimpſe ; we hall x remain 
U night Wick . r of this er 


een 111199 n r 1 5 


1 { 260104 0291 1228" Eero 5 =_ OA. ad. 
Fadua wer Roh its ancient bemalt 
in the time of Belon / it was ſecond on- 
ly to Grand Cairo. The Venetians kept a 
Conſul there, and merchandiſe was brought 
ticker up the canal that leads ts Alexandria; 
wee being no e de Roſetta 
eit d 03. ft 
146) Me have beſote ee ee t in the 
fifteenth century, about fifteen years after the Ottoman 
conqueſt. This naturaliſt traverſed the greateſt! part of 


the Eaſt, ana imported various exotics into France. To 
him we are indebted for the evergreen oak, which, in the 
was of- winter, preſerves a faint i image of — 
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is now! becom flouriſſling, and Faoila has 
loſt, with its commerce, the ſdurce of its 
ſplendor: IL have taken a haſty ſurvey of it, 
attended by the Janiſſary who accompamies 
me. Large ruinous buildings; ſquares, lond- 
ed with rubbiſh ; btick houſes, out of ra- 
pair, many moſques, deprived ef all».orha- 
ment; but ſew inhabitants, and thoſe poot ; 
ſuch are the melancholy remains of this cr- 
v lebtated city of the Mileſians. Fe rHuilt Tin 

> the. neighbourhood of Canaphs, and ſume- 

hat infected by the ſame immorality, the 
Anhabitants permit proſtitutes to lide in a pub- 

Ac Kan, and wink at their diſorders. They 

Antercept paſſengers, before: whom Ps 
and dance, after the manner of their count 
nothing can be mote licentious than their 
ſongs, or more lafcivious than their lonks 
and geſtures. In the neighbourhood: of this 
city ſtood N apefutia, which alſo was founded 

0 =_ e aha An; 2112 16213 48. 5 LANE. 10 
1 The ever c 5 Lhe has 1 5 
| run the dawn, and the matiners have un- 
re their ſails; and now with eaſe we cut the 


1 60 1 obſerved, it in my | firſt letter, that? it was ; the Mile 
fans who built the city at preſent called Fa ac. 5 5 


* A 
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capi cutrent, have alfcadyipaſt-ſeveral-iſlands, 
almoſt under water; and hamlets- of which 
.weocaught an occaſional glance} amidſt the 
luxuriant verdure; already we are five miles 
from Faoiia, oppoſite the mouth of the canal 
dug by Alexander, and which the negligence 
2 Turks has ſuffered to be in p 
Four leagues down. its:ſtream-{tands; the little 
— —— by Copts and 
Mahometans, which is the Hermopolis Parvs 
deſcribed by Ptolomy, Strabo places it beſide 
canal of Alexandria. Abulfeda has preciſely 
marked its ſcite. a/ The neighbouring lands 
produce much flax, wheat, Pane. —_ 1 > 
which-is an annual plant. 

As we eee ee eee ee ee — 
eee with, and others ploughing 
againſt the ſtream; we hear the rude and 
fla Damanbeur is 2 ton of Egypt to che South-eaft 
of Alexandria, near the canal which runs thither ;, it is 


the capital ol Behira, and is called Damanhour of the 
deſert. ( ( .) Oua m men balad maſr Damanhour. Qua hie 


* 3 


fl-Mark, ;"6ua"1-genoub ei en Fleſcanderie. Oua hie caadat 
"Ubehire; Ous lch Kalig'Eleſcanderie. Ou taaref Da» 
minhour el ouacheſb. 7 Abulfeda Di ion of Egypt. 


* Fo called to diſtinguiſh, it from two towns of theſame name, 
"Io being, not. fax, from the dean in w e 
Natroun. he EYE WIND 


| 245 * F 4 


noĩſy 


- 


. hoarſe Ni, it ö 
and the artleſs teed flute. Theſe noncetts 
charm not the ear et do they ãnſpite he 
beart with; gladneſs. Amd:now betds of oxen 
lou in che meadows the. huſpandmeu peo. 
ple the: plain ta water their harveſtss the 
maidens come from the villages, -towath their 
linen and draw::water:;: they dreſs themſelves 
Peſide the ſtream 3 their. pitchers and their 
clathing die ſcattered on the hank "they 
rub their: bodies with the mire of the Nile, 
plunge into it, and ſport among its waves. 
Several of them came ſwimming round our 
boat, and crying ya ids at maydi:' Give me 
a medin, Sir. Ce, They ſwim with grace, 
and their Hair, knotted in treſſos, floats upon 
their ſhoulders; their ſkins are of a ſwarthy 
dark brown, but, in” general they are ex- 
ceedin gly well formed, and the eaſe with 
which they ſwim, againſt the rapid ſtream, : 
is a proof of the force and agility. which ex- 
erciſe ill beſtow, on the moſt delicate bo- 
A Thus the beauteone Naauſicaa, 2 Har. 


70 Tinh! 


"t) Tbe 7 ann, is 2 ball piece or plated copper | 
hw hree fatthlngs; Bun OE An 8 10 "Ii gat 815 
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u wathed he ents; bed wich her 
agpesche, den B mer pectedly ood 
naked beſore them. T8 Hoa e SP Has 
-Theinwjnt/freſhengpand/ our dark fwiftly 
cuts the tide the tbrtuous eue vf the Nite 
every mothent preſents us A new proſpecte 
W 4 village lofing itfelf- in the diſtant how 
rizon, there a town, with a moſque and u 
1 growing by its fide; 
and evety here dove Houſes, of a pyramidal 
form, in \hich innomerableflocks of pigeviis 
are aſſembled.” Fed on FN W enen 


By EL SPOON +, 

| (2) bbc Was 3 on ths, W prays, 
where, overcome with fatigue, he lept, among tho brakes, 
on a + bed 975 flowers; ; thitksr: Naufiraa and her 8 


having bathed, amiifed ciechtalies with throwing ſtones, 
one of them fell near Ulyſſes, who awaking, ran ran to the 


© & SS 3 4s 


fight: of a man, W bad na other covering ein che E 
of a. tree, „the female faves all fled, but the daughter of 
Alcinobs remained. / With dignity the liſtened to the 
unfoctunate:Rranger,- gave him conſolation, recalled her 
maidens, commanded them to-waſh and clothe him, in 2 
tunie and a mantle. . The poet has painted, with admix- 
8 able art, in the perſon of Nauſicaa, the noble dignity 
of. birth and. virtue, who, Fertain of herſelf, fled not at 
| the tight of a naked man, f es Na way 
wretched, ſhe might 2 1 


4 — 


nd! 5 e they 
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274 | LE Ar TE N 8 


they art plump and delicate; and only coſt 
lahret medins.c; a couple 25 che inhabitants 
mannure their plantations f water melons 
with their dung. Night drawe On. and each 
Stakes to his arm ſor the Nile {warms with 
pirates, ho attack boats, under favour af the 
darkneſs, aſſaſſinate paſſengers, who are off 
their; guard, and ſeize their effects. We 
have: caſt anchor ; the maſter cpllects his crew, 
Band, with a grave deportment, xelates mar- 
ellqus tales; to which, his is gir cular audience 
uten, with Gleat auen. 40 bon cn 


wh * 


. f n enn 901 "From on Yo! oa! 4 
” We vj ao 1 al Abe between a FAT | 


0 MONDO! 


| 9 8 and the mouth of the canal of Menouf, 


of Damietta, and obliquely . interſes. the 
5. v tt is stieen en lone Nd wide, 


Four ieder d down the dream, on its banks, 
ãs the pleaſant city of Menouf; 6 the ca- 
0 80 of the province. ad . rebideace of the 


(50 The Delta is Aided i into two provinces, in 
ec two Beys reſide. i Menouf is the capital | of the 
upper, and Mehala el Kebira « of the lower; z the hi is 


; Bey. 


called Menoufia, the Jatter Garbia, 


Bey iart ſtande i the midtpFrfertilerfichds;. 
SWI With Wheat, beaus, bamiergn (ih uind 
delfrra; /i) ſhaded by groves of tamarind 
und date trees ud inhabited: by: flight f 
pigeons; which; never hearing the! terriſymg 
eiploßen ef powder, are as gentle. a ur 
ehe sb ng 23ats tnjisb 
By -breale of dey the north wind had filled 
687” falls, ald we coated among illes; the 
gros of which grows exceedingly high, and 
ler ves às puſturage fot᷑ buffaloes. The: herdiſ- 
man, ſeated on the withers of the foremoſt, 


deſcends. che b banks of the river, ſmacks his 
whip, and leads the way 5. the whole. herd 
4 follow, and lowing { ſwim to o paſtüte, bow 


1183 29 


55 the Water from their large : "noltrits, 


a the ſummer heats they liye 4.8 the 
71 211 

* 6 i) Tue bamier' bears a pyramidal pod, in ſederal 

wing of® citton colour, und full of ſpicy ſetd. 

When cooked with meat, this pod is very wholeſame 

food, and very agreeable, 1 to the. taſte. The Egyptians 
8 Np lefi it in t their rögouts. ] 

£ Nie e Diurra, or Tadian millet, 8 2 ul plant with 


7 2425 y Jeaf; it bears à pod that contains much grain, 
of 9 the huſbandmen make bread, Tournefort calls 
a, it, "Mt n aFuhdindtrum 4 14 'albogue ſominv: Linnæus, 
N Fa glam villoſts ſen ; minibus OY © N 
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1 "CE 
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Nite; "ying among the wätersdu Vite the 
beck, and febcing, En the tetzder Mert thar 
s „pon its banks. Thel cowe yield 
undande of ch mile, of Which theinlia- 
bftants make excehletit butter: 
Our view is boüffded, ofthe fotith, V 
grobe of dates and fycamotes, behind wh 
the Tofty inarets of Terraua appear. This 
little town; built on che weſt of the Nile, ig 
but eight leagues from the monaſtety of br. 
Macarius. Hither the natroun is brought, 
which is obtained from two lakes and much 
vfed by the Egyptians. | Some miles higher, 
armiong the ſhade of palm- trees] we ſee "the 
ſalt port of Onardan'; where Father Sicard 
burnt beaps of aneient manuſotipts, depoſited 
ina dove-houſe, pre ding they were books 
of magic. (I Thus, in a moment, blind fa- 
naticiſm deſtroys the treaſures of : "Ages. ne 


0 1) The following pallige is from Father Sjeard.” 05 1 
ce was informed that a dove-houfe, i in this village, was fi 
led with papers, containing magic characters, bought of 
* ſome religious Copts, and Schiſmarics : I performed 
et my duty, without reſiſtance, and etected the Jeruſa- 
40 lem crucifix, which the Copts revere, with great de- 
< yoticn, in their ftead. ” Lettres Edifiantes, page 53. 
| By this it appears be there Vitae theſe nie full 
ef hieroglyphic characters. . 


The 
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The ſun has half ron his courſe ; we have 
left Ouardan on our fight⸗ and, if th@ 1 Fin 


continues dat reach; Boulae: wi ogg 


both ſexes, exercing n ves by fwim⸗ 


ming: chey daub themſelves: with ou 
plunge into the water, and land but to dive 
again: "Swimming is here the pleaſure d 
neceſſity.” Egypt being every where inter 
ſected by large and deep canals, which are 
full of water in the time of inundation;, it is 
often. neceſſary to croſs. ſeveral of them, in go> 
ing from one town to another; and, on 
theſe occafions,. men and women ſtrip them- 
ſelves of their light clothing; their ſhirts, 
and drawers, tie them like tut bans rountl 
the bead, and betake themſelves to ſwim: 
ming. A” European is. forprized to fee the. 
females preſerving. a ſmall morſel of cloth 
to cover only their faces: a Turk could 
eaſily explain this Phænomenon. gar Dei 
We e Ire arrived at the angle od che Delta 
where the Nile ſeparates, and where it is 
two miles wide; the Arabs call this part 
of it Bari & Batare ; abe Cow's . 15 25 _ 


* 


I 


4 by eight 


* 


N | * 7 2180 | 
eight leagues diſtant, and are gilded by 5 


rays. of the ſetting, ſun: they” reſemble; two 


pointed mountains, loſt in the ;Glouds. Hail 


to theſe monuments, the moſt ancient of the 
Works of men 15. The very fight infpires 
religious awe l. How many generations have 


affen away ſince theſe enormous piles have 


ſtood at he foot of that mountain Where 
they ſtill remain! The ſhades. of night en- 
velop them; and our Hilots, now near the 
end of their voyage, make the air reſou 
with their riotous joy; they Tight up up th 
lanthorn, which is to prevent the weil from 
being run down, and perhaps ſunk, by the 
innumerable boats which paſs and repaſß, and 
we ate riding in the midſt of an ever Vrying 
IMumination. It is now eleven O clock, and 


Op ol anchor n N the port 
of: Grafid Cairo. 5 ds, Jai 10 nile 
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Grand Caim, irbe capital of Egypts: deſeribed f. 
2 ERQUITHS :. Soncerning : its foundation, ub 
vrnolt rum abe naſt authentic: Arabi 
Neno 311 t 0% 246 Loot 
93 gin 40 BSDAGL 24 i oy . L046 gondii. 6 214 
ly 1690 Won oM. L. M. : 1840 har 
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HAVE now been nine months am inlia - 
bitant of Grand Cairo, that immenſe city, 
where Eurgpeans crouch: in the duſt, and 
where the game of Frank is opprobrious . 
(u There, the fanatic. laws of Viahommet 
Sign triumphant, and the Muſſulman, fank 

in igngrancę, imagines: himſelf the moſt. ſu- 
blime of beings: with ſecret Aatisfaction he 
applies to himſelf the following texts: 

« You are the people on earth moſt ez ex- 
« cellent; your laws ordain equity, forbid 
&* crimes, and you believe in God.” 
"SE The Chriſtians, unbelieving Jews, _— 


7 (m) The moſt reproachful epithet an Egyptian tia cs 
uſe is the word Frank, which eee | 
tion for 1 | 


0 idolaters, 


„% rr KD 


vidola rd, are the moſt perverſe of n 
„ bot che facebful, who” practiſe virtue, are 
the moſt perfect wart of Hes os Comal | 
This oracle, which no one is ſo inetedu- 
lous as te diſpute, feeds thier pride, "ind 
| they tread under foot all "who are n 
chal aich. To avid being boat 
me populace,” and accompliſſu the purport 
of” my voyage, I have aſſumed the habit 
and manners of a Turk; my tanned ſkin 
is become Egyptian; a ſhawl, bound round 
jg conceals "my bar, und long whit: 
bers thide my cheeks.” "Thanks to this me- 
es morphef, and the caſe with” which 1 
bea Arabic, I : I unmolefted walk the ſtreets 
of this city, an ad its environs ; 10 /and, live fa- 
miliar jp its Reange inhabitants. |  Curio- 


e of realen l. feeble Whete 
an imperious paſſion. rules. 70 this ps ic A 
iowever, you ate indebted. for. deſcriptions, 
which will at Left, pe els the 1 merit of 
being exact. a 7 BER er IgE 
N wt rand C Cairo 135 A Modern vin n, 4 "this 
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of the (Oriental, hiſtotians, I. will ite their 
own, wards 4; for, when we ſpeak of; their 
times, ex tbereſelyes can, ertai y a us 
the heſt information. ns "alba av acth; 


NOW 955. fy . "Hegyro,:fof 
. « of the;prinoes, of Fay en tered Egypt, 

. ata he. head of a formidable army, and 
** conquered it ſtom the Abaſſides, (p From 
N 8 rayers were read ia the 
names of the 6-.Fatimites,, og} The con- 
*\  quergts.: wanting a place in which te 
te eftabliſh his ſoldiers, laid the foundations 
90 era, a n BE an 


ty A. * mus 5 1 4 nd * 43253) 


e) Elmacin, page 222. 

(D The caliphs of We fumdering upon? ' the 
throne, '- were'/ ſucceſſively ſtripped of their vaſt -domi+ 
nions, hy their governors; till, of a power which made 
the whole world tremble, nothing remained, except the 
title, and the barren privilege of being named firſt at 
prayers in all tlie moſques. The conqueſt of Mods i 

rived them of that honour, which was not reſtoted td 
them er years after, - when Salah Eddin, of * 
mily of the Ayoubites, ſeized on Egypt. + BS 

(20 The Fatimite caliphs e derive their origin Hot All, 
who eſpouſed Fatima, the daughter of Mahomet. In the 
year 496 of the Hegyra, they founded'a kingdom; on the 
coast of Africa; where they reigned till the year oye. 

The city the Europeans call Grand Cairo. | 


"Yor, I. Rs * Beige, 


* As ESTATE R 8 


ve. Emperor, asd com. And 0 
Fe Land army to inhabit this new city. Four 


40 = "in Rabac, fare came done tits . 
* conqueſt... This year the building of Sand 
* Cairo Was completed, and the; domitiion 
| « 7 of, the Fatimites rendered. permanent. 
ns ©: Mogz, in a mandate to his on, ns be | 


* lng words. 1 At the moment this 


city was founded, the planet Mars was in 
«© aſcenſion ;and it is Mars who conquers 
<< the univerſe; () therefore have I given it 
* the name of Elkahera.” e The fouhds: 
tion of Grand Cairo has been a ſubject of 
diſpute, and error, among travellers, | and 
learned men; (u) permit me, therefore, Sir, 
to ache to che ee of- amine, the de- 
18%  {eription 


14 ; 
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hs 62. The: excavations were GY which ſurrounded he 
city; materials were prepared ; the aſtronomers, with 
mathematical inſtruments, obſeryed the aſcent of Mars; 
at the proper moment, the ſignal was given, and the 
foundation of Elkahera Was laid, with ſhouts of joy. 9 5 

U The word Elkahera is the, name of the- We 
Mars; and likewiſe ſignifies victorious. a ROE. 

* 92 Proſper Alpinus ſays, Grand- Cairo is weck 
10 ede eee called) eee Leck. Eau, 
page 17. 4 120 222 Mir, 1 LIE os 

F ather Sieard Ne Grand 1 was vet, 
N N bn 
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of 


ſcription of”. Abulfeda. "tz * This Witte? 12 
mous both as à4 gebgtapher and hiſtorian, 
has bequeached us many a6} a aktica- 
lat: no whers ell to be hufd. n 
4 Beſide Foſtat, 5% a little to the {ith 
«AqHds" the city of Elkahera, built by che 
« Fatimite caliphs. Theſe princes, hd had 
« founded an de on the coaſt of Bar- 
1 —_ becamẽ "maſters of Egypt. c . he 
«« { firſt 4 very 


OP NAA: n en E 2H OE ee ok 
En el Has, eee Omar. Laure, Eq iflantes,” 
page 466. : 0 in n 1 5 


The 9 — I Nr a are - ſufficient ge af theſe, 
European writers ; ; whoſe opinion, void of proof, is con- 
cradiQtory to all Oriental Hiſtor r. nac 

(x) Oua a4 Janeb el Foſtat men amal medi- 
ce net elkahera, abedſh: elkolfa elfatemioun Ellazin Za- 
"= barou Belgarb, tom melekou el maſr; oua kan acual 
ee men melek menhom bemaſr Moaz ebn Elmanſor— 
66 Oua akhtat elkahera fi ſenẽ teſſaa oua khamſin, oua 
« talat maiat; oua canet elkahera biſtanlebe, tailoun, 

ala elcarb men medinet melkhom elmarouft velexradih ; 3 
« oua ſamet elkahera Veltefaoual ai ickhor men khalef 
<« amrha; oua elkabera leiſt ala ſhatt el Nil, belfi 
e ſharkio; oua el Foſtat ala hafat el Nil; oua hie 
«© mahatt, ou acllaa lelmarakeb, -oua beſabab Zalek far 
G el Foſtat adtar Wm oua arkas aſaara men elkahera.” 


A 3 #1; Abulftda's Deſcription" ef Egypt. 
3 50 Foſtat is . as which we e mak call Old 
Cairo, JS e 10 8 Kb ee 7 


idk: G2 1 Moa, 


1 L E T TI M 
#4225, the 88" of Elinabll tis 1680's 
« foundation of Caird in the ychr 35 of 
Kue Higyta. Te ground on whith it 
es built Was "garden, belonging tö the 
« fn © of Tüulon, / 2 wich Mood be: 
wc fide the royal quarter of Catayalh, ( 4 
m which He keſided. This new efty was 
Hamed Elkihera, as predictive of the cn · 
„ queſts" it "ſhould heredfhf Bbtain oer its 
A chemies. It 3s not, Mie Foſtat, Nituated 
e befide” the river Nile, but 4 Httle to the 
eit; for which reaſon the Litter is beſt 
e adapted to. trade; "boats come up to'fit 
0 gin Ut: 4 03 
kx) Toulon, a 0 gorernor af Egypt rebelled 
py Abou Elabbas, the ee de 


FFV 
and — himſelf x — r of the « Por | 


Rk his deſcendants reigned till the year 292 
being Vanquiſhed by 'Mahommed, general of: Motel 
_— the ſeyentecnth > vol of the. n they 


a 2 1 Oe hich 2 

. cauſed-to be built, as well as the palace he inhabited, 
which is at e known by the name of Calaa elka- 

beck. UAH S. i 10 £1404 St 31132 R. a0 855 ( 
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G Eo 95% 
enn ath Egypt, and propifons ae * 
« ceedingly. cheap there,” of 1" of: 10. 2 
„ Ahbulſeda, ande Experience, | by : both, tell 
| the ggtuation of Grand Cairo is, nat 10 File 
tageogzs os that of Foſtat ; (nor is; its diſt- 
ance from, the Nile the only, difagvatitags 
felt there: athe ſteril chain of mountains, 
called ttam. totally void f verdure, 
a proſpect of 1 ſand, and ſtones 
caleined hy, the fun, are on its eaſt; and, 
2 the north wind does not blow, "reflect 
a fufſocating heat on the city; the inhabi- 
pe breathe. a burning air,. and are obliged 
to wait till night for refreſhing coolneſs. 
For this reaſon, it was long, before any 
Ting! was e ſeeft where ws now Rande 


+ + a $4: 45 


deidene which 1 ſhall relate With hi ade 
becauſe it affects our d,] - hiſtory. The 
Frenc] 7 under the command of king Luſig- 


S Ig f Spy * 


nan, extended thei! conqueſis oyer Syria, and 

carried their victorious arms as far as Egypt. | 
. In bas. auf 364 © of 98 e 1⸗ 

ee Sf er 
: ils Z 43 1 48 Nd Ne . 155 1 1 718 en too! 

Ou fi sené aba bua ſettin da hams Unlat 

* r melekou Pept oua nahabouha, oua catalou 
| | G4 7 46 _ 
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* took Belbeis by aſſault, put à part of the 
6 inhabitants to the ſword, and led the reſt 
<, captive... Elated with ſacceſs, they marched 
1 toward, and ſeized: on, Cairo. Sbaauur, 
. < Qing of Egypt, ſet fire to Foſtat, fearing 
Tei would fall into their hands, and the 
e ſpread ſo rapidly that the city 
« burnt during four and fifty days. Unable 
<<.to, repel, by force, his. enterprizing ene- 
ee mies, this feeble prince had recourſe to 
« artifice; he gave them a hundred thouſand 
3 „ dinars (crowns of gold) and promiſed: them 
| « a million, on condition they would-retice; 
« they did ſo, and loſt 1 ee . 
«the promiſed ka cd 1. 
| BV the. diſaſter of F oſtat, 77 10 Pex. be- 
came en enriched ; 3 the unfortunate, inhabitants 
quitted their aſhes, and took refuge i in the 
new city, which aſſumed the pompous ſur- 
name ab; Mz af, Peculiar | to the rk ſe 


4. Ahefba, 6 ou e 3 tom Ts pity: N A 
« nazelou ala elkabera oua nl 4. Feharac Sa- 
« ounr ' medinet maſr raufan men en iemlekha elfrangi; 

fe baquait elnar tehrokha arbaat oua Khamſin ioum; 
40 oua aneh Shavuar elfrangi, ala elf elf dinar, jehmelha 
„ eleihom, fe hamal eleihom maiat elf dinar, fe ſalbom 
| — en derhelou an elkahera leicdar ala g ma pants oua 

51 haſalo, fe rabalous. Abulfeda. tale 1 


A . 5 ws 5 Egypt, | 
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Egypt and Salah; Edain came here; ond bas, a 
N the Anmeßtr of ace ee 00 Ka 


wi 
£% * 


60 3 walls mhjch furround-G rand peel 
7 the caſtle on mount Mokattam!. (4) The 
« circumference of theſe walls was 29, 30% 
_ < cubits, (about three leagues) and he coiti-. 
«, ned this work till his death.“ C 
Theſe walls are ſtill almoſt perfect, e | 
ocoppangily.” much concealed. by ruins and 


19 ) be t pane Salah Eddin, « or Saladin, 22s 8 | 
MY: rred With the Franks, and drove them almoſt ; 
entirely from the Eaſt, was appointed governor of Egypt, 
by Nour Eddin, in the year 564 of the Hegyra, of which 
he became ſovereign three years after, and rapidly ex- 
tended his conqueſts in- Syria and Meſopotamia. He 
was born at Tec crit, a ſtrong place between Bagdad and 
Moſul, in the year 533 of che 8 ad died at Da- 

7 in gn - 4001; D805. i NID, 
1 pa Ca 5 dua Ante maiat) amar 
60 Sa Eddin inan eſſour eddiar ala maſr elkahera, 
«our nt 2 ala eggebal eimokattam. Oua dour tele 
teſſaat oua aſherin elf draa, oua e drags, jt. 
« * lam izel « claml bY A en LP 4 _ 
| fe 7 of Saleh Eddi, 


tx; 43 


: 140118, OKs: as TAE 1 - 
(e) This paſſage abſolutely overturns the opinion or = 
Father Sicard, Who ſays the caſtle was built by Queen 
Semiramis; and alſo that of Shaw, Niehuhr, and many 

other writers, who Have ſuppoſed it the fortreſs of Baby- 3 
lon, which the Perſians built in Egypt. 


„ 


00% TAGS houſes: 5 


28% * K. EA 


heuſes : they baue. ſeveral gates, — 5 
and majeſtic architectureq which, with ſome: 
moſques, deſer ve the admiration of travellers.- 
Sgleh Eddin, the protector of letters, builen 
upiverſity in the quarter of Carafe alſo che 
beautiful moſque in which is the tomb of Shafec 
fey, the founder of one df the four ſects of the 
Sunnites. ) The moſque Kill: ſubſiſts but 
the univerſity is in ruins, and the academy a 
mah. EJaſhar (the moſque of flowers) has ſup- 
ped its Placs. Arts and-ficnces Suden | 


then. "nay. +:Bathies| to er Way” ; 
ledge, they have ſtifled wiſdom and learning 
throughout their whole empire: their only 
ſtudies, at preſent, - are theology, while-their 
innumerable commentators have made à chaos 
of, the Koran; grammar, which is neceſſary. to 
read: this book correctly, in which is con- 
tained their religion and-laws ;- and aſtrology," 
a ſtudy to e 20s nations RIOT . 


addicted. 
Hh Cairo wa 


K 3 f * " "is. 


In the fifteenth c 
one of the richeſt and mac & bod cities 


77 Thoſe ſects of the . called 3 by 
the OO are . Hanefi, Hanbali, . 


in 


"A 


boy N AG. Y P 


im the woͤcld, the emporiumsof Europe aid! 
Aſia, and traded from the Strait of Gib 
raltar do the fartheſt limits of: Ria. hen 
diſcovery of che Cape of Good hope, and tlie 
Ottoman conqueſt; have Pb a; nad 
part of in apuleabe ald ſplendor t yet net- 
withſtanding many of ite ' canals, | Which 
brought the itreaſures of the Eaſt ind Weſt. 
are become dey, and the city itſelf groans 
under the {yoke of the Pacha and four and 
twenty Beys, its admirable ſituation, and th 
feertility of Egypt, are advantages b great | 
that, in a ſpace of three leagues, it ſtill con- 
tains a N e N and en, 
riches, 20 TL > Fg00175 
Lchope, ic 0 rid how: cited 
will. aſcertain” the origin of Grand Cairo. 
Before I am more: circumſtantial cencerhing 
this city, it ſeems neceſfiry to deſeribe Foſta 
of Which I have ſpoken fo. much, and this” 
will be the ſubjcct of my next letie. 
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Fit funded ty Ale Bla Elaas? N 2 e city „ 
. inhabitants, and monuments, with "the 
ancient canal that ran 70 the Red Sea, de- 
1  Refutation of thoſe authors «who 
Save ſuppoſed this city. ta be the ancient 


38 one by Semiranis, F 4 ge 


* 


, * 35 
* Sov. To M. 1. . 459 UL 


COLES LI 2. „ 2 


HE city ot: Foſtat, N 7 M0 


| Old. Cairo, has been, Sir, the ſubject of 


many diſcuſſions among the learned who have 
written on „ (8) Moſt "of. them, 
_ ſearching. 


to]. 

( ) M. Maillet pretends the governors of Egypt, 
under the Em perors of Conſtantinople, made Foftat their 
place of reſidence, hen Amrou ſon of El Aas took it, 
after a long ſiege. Deſriptien de Fenpte, tom 1. p. 104. 
—This is an error. . 

Shaw, ſpeaking after the geographer of Nubia, fays, 5 
% The city of Foſtat is the very ſame called Maſr, a 
<& name derived from Mifraim, the ſon of Ham, che fon 
cc of Noah, to whom be peace, for he was its firſt foun- 
& der.” Shaw's Tok b Þ- 04 1 is opinion is fat 
fret the ck ft 20 Toi nom is) 

Father Sicard, citing FO AY PI 46. Old Cairo 
ah was the ancient 1 n ſettled the Babylo- 
a « nians : 


* 
: * 
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ſearching, Greek and Latin authors for. its 
origin, have been deceived: had they looked 
into the annals of the Eaſt, they would have 
found the truth, and N a multitude of 
errors which, have glided into their deſcri; p- | 
tions. 1 an follow my uſual plan, and, 

inſtead of opinion, cite facts.” 5 1 | 
Fe In, the twentieth. Year of the Tema 
” Amrou, ſon of EI Aas, built Maſr Foſtat, 
jn the very place Where he bad encamped: 
& before. he went to the ſiege of Alex 

6e. dria. His tent Was left ſtanding e 
% becauſe he would not deſtroy a dove's' 
«, neſt and her young: returning from his 
600 conqueſt, the general laid the foundation 
« of the city, to which he gave the name of | 
Foſtat. (6b). | 
This paſſage preciſely marks. the foundation 
of Foſtat, where the governors ſent by t the 
Caliphs fixed their reſidence. It to K che 


te nians in this city; who, having canquered- rer. 8 
<< remained there. Lettres Edifiantes, p. 473. 

Old Cairo was th built in the time of Jolophys, = 
hiſtory teſtifies, but the fortreſs of Babylon, Ten IgG: 


the place where that city was built, remaine . 
(% Elmacin. Hiſtory of the ora PR in ande, 
ie tent. BYE) N i . 8 12 e 


% ; ory * * * « ogy 2 
Of, Var «$f 8 „ r F . 008 une 
«af A428 wu i 4 : £ 4s &,4 ua Lg? + " 
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ich i. preſerves cs dit de- O i? 
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futnameirof! Maſt; (3): Whicts Mempliise Rad 


before borne, and which the "Atibe abwiys 
gave to the capital vf Egypt; and its tuation, 


on the banks f the Nile, and ntar fl canal 


communicating: with the Red Sea, - foot 
made it flouriſh. It wab about to leagutt in 
circamference, when Shaottar, '{4)iAive han< 

dred years aſter its foundation, ſet it on fire, 
toi preſerve it fron the French. This was 
che fatal period of itł power) for, with its 


Inhabitants, it loſt its trade and riches. Grand 


Ciro then betame the abode of lords and 


kings, und received the pompous nato of 


Mafe.' Foftat, then, added the eplthet Blatt, 
fignifying"the ancient, te that 6f Maſt, 


n The. Arabs to that Miſtaimy the fob of 
Ham, ez ae and ſettled in Egypt, which + there= 


| fore, call Maſr; and beſtow the ſame epithet | on the 


metropolis of the oountr r. e 
i See the preceding r 
The oriental hiſtorians. haye never. called Foſtat 


55 by the name of Kahera (Cairo), 3 they firſt named it 


Foſtat, then Foſtat Maſc ; and, ſince its decling,, Ma 
Elatik.. 0 'he Venetian merchants firſt gave it the name 


f OI½ Cairo, and travellers have repeated the error. 


Qua Foſtat madinẽ mahedta benaha amrou ebn class, 


nun fatah diar maſr fl khalafet Omar. , Qua, can fl | 
.mauda el Foſtat Caſr men bena claouail iecal lo caſr 
elſhamah, 
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hx To: thetrabove! deſeription o Elmaæin tha 
larned Abulfeda adds isircumſtances which 
throm gteat light on hiſtary is? Amuouz ſon 
te the foundation of Foſtat, under the ali 
0 phet af Omar. Near the place m whigh 
ehe built it was as antique caſtis, called 
abe Caſtleof Lugbti. The moſque oi Omar, 
_ 4,builtiae a. little diſtance ſrom the ground 
%, ohich the: general had erected his tent; 
«ſtood vvithin the city. Foſtat Maſr aas 
« theiſeat of gorernment, in Egypt, tilb tlie 
time that Ebn Toulon built, north oß cats 
walls, the ſuburb of Catayab, to which:he 
«« retired vvith his army, and there founded 
« the celodratannple whit: bear hi, 
% name. oa (m) „ | 
The outlines of the eilte, west ig by 
Abulfeds; fill remain. om are thick walls, 


2 a9 oe 211 {La 

elſhamah, fe: can Foſtat amiou be janeb 2 Jameh 

elmarouf bejamèh Omar be maſt, 'Oua lam texel ma, 

oua bie Föſtat co courch felmemlcke'e: jar elniaſriat betta 

taulz atine Elin Toulon. Oda dens FJ ou eras 
2taizh' f Therkdl "maſt," Ou 'bena tad ak 

amel elarcuf be dfabish Tailaun. Abulfeda Deſe 

tion of Egypt, p. 4.5. Sg ISt (3&1 5 bas ils 

Len T rivdifioned this eiple in the proteding 257 

it is one of the moſt bedutifil moſques in, tan 
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4 U the form o parallelogram, the ant! 
quity of which is very ſtrikeing! It ſtands eaſt 
of Foſtat, on the ſide of mount Mokattam. 
Chriſtians inhabit theſe ruins, ang which 
the Greeks and Copts have churches. Several! 
aneient arches are ſtill ſtanding, betwetti this 
place and the river; there are others half” 
deſtroyed, and a hexagonaÞ building, on the 
banks of the Nile, denotes the remains of the 
aqueduct which conveyed water to the caſtle. 

Here then, Sir, behold the fortreſs of Baby. | 
lon; an object of reſearch and error to ſo 

many of the learned: it was built by the Per- 
ſians when they ravaged Egypt; under Cam- 
byſes; or, as other writers will have it, when 
Semiramis came there, at thè head of à formi- 
dable army. We may know” it from the 

8 of Strabo. (# 2 The Ferſians, wh 


„% ¾ Moon Hang int fi: 
pr Up. the Nile, 9 Heliopolis, now called Ma- 
taree, two leagues from Grand Cairo, is the Caſtle of 
Babylon, fortified by nature and art; it was built by 
ſome Babylonians, Who, with the conſent of their ſo- 
vereign, retired thither. Here, the Romans keep one of 
che three legions, who guard Egypt, in garriſon,” The 
mountain gently deſcends from that fortreſs. to the 
banks of the Nile ; „ 2 hundred and fifty Laves are conti- 
nually employed in in raiſing water * thither, wy the means g 
- wheels and ſcrews. Strabo, lib. 7. 


adored 


0 N. K EY” PT. DE 


idored the ſun, kepticac perpetual fire Herez 
which occaſioned. the Arabs 0 name —_— 
: colic Hb io HA eg 0 At 

| Mair Elatik ene in ex 
tent, but is ſtill very populous; and tolerably + 
commercial. The boats from Upper Egypt 

come here, and from hence aſcend again up 

che dee % The Copts are very numerous, 

and have ſeveral churches in this place, the 

largeſt of which is that of St. Macas 
rius, where; the patriarch is inſtalled. The 
church of, St. Sergius contains a cavein 

which, the chriſtians hold in great venera- 

tion, pretending that the holy. family, fly 
ing from Herod, retired here. L ſaw 
the hiſtory. of this flight painted an the 
door of a receſs, in which they ſay maſs: 
the coſtume of the Eaſt is perfectly obſerved 
in this picture, and the head of the Virgin 
tolerable.” The e of —— nr 


{47 : s 
4 
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9 5 Siegen, the parallelogram f — 


(a) Ni 


this caſtle, in 125 plan, of Cairo; 3 but he has 1 it for, 


thy citadel; the OATS of eonttracding which be bas, 
| beſtowed upon e eee eee 


no 
#3 
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We: ) The 'Arabs call Upper : t, Said, Phat 


N Marr F pa, and” ending; at e formerly 
$yene, 5 ä 
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modern 
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modern painters, too often deſtroy dane 
of their fineſt eompaſit ions. 
A hexagonal building a P the e- 
trance of Old Cairo, each ſide of which 
is eighty feet wide, and one hundred 
high. Oxen mount up a very genile aſ- 
cent, and turn a wheel, which raiſes water 
to the ſommit of this building" five baſone 
receive- and retum the water into an aque- 
duct, ſuſtained by three hundred arches, 
which . conveys it into à reſervoir ;/ there 
other oxen, and a new machine, raiſe it to 
the palace of the Pacha. This is a work 
of the Arabs, which they have conſtructed 
according to the plan of that deſcribed by Stra- 
do, the remains bf which are ſeen between the 
_ Citadel of Babylon and the Nilo; the only 
difference is the mn a oxen 
inſtead of me. 

The environs of Maſr Elatik are ede 
over with ruins, which indicate its ancient 
extent, and which, were hiſtory defective, 
would ſufficien tly. atteſt it to be modern. 
They want that majeſtic character the Egyp- 
tians gave their edifices, and the impreſſion 
af which time cannot efface. Neither ſphinx, 

. nor obeliſk can be found, among 
theſe 


* 
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eſe heaps of + rubbiſh. Within the: city 
are thick walls,” round a great ſquarg, in 
which they depoſit the corn af. the Thehais, 
deſtined for the proviſion of the troops: 
This. encloſure they call Joſeph's granaries, and 
the nate has impoſed upon ſome travellers, 
who. have taken i it, without examination, tor 
the work of the ſon of Jacob, though there 
is nothing appertaining to it which beſpeaks 
antiquity, and hiſtory has informed us, It 
was built by the Mamlulk kings. Memphis, 
the reſidence of the Pharachs, was the place 
where Joſeph, the ſuperintendant o of the Pp 
of Egypt, erected his magazines. 0 
Juſt with 


ut Maſr Elatik, near the wa- 
ter works, the khalig, 5 Which runs 
through Grand Cairo, and which is annu- 
ally opened with ſo Naar ceremony. begins. 
Moſt modern writers have attributed this 


a „ 


canal to the aue wee ben the | 


. | 
10 23 33: 


ne Afr M de M of 

(+) Sf call it e Te, "Shaw's Tra, 
p. 2946 Md. S a1 Ws 2 oh 20% * 

8 a . e * waters 
<at the Nile, is the canal that conveys. the water to 
Cairo, and ſcems to be that which was mads by Ta- 
e. * 2 oc. Trav. vol. I. p · 27. r 
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| ſays, the river of Trajan runs between He- 
5 liopolis and Babylon; but this Emperor cut 
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authority of that paſſage in 1 which 


no canal in Egypt; a work of this kind 
muſt me... attributed to his. ſucceſſor, - who 
built the city of Antinoe. The canal Pto- 
lemy means begins a league and a half below 
Old Cairo, and paſſes near Heliopolis; z, and 

this i is what Macrizi, ( with Fe calls 

the khalig of Adrian. 

The origin of the canal, 5 8 3 of 
which i is at Maſr Elatik is too well deſcribed 
by Elmacin,, for any one, who .conſults ori- 
ental hiſtory, to confound it with that of 
Adrian. Amrou having ſent intelligence to 


Omar of the taking of Alexandria, and ca- 
mels loaded with wheat to Medina, then 


ravaged by famine, the | Caliph congratu- 


| lated him on his ſucceſs, and thus added. 


Dig a khalig, /t) by which the produc- 
* tions of Egypt may be taken into the 


Father Sicard ves farther, and ſays—* This is the 
& canal which Ptolemy calls, amnis T'rajanus ; Quin- 
« tus Curtius, Oxius; and the A, . 
e Edifiantes, p. 470. | 
(. Macrizi, hiſtory of Egypt. 
Rs Elmacin, hiſtory of the Arab. 
Cr TR CW > 
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4 ſea of Colzoum, u and from thence to 
« the port of Medina. Amrou executed 
«, this great work, and dug the khalig to 
72 which the name of the river of the princes 
f the faithful - was given; ()] and the 
« veſſels which go from Foſtat carry the 
Ks productions of Egypt into the ſea of Col- 
5.va/JQn . 
This, Sir, was the origin PP: Is Cs 
canal which travellers, repeating each others 
words, have called amnis Trajanus, It be- 
gins near Foſtat, runs, lengthways, through 
Grand Cairo, fills. the ponds of that city, 
and empties itſelf, ſome leagues beyond, in 
the - Birque / of the pilgrims of Mecca. 
The various princes who have ſucceſſively 
reigned, over Egypt, ſeveral of whom were 
enemies to the Caliphs, have ſuffered it to 
become dammed up, and it no longer emp- 
ties its waters into the Red Sea; but, as it 
was cut through rocks for the ſpace of 
twenty-four leagues, the mud and ſand with 


cu) Colzoum, is the name the Arabs give to the Red 
Sea; it was derived from the ſmall town of Colzoum, 
the ruins of which are ſome diſtance from Suez. 
(x) Khalig el emir el moumenin. 


Cy) Birque is an Arabic word, ſignifying an extenſive 
piece of water. 
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which it is filled might cally be renioved. 
By this important communication With! the 
Red Sea, Grand Cairo would once möre be- 
Woche the moſt wan _ cojtitnertial: <i ty. 
in the world. 0 7 
"et me hope, Sir, ur Tov. Fa Walk 
will indulye 'me in theſe diſcuffiotis, fince 
they ſerve to-throw light on certain parts 
'of hiſtory which have been in the utmoſt 
obſcurity. 1 ſhall ſoon. have 'occafion to 
enliven and make my narrative more agree. 
able; the country where 1 am at preſent is 
another world, preſenting ſcenes continually 
new; I will endeavour to trace them fuch 
as: they are, You mall hear the Tutks 
Tpeak? for themſelves, "ſhall fee them act, and 
J will leave to you the \fatisfation which 
the 65 roo mind * takes in Judging 
On. 
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The: extent of Grand Cairo. 3-.its "Ao 
rarer, and moſques. The palace of Sa- 
- dab. Eddin, built on a beigt which over- 
| looks the city; where are found ſtately 
columns of e- and the an, we! 


| 0 1 L M. 


Tui E length of Grand Cairo, Sir, buile on 
each fide of the canal of the prince of the 
faithful, is one league and a half, from north 
to ſouth; and three quarters of a league, in 1 
width, from eaſt to weſt. Its whole extent 1 
beſt ſeen from the caſtle, built by Salah Eddin, 
on Mount Mokattam, (z) which over- 
looks the city, by which it is half encir- 
cled, like an immenſe creſcent. _ The ſtreets 
are ſo narrow and winding that it is im- 
poſlible to follow their direction, amidſt the 


(20 Mokattam ſignifies cut, and this rock is fo called 
becauſe it has been ſeparated by art from the mountain 
which, beginning at the cataracts, ends here: and from 
which *. is only about a h indre paces — 
| H 3 multitude 
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multitude of houſes which ſtand: crowding 
on each other; vaſt vacancies only can be 
diſtinguiſhed, and theſe are ſquares which 
become ponds in the time of inundation, 

and gardens the reſt of the year. They 
are rowed over in September, and covered 
with flowers and verdure in April. Some 
of the many temples with which this city 
abounds tower like citadels; and once, du- 


9 ring the time* of ſedition, the rebels re- 


tired to the moſque of Sultan Haſſan, from 
the top of which they battered the caſtle 
vrith cannon. | There is a vaſt dome over 
this grand edifice; its cornice, groteſquely 
ſculptured, projects conſiderably, and its front 
is faced with the fineſt marble: the gates are 
now walled up, and are guarded by Janiſſaries. 
Grand Cairo contains near three hundred 
moſques, moſt of them with minarets, which 


are high ſteeples of light architecture, and 


ſurrounded by galleries. Theſe give an agree- 
able variety to a city which, from the flatneſs 
of its roofs, appears uniform. Public criers, 

at iS hou. (a) call the people to 
1 prayers 
63 (s ) That is to ſay, at ſun rig, noon, three o'clock, 


ſun ſeiting, and about two hours after. "Theſe different 
| 1 ſervices 
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prayers | From theſe minarets : about eight hun- 
dred voices are heard at the ſame moment, 
from all quarters of the city, calling man 
to the performance of his duty to God. 
The Turks abhor the noiſe of bells, and 
ſay it offends the ears, is unmeaning, and 
proper only for beaſts of burthen. They 
derive this opinion from Mahomet, who; 
like a great politician, deſirous that all his inſti- 

tutions ſhould have one tendency, and wil- 
ling to captivate both the ſenſes and under- 
ſtanding, rejected the trumpet of the Jews, 
and the rattle of the Oriental Chriſtians. 
He knew the human voice would make 
a greater impreſſion on the mind of man, 
than the grating ſound of inſenſible braſs, 
and produced a holy ſummons, ſent _— _ 
ven, conformable” to his views. (86) © 


| fervices are called Sala P Far: a debr, a J . 4 — 
greb, el aſba. 
(b) The following is the form of wis ſummons: 
God is great. I bear witneſs there is but one God; 
I bear witneſs that Mahemet is his prophet. Come to 
prayer; come to wordip. God is great; In 8 
one God. | 
Allah Acbar. Eſhhed en la ila ella allah; cſbhed en 
| Mahammed raſoul allab. Hai ala es ſalat; * fa- 
lah. Allah Acbar, La illa ella allah =: 
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The caſtle af Cairo ſtands on a ſteep rock, 
andis ſurrounded by thick walls, on which are 
ſtrong towers. It was a place of great force 
before the invention of gunpowder, but, be- 
ing commanded by the neighbouring moun- 
tains, it would not, now, ſtand the fire of a 
battery ereted there two hours. It is more 
than che fourth of a league in circumference ; 
the rock being ſtecp, there are two roads cut 
to it, which lead to doors guarded by Aſſabs 
and Ianiſſaries. 0 c The firſt watch the 
lower part of the fortreſs, and the others 
what is properly called the citadel, whence, 
with ſix wretched pieces of artillery, turned 
on the Pacha's apartment, they oblige him 
to retire, as ſoon as the on: hare e the 
command. | 

This aka Sa the e at ha 
Sultans of Egypt, now almoſt buried under 
their own ruins; domes oyerthrown, heaps 
of rubbiſh, gilding, and pictures, the co- 
_ Jours of which have defied .corroding time, 
_ Nately marble columns ſtill ſtanding, but 
in general without capitals; ſuch are t the 
(ec) The Aſſabs and Janiffaries are troops bidiiging 


40 the Grand n e . 0 cher 
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+ * - tokens 
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' tokens of its former magnlfieence. In one 
of the halls of theſe ruinous buildings” the 
rich carpet is fabricated which the Emir 
Hadgi, (d) bears every year t6 Meecc '; the 
614 carpet is obtained in bits, by the pil- 
grims, as holy relics, and the neu covers the 
Caaba, or temple of Abrahan SOR 

The Pachas inhabit a large building, con- | 
taining not? ir g temarkable, the windows of 
which look towatds the ſquare Caramaydan. 
The hall of audience, where the Divan aſ- 
ſembles three times à Week, is as long. but 
not ſo wide, as that of the Palais (the Juſtice 
chamber) at Paris, and is ſtained by the blood * 
of the Beys, maſſacred ſome years ago by order 
of the Porte. Theſe arte, However, at pteſent. 

vereigns of Egypt; for the Grand Seig- 

nor's repreſentative | is a phantom with which 
they ſport : they keep him to ſerve their own 
purpoſes, then diſmiſs him with "ſhame. 
He cannot leave his palace, in which he is 
a priſoner, without their permiſſion. | Thus 
humbled is the Ottoman pride, thus feeble, 


(4) Emir Hadgi, or prince of the caravan, is the title 

of the Bey who undertakes. to eſcort the caravan which. 
departs ever ry year from Cairo to Mecca, © 

K See ret de la vit de Mahomet by Savary, p- 00 

585 thus 
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thus reduced is the empire en threatens 

ed to enſlave Europe! a 3+ e 

+» The mint is beſide ator where 
Yay: coin a prodigious quantity of medins, 
and ſequins, / ſtruck with the die of the 
Sheik Elbalad, /g / which I have ſeveral times 
viſited, The ſequins are made of the gold - 
duſt, ſupplied by the caravan of - Abyſlinia, 
which the maſter of the mint aſſured me an- 
nually brought more than 166, 60 6l. ſterling. 
Joſeph's well is among the things the moſt 
curious the caſtle contains. (% It is ſunk in 
the rock, two hundred and eighty feet deep, 
and forty-two in circumference. It includes 
two excavations, not perpendicular to each 
other. A ftair-caſe, the deſcent of which is 
mneir gentle, is ren round. the 2 


i a 8 

© A ſequin is a geld coin, — about ſx and three 
pence. 

( The Bey moſt — in Grand Cairo, afiinis 
the title Sheik Elbalad, . of _ n and the 
right of coining. | 

h Pococke ſays a Vir named Joſeph ſunk this well, 
about ſeven hundred years 2go, by order of Sultan Ma- 

hammed, the ſon of Calaoun: the Egyptians affirm it 
was Salah Eddin. It certainly, however, is the work of 
the Arabs, and not the , as Father Sicard | 


don 
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tion which ſeparates this ſtait· caſe from the 
well is part of the rock, left only ſix inches 


thick, with windows cut, at intervals, to give 


light; but as they are ſmall, and ſome of 
them low, it is neceſſary. to deſcend by the 


light of candles. There is a reſervoir, and a 


level ſpace, at that part of the well E it 
takes a new direction; and oxen which turn 
a machine that draws water from the bottom 


of the well. Other oxen; above, raiſe it from 


this reſervoir by a ſimilar machine. This 
water comes from the Nile; and, as it has 
been filtered through ſand FE Ht with 
ſalt and nitre, is brackiſh. 

The ruins of the palace of Salah Eddin are 
in the Janiſſary's quarter, and include the 
divan of Joſeph, (7):the' dome of which, and 
a part of the walls have fallen. There are 
thirty columns of red granite ſtill ſtanding : 

the ſhaft of each, forty-five feet high, is a 
ſingle ſtone. The variations in their ſize, 
and the ornaments ſculptured round the ca- 
pitals, beſpeak their Havin ig been yr from 


(i) Salah Eddin was ; called Joſeph, the ſon of 1 


his other names are pompous titles, given him by the 


Mahometans; on account of his victories over the Chrif- 
tian Princes, whom he * out of Syria. 
more 
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more aneient monuments. dome diſtabee from 
theſe beautiful columns is a delightful balcony, 


or pavilion, ſtanding in the higheſt part of 
de citadel, the praſpect from which is moſt 


extenſive. The whole of Grand Cairo, with 


its multitudinous moſques and minarets, is 
feen at a view. Towards Boulae, fruitful 
fields, and rich harveſts, interſperſed with 
| " groves of -date-trees; Maſr Foſtat, on the 
which, when inundated by the Nile, con- 
tain hamlets ſrattered up and down like 
n The landſcape is terminated by the 


it. o 


- pyramids, which, like pointed mountains, 


per loſt in the clouds. The eye is never 
- weary of objects ſo various and fo grand, and 


I have more than once enjoyed this view. 
The freſh air breathed. in this elevated ſitua- 
tion, and the coolneſs it imparts is an ad- 


ditional pleaſure. Seated in this delightful 


pavilion, how many agreeable thoughts ariſe 
in the mind; yet how ſuddenly are theſe 
ſweet meditations diſturbed by gloomy me- 
lancholy ! Here, in theſe rich fields, arts and 


ſciences once flouriſhed, where now an igno- 


rant and barbarous people trample them un- 
| Oy.” foot. Tyrann Fo with its iron ſceptre is 
1 , f become 


SN "x 0 XY pI; 
become the ſcourge of this firſt of countries, 
in which the miſeries of men ſeem to increaſe 
in proportion to che efforts of nature to ren- 
der them happy! It was but yeſterday, 88 I 
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Bie, ite per ef Grand Cairo, e 

Fanines, environs, and the garden of Hel- 
tai deſeribed ; with curious details concerning 
the Mekias, or Nilometer, on the beautiful 
ifland Raouda, bi abounds m ROE 
groves. 


To M. T. 4. _ 


. 


Gran 4 Cairo. 


Yo U have more —_ once, Sir, ren Bou- 
lac mentiened in my letters. This is the 
place where all the merchandize, coming from 
Damietta and Alexandria, is landed. This 
modern town, only half a league from Grand 
Cairo, on the eaſtern bank of the N ile, is 
two miles long, but narrow. It contains ſu- 
perb public baths, and vaſt okals. Theſe 
are. ſquare buildings, including a large court 
with a portico, over which i is a winding gal- 
lery: the ground floor i is divided into ſpacious 
magazines, and the rooms above have neither 
furniture nor ornaments. Here ſtrangers 
N 


ON E N Y N. 111 


live; and depoſit their wares 3 and, thats 
okals, having only one gate, like that of 


a citadel, are ſecure; - in time of revolt, 


from all inſult. Theſe are the only inns in 
Egypt, and ſtran goers Ae obliged to: find 
their /n furniture and food; for, in this 


country, money cannot e dinners ON 
dreſſed: ::5 on on a Wikio 5 

In front of the Doutes bf Desde are Fs 
thouſands of veſſels, of various forms and ſizes, 


at anchor. Some, large and ſtrong, carrying 
two maſts, are trading barks ; theſe uſually 


have a large cabin for paſſengers: others, 


light, and without decks, are only to ferry 


the people from one fide of the river to the 


other. A third fort are pleaſure boats, art= 


fully carved and painted, containing charming 
cabins, carpeted over, and affording ſhelter 
from the ſun's heat. Here, reclined at caſe 
on cuſhions, the wealthy go to breathe that 
freſh and cooling air which is continually 


active upon the Nile, and here admire the 


variegated landſcapes which its ever verdant 
banks preſent. When the wind is favour- 


able the (ail is hoiſted, and theſe light boats 
ſeem to Ws over the ſurface of .thy water 3 
| | when 
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when contrary,” robuſt watermen give _ 
almoſt equal ſpeet . 

Sppoſite Boulac is to ſmall — of En- 
2 biba; conſiſting of miſerable mud huts, built 
of a round form, under the ſhade of ſyca- 
mores, againſt which they reſt, ſome houſes 
ef ſun- dried bricks, and a ſmall moſque, 
which is ſeen at a diſtance among the fo- 
liage of dates and tamarinds. The inhabi- 
tants of Cairo go there to buy excellent but: 
ter, during winter; *. in a e deli - 
cious melons. 

Half a league North-eaſt af beni is hs 
old caſtle of Hellai, {4} which /is falling in 
ruins. Here the Beys, accompanied by their 
ſtately train, go to receive the new Pacha, 
and conduct him in pomp to the priſon from 
which they have juſt expelled his predeceſſor. 

Round this caſtle are ſpacious encloſures, 
where the orange, citron and pomegranate, 
- planted without order, grow exceedingly high 
and tufted : their twining branches form 
charming arbours, over which the ſycamore 
n _ extend heir ark n we, ; 
a It ſcems 1 this caſtle Letived j Jes name  froin 


Aber from which i it is not far diſtants * (2225 
and 
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and among them rivulets meander, and the 
cluſtering roſe and bazil bloom. (/) It is 
impoſſible to deſcribe the delight of breath= 
ing the freſh air beneath theſe enchanting 
ſhades, under a climate ſo continually 
poſſeſſing the burning heat of the dog-days ; 
this pleaſure only can be felt. The odour 


of the orange flower, and the aromatic em- 


anations of balſamick plants gently renovate 
the ſenſes, benumbed by heat, and infuſe the 


moſt agreeable ſenſations. It is dangerous 
for a European to frequent theſe groves too 


much, being peopled by concubines, whom 
the jealous an if ae gh lip, never _ 
don. 


7, Ignoſeenda quidem, ſcirent ſi ignoſcere Manes 


Beyond theſe gardens is the canal the con- 


ſtruction of which Macrizi attributes to the 
| emperor Adrian. Ptolemy calls it the Tra- 
jan river: it is almoſt dammed up. 
Having haſtily viewed theſe charming 
places, I returned, embarked at Boulac, and 


proceeded along the Nile as far as the iſland 


(1) The bazil, in Egypt, grows thrice-as high as in 
France, and exceedingly tufted and odoriferous. 


Vor. I. > . Raouda, 
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Raouds, in) which lies between Ola Cairo 
and Giza. For the ſpace of a league the eye 
is delighted with immenſe fields, of wheat, 
flax, and beans, intermingled with groves of 
dates, and Hamlets. I alſo ſaw the mouth 
of a large canal, on the left bank of the river, 
before I came to Giza. Cn) 5 
Being come to the projecting part of the 
' Mland of Raouda, I went to fee the Nilome- 
ter which the, Arabs call Medias. Co This is 
a high marble column in the middle of a ba- 
fon, the bottom of which is on a level with 
the bed of the Nile. It is divided, to the ve- 
ry top, into cubits and inches, and has a 
Corinthian capital on which a beam reſts that 
ſupports a gallery. The waters enter the ba- 
ſon through a conduit, when the inundation 
begins, and the criers examine the column 
. very morning, and lin the duly increaſe 


bm ) "IF ſignifies gardens, and the fand has ob- 


tained this name becauſe it t polling ſome charming | 


ones. 

(n) I rer NET? walked | the banks, and have 
followed its courſe for the ſpace of a league; it has 
various windings, and runs toward Libya. This was 
probably one of the TE which e wo ran to the 
lake Mareotis. | 


T ol Mekias —— e N 
through 


| through. Bi "ek of chan 8 5 When 
it is ſixteen cubits high, they open, with great 
ceremony, the mound . which. dams up the 
canal of the prince of the Faithful, and the 
Nile ſtreams through the city amidſt the ac- 
clamations of the whole people aſſembled.; 
but I will deſcribe | this. feſtival to you in a 
letter: on that particular ſubject. 5 
Before the Arabs had conquered 3 
us nilometer ſtood. in the little town of 
Halouan, five leagues. fouth of F oſtat, and 
oppoſite the ancient Memphis. * In the year 
ninety- ſix of the Hegira, ( 7 Ozama, go- 
40 vernor of that rich country, wrote to the 
« emperor, Soliman Abd Elmelek, that the 
«© Mekias of Halouan had been thrown 
« down. {g). The Caliph commanded ano- 
* ther to be built in the iſland that lies be- 
*« tween Foſtat and Giza. A hundred and 
85 forty eight years after, this nilometer fell, 
and the Emperor Elmetouakkel had ano- 
© ther erected in the ſame place, which was 


„ 8 


6 8 Wiley! of the Arabs. ih 
(9) It was natural to place the nilometer near Mak 
phis, which, when the Arabs conquered Egypt, was the 
reſidence of its governors; perhaps there were two, one 
on each lade of the tier. 
IX 4 called 
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called the new Mekias.” This nilometer 
ſtill remains. Nejem Eddin; ſon of Melek 
el Adel, who died at Manſoura, during the 
expedition of Lewis the ninth into Egypt, 
charmed with the fituation, built a vaſt pa- 
lace near the Mekias, and leaving that built 
by Salah Eddin went and inhabited it. The 
ſlaves whom he entruſted to guard it were 
named Baharites, or Maritime, and diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves at the battle of Manſou- 
ra. The apartments and walls of this palace 
are now ruinous, but the baſon, owing to its 
ſolid conſtruction, and the column, which is 
well ſupported, though they have ſtood nine 
hundred years, appear to have recevel: no 
damage from time. 
If Murtadi may be credited, in his deſcrip 
tion of the miracles of Egypt, the year that 
Amrou conquered this country the Nile failed 
in its annual increaſe, and the chief men came 
to ſupplicate the conqueror's permiſſion to 
follow the ancient cuſtom of drefling a young 
virgin in rich robes, and caſting her into the 
river. The Mahometan general firmly op- 
poſed the requiſition, and the Nile did not 
increaſe during the three months after the 
ſummer folſtice, But the alarmed Egyptians 


comin S | 
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coming to ſolicit him again, he wrote to 
Omar, giving an account of what had paſ- 
ſed. The Caliph anſwered O Amrou, 1 
> approve thy conduct, and the fortitude 
« thou haſt. ſhewn. The law of Mahomet 
«© ought to aboliſh ſuch barbarous cuſtoms. 
When thou haſt read this letter, caſt the 


s encloſed into the river.“ 


The encloſed letter ee the following 
| , words; | 


6 In the name of God, benevolent and merciful, 


The Lord ſhower down his benen 
* on, Mahomet and his family ! Abd Allah 
< Omar, ſon of Khetteb, 1 of the 85 
e ful, to the Nile. 

« Tf of thy own inherent virtue thou haſt 
© hitherto flowed in Egypt, ſuſpend thy 
e courſe ; but if it be by the will of Almighty 
5 God that thou watereſt this land, we ſuppli- 

_ © cate him to command thee to do now as 
cc 6e heretofore. 
Peace be with the Prophet, and health 
* and blefling upon his family.” _ 
The hiſtorian adds that no ſooner had this 


letter been chrown into the Nile than the 
7 3 | Waters 
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waters roſe ſeveral cubits. Though Ornar, who 
could burn four hundred thouſand volumes 


without remorſe, might have been very ca- 


pable of writing this; and though it may ap- 


| pear to be his ſtile and manner, I will by 


no means, Sir, warrant its authenticity, on 
the faith of Murtadi ; much leſs the miracle 
which followed : the cuſtom, however, which 
ſtill ſubſiſts, ſeems to prove the Egyptians 

formerly ſacrificed a youthful virgin to the 
God of the Nile; for at preſent they make a 
clay ſtatue, in the form of a woman, which 
they call The betrothed, and place it on the 


| mound of the khalig of the prince of the 


faithful, and throw it into the river previ- 
ous to the opening of the dam. Is not this 

the remains of a barbarous worſhip, which 
the Ottomans, notwithſtanding the horror 


they hold all kind of idolatry in, could not 
wholly aboliſh, being the ancient « error Lp 5 


ſuperſtitious Deane ET ns 

Having viſited the Mekias, and the remains : 
of the palace of Nejem Eddin, 1 walked 
through the iſland, which is one vaſt gar- 
den, ſurrounded by the waters of the Nile. 
Walls, breaſt high, protect its banks from 
the 1 impetuous current, On one fide, Old 


Cairo, 


\ 4 


Cai the watcr-works, and pleaſure N 


of the Beys, are ſeen; on the other, the 
pleaſant town of Giza, where there i is a ma- 
nufactory of ſal-ammoniac. The goyernor 
who reſides here exacts a tax from thoſe who 
viſit the pyramids out of curioſity. 


Loſt in agreeable. meditation, 1 entered a 


grove of tamarind, orange, and ſycamore 


trees, and enjoyed the freſh air be- 
neath their thick foliage. A luminous ray 


here and there penetrated the deep ſhades, 
gilding a ſmall part of the ſcene. Plants and 
flowers ſcented the air, multitudes of doves 
flew from tree to. tree, undiſturbed at my ap- 
proach. Thus abandoned to the delights of 


contemplation, and indulging thoſe delicious 


ſenſations the time and place inſpired, I un- 
cautiouſly proceeded towards the thickeſt part 


of the wood ; when a terrifying voice ſuddenly 
exclaimed—Where are you going? Stand, or 
you are dead.— It was a flave who guarded 


the entrance of the grove, that no raſh cu- 
rioſity might diſturb the females who repoſed 


upon the verdant banks. I inſtantly turned 


back, happy in not having been known to 
be a European. I afterwards under- 


4 3 
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ſtood the Beys go there ſometimes with 
their Harem, (r) and that any over inquiſi- 
tive ſtranger, who ſhould wander there at 
ſuch a time, would riſk the immediate loſs 
of his head. You perceive, Sir, how neceſ- 
fary circumſpection is in a country where 
the leaſt indiſcretion may lead to death. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


| tr) This name is given to the apartment of the wo- 
men, but it is alſo uſed to ſignify the women them» 
ſelves. | 5 5 
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of Hellpol, ah ancient city of. the Sum 
the flate in which it was when Strabo 


wrote. Of the obeliſe of granite ill fland- 


ing : the balſam-ſhrub of Mecca, which was 
tranſplanted by a Pacha; and the fountain 
named Matar Ain, freſh water, which the 
Copts hold in great veneration, believing that 
the Holy Virgin came thither with her ſon. 


; To M. . M. 


Grand Cairo. 


W. HI L E deſcribing the environs of the 


city, I ought not, Sir, to forget the ancient 
Heliopolis, () formerly famous, for culti- 
vating the higher branches of ſcience, and 
the grandeur of its buildings. Geographers 
place it at ſome diſtance from the eaſtern 
angle of the Delta. Strabo ( t) tells us it 
was built on a long flip of earth, raiſed by 
men, to ſecure it from inundation, and the 


75 Ji i. e. The 0 of the fun. 


place 


— ee ů 
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place he deſcribes I found covered with 

ruins, two leagues north eaſt of Grand Cairo, 

and three from the ſeparation of the Nile. 
Heliopolis poſſeſſed a temple of the Sun, 


where, in a particular encloſure the ſacred 


ox was fed. This ox was adored here by the 
name of Mnevis, as he was at Memphis by that 
of Apis. The credulous people ſuppoſed it a 


god; the prieſts an animal moſt uſeful to 


agriculture, in a country where he. aſſiſts in 
tillage, and afterwards in watering the earth, 
during fix months of the year: (u) but as 
ſuperſtition was their gain, by procuring 


them offerings and rendering them the guar- 


dians of the oracles, — e it with 


all their art. 
The temple of the Sun was not the hs 
one at Heliopolis; there was another, built 


in the old Egyptian ſtile (x) with ſphinx 


_ avenues and ſtately obeliſks before the prin- 


cipal entrance. Nothing could have a finer 
effect than the coloſſal figures of marble, and 


(u) When the waters of the Nile are low, oxen are 


employed to turn machines, with chain-buckets, which 
| raiſe the water into reſervoirs, whence it is diſperſed over 


the grounds; for which reaſon this animal is preſerved at 


its birth, and it is forbidden to kill a calf i in Egypt. 5 


0 x. Strabo, lib. 17. 
high | 
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high pillars of a ſingle ſtone, which were 
in front of the veſtibule of Egyptian temples. 
While the aſtoniſhed eye contemplated theſe 


marvellous: works, the imagination read the 
hiſtory of the god adored there, and the 
prince who had raiſed ſuch edifices, in the 


hieroglyphics with which they were over- 
ſpread. The temples of Heliopolis were Ile 
ins in the tirhe of Auguſtus. Strabo relates 
that the marks of the rage of Cambyſes, who 
had attacked them with fire and ſword, were 
every where ſeen. Two of the four obeliſks 
which Sochis had. erected in that city were 
carried to Rome, (y) 'a third was deſtroyed 
by the Arabs, and the fourth remains on its 
pedeſtal. It is a ſingle ſtone, brought from 
the Thebais, perfectly poliſhed, fixty eight 
feet high above the baſe, and about fix feet 


and a half ſquare, The obeliſk is in good 


preſervation, except toward the ſouth weſt, 
where the granite is chipped to a certain 
height, and its ſides covered with hierogly- 


phics. This and one ſphinx of yellowiſh 


marble, thrown: in the duſt, are 8 Pup 
remains of W 8 : We! 


ol Ska, li 27. - „ 


e 


There was formerly a cb of prieſts 
here, which obtained no more mercy from 
the barbarous Cambyſes than did the aſy- 

lum of Mnevis, where for more than a 

thouſand years they had made aſtronomical 
obſervations, and by their labours had cal- 

Culated the ſolar year of three hundred and 

ſixty five days and ſome minutes, which alone 

will prove the extent of their knowledge in 
this ſcience. It was many years afterwards 
before the people of Europe could exactly 
determine the ſolar year; and Julius Cæſar, 
wiſhing to reform the Roman kalender, was 

obliged to em —_ an RR of b 
andria. | EY 

At ele Herodotus was chiefly in- 

ſtructed in the ſciences, and Egyptian myſte- 

Ties; which were no other than thoſe. pro- 

found branches of knowledge they thought 
prudent to conceal from the people under the 

veil of religion, and preſerved to themſelves 
by writing them in hieroglyphics, which them- 
ſelves only underſtood. Enlightened by what 
he learnt from them, and endued with an 
obſerving mind, this father of hiſtory was 
| crowned at the Olympic games, and the 


nine books he compoſed were worthy the 
| name 
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name of the nine muſes which they bore. 
And yet how many people, who have either 
not read him enough, or not at all, have 
dared to criticiſe and call him fabulous. For 
my own part, ſuſpending my judgment on 
the remainder of his hiſtory, I only can eſti- 
mate the worth of what he ſays concerning 
Egypt, and with the utmoſt ſatisfaction 1 
have found the manners and cuſtoms he 


appropriates to this country; except with ſuch 


flight modifications as changes of govern- 
ment and religion muſt neceſſarily have intro» 
duced. As to the monuments he has de- 
ſcribed, what remains proves he has not 
exaggerated, and demonſtrates the poſſibility 
of what is no more. . Juſtice extorts this 
homage to a hiſtorian who, like Homer, was 
the painter of nations. 


_ Heliopolis has not only his glory of hav- | 


ing inſtructed Herodotus, but alſo of having 
taught philoſophy "QQaplato, {z) who, from 
the ſublimity of his doctrine, has obtained 
the name of Divine. In this city, Eudoxus 
too paſt thirteen years, in the prieſts ſchool, 


and became the moſt famous aſtronomer, of 
his time. What now remains of all her 


(=) Strabo, lib, 17. 5 
. 15 monuments 
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monuments and all her ſciences? A barba- 
rous Perſian has overthrown her temples, a 
fanatic Arab burnt her books, and one ſolitary 
obeliſk, overlooking her ruins, ſays to paſ- 
ſengers, Tuts once was HELtoyolis! 
At a little diſtance is the ſmall. village. of 
Mataree, {a} ſo called becauſe it has a freſh 
water ſpring, and the only one in Egypt. 
Probably the ſtratum through which the 
waters of the Nile are filtered, in coming 
to this ſpring, does not poſſeſs. the nitrous 
quality, ſo common to this country, Tra- 
dition has rendered it famous, which ſays 
chat the holy family, flying from Herod, came 
here; and that the virgin bathed the child 
Jeſus in this fountain. The Chriſtians relate 
many miracles. performed here, and come 
with great devotion to drink its waters, for 
the cure of their diſeaſes; the va Mahome- . 
tans partake of their veneration. 
In this village was a -ncloſure Se. flips 
of the balſam ſhrub, bibught from Mecca hy 


2 Pacha, were cultivated, When cut like 


the vine, precious drops Were caught, well 


(a) Named Matarte by the Arabs, otherwiſe Hi 70 
Shams, fountain of the ſun, becauſe it is near the ſcite of 


Hel 8 1 
| 3 
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| known in pharmacy, and which the eaſtern 
women uſed to give freſhneſs to the com- 

plexion, and fortify the ſtomach. Theſe 
ſhrubs, a foot and a half high, have light 
ſhoots, and leaves like thoſe of rue. Belon, 
who faw them when he was at Grand Cairo, 
enumerated nine; he dried one of the ſlips, 
and proved it to be the plant known by the 
name of e balſamum, or balm of Gilead, 


which the caravans bring from Mecca. 


Its 


colour he ſays is reddiſh, with an inner bark 
of beautiful green; it has an odour which 
partakes af frankincenſe, the leaf of the tere- 
binthus, or turpentine tree, and wild favory ; 
and, when rubbed between the fingers, is 


aromatic, like the ſcent of the cardamomum. 


This precious plant ; is loſt to Egypt, where 
the Pachas do not ſtay long enough to think 
of any thing hut the intereſt of the moment. 
It was not to be found when M. Maillet was 


ſcarcely remembered. 
1 8 have the honour to be, Kc. 


conſul at Grand Cairo, and at t preſent is 


LBTTBR . ar 


The bot baths 92 over: oll Eeypr, and the 
manner of bathing, deſcribed ; with. obſerva. 
trons on the benefits ariſing from them; on 
the practice of the women who bathe. once or 

twice a week, and compariſons between theſe 
baths and _ FM the ancient Greeks, _. 


To M. 8. N. ; 5 
| Grand Cairo. 


. HE hot batte Sir, oben EY the 

remoteſt ages, and celebrated by. Homer, 
who paints the manners of his times, have 
here preſerved all their allurements and 
ſalubrity; neceſſity has rendered them com- 
mon in a country where perſpiration is 
abundant; and pleaſure has preſerved” the 
practice. Mahomet, who knew their uti- 
lity, has made the uſe of them a religious 
precept. They have been ſuperficially de- 
ſcribed by moſt travellers; but as the habit 
Iam in of frequenting them has given me 
leiſure to. examine them attentively, I ſhall 
endeayour 


endeavour to be more particu and ae. a 
factory. C6. 


The firſt apartment, at entering FD bath, 
is a great chamber, in the form of a rotunda, 
with an open roof, to let the pure air circu- 
late freely. A ſpacious alcove, carpeted, is is 
carried round, and divided i into compartments, 
in which the bathers leave their clothes. In 
the centre is a fountain, which plays into 
a reſetvoir, and has a pleaſing effect. 


When undreſſed, a napkin is tied round the 
middle; ſandals are put on, and a narrow paſ- 
ſage is entered, where the heat firſt begins to 
be felt; the door ſhuts, and, twenty paces 
further, a ſecond opens, which is the en 
trance to a paſſage at right angles with the 
firſt, Here the heat augments, and thoſe who 
fear to expoſe themſelves too ſuddenly to its 
effects ſtop ſome time, in a marble hall, before 
they enter. The bath itſelf is a ſpacious vault - 
ed chamber, paved and lined with marble; be- 
fide it are four ſmall rooms: a vapour conti- 


1 analy riſes from a fountain and ciſtern of hot 


(b) I have ſeen the 1 5 of the acted cities o 
Egypt; they are all made on the ſame plan, ſeldom dif- 
tering, except in ſize; thus an __—— of one 
will 95 the others. 
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water, wi th which the burnt Pos. min- 
gle. (c) | 


The bathers are not, as in France, impri- 


| ſoned in a kind of tub, where the body cannot 


reſt at its eaſe but, reclining on a ſpread ſheet, _ 
and the head ſupported on a ſmall pillow, 


they freely take what poſture they pleaſe, 
while clouds of odoriferous vapours Op 


and penetrate every pore. 

Having repoſed thus ſome time, a gentle 
moiſture diffuſes itſelf over the body; a ſer- 
vant comes, gently preſſes and turns the 


bather, and, when the limbs are flexible, 


makes the joints crack without trouble; then 


| maſſes, (d) and ſeems to knead the body 


without giving the ſlighteſt ſenſation'of pain. 
This done he puts on a ſtuff glove and con- 


tinues rubbing long, and freeing the ſkin of 
the patient, which is quite wet, from every 


kind of ſcaly obſtruction, - and all impercep- 


tible particles that clog the pores, till it be- 
comes as ſmooth as ſatin; he then conducts 


the bather into à cabinet, pours a lather of 


perfumed ſoap on the head, and retires. 


() Perfumes are only burnt when it is the defire of 
the perſons bathing. By mingling with the VAPOR they 
produce a moſt agreeable effect. ; 

(4) Maſſer comes from the Arabic verb maſſe, which 
ſignifies to touch 9 : 


on 1 G r. = izr 
The ancietits honoured their gueſts till 
more, and treated them after a more volup- 
| tuous manner. While Telemachus was at 
the court of Neſtor, {e 7 « The beauteous 
1. Polycaſte, youngeſt of the daughters of 
t the king of Pylos, led the ſon of Ulyſles to 
« the bath, wafhed him with her own hands, 
« and, havin g rubbed his body with precious 
« ointments, clothed him in tich garments - 
«anda ſhining mantle.” Nor were Piſil- 
tratus and Telemachus worſe treated in the 
palace of Menelaus, (f the beauties of which 
having admired, they were conducted to 
« marble baſons, f in which the bath was pre- 
_ © pared, where | beauteous flaves waſhed 
them, rubbed them with odorous oils, and 
« clothed them i in fine garment, and W 
re ficent  furred robes,” El 


Cz ) I Sl the le Width XAairas 22 b PLE 
farred robes, though I am ſenfible no tranſlator has ſo 
rendered them, becauſe it ſeems to-me the poet intended 
to deſeribe a cuſtom which ſtill rema ins, in the Eaſt, of 
covering the bather with furred garments, when he leaves 


the hot bath, to prevent a ſtoppage of perſpiration, 3 at a 
time e when the pores are exceedingly open. 1 


Ka The 
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The room into which the bates retires has 
two water cocks, one for cold, the other for 
hot water; and he waſhes himſelf. 'The 
attendant preſently returns with a depilatory 
pomatum, 5 which inſtantly eradicates hoir 


| Wherever applied. It is in general uſe both 


1 men and women in Egypt. 
Being well waſhed and purified, the bather 


is wrapped up in hot linen, and follows his 


guide pe various windings which lead . 


3 


ſible tranſi tion N 5 EY to cold prevents all 


inconvenience. (7) Being come to the alcove, 


a bed is ready prepared, on which the per- 


ſon no ſooner lies down than a boy comes, 


and begins to preſs with his delicate hands 
all parts of the body, in order to dry them | 


 peftetily : the linen is once more changed, 


( hb) Made from a ie called OPS of a dark 
brown colour. The Egyptians give it a flight burning, 


then add an equal quantity of ſlack lime, and knead them 


up with water. This grey paſte will make the hair 


fall off in three minutes, without MVPs: the n 


: pain. a 


(i) Nabe people <4 fone 1 time in "hs. "amber 


next the bath, that they may feel no inconvenience by 


going too ſuddenly into the alt. The pores being 


exceedingly open, they keep themſelves warm all day, 
1 in winter, uy within rad | 


» 7s 


* * and 
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and the boy gently rubs the callous ſkin of the 
feet with pumice- ſtone, then rde a ws 
and Moka coffee. E i; ee ee 
| Coming from a bath filled with hot va- 
pour, in which exceſſive perſpiration bedewed / 
every limb, into a ſpacious apartment, and 
the open air, the lungs expand, and reſpire 
pleaſure ; well kneaded, and, as it were, 
regenerated, the blood circulates freely, the 
body feels a yoluptuous eaſe, a flexibility till 
then unknown, a lightneſs as if relieved from 
| ſome enormous weight, and the man almoſt ' 
fancies himſelf newly born, and beginning firſt 
to live. A glowing conſciouſneſs of exiſtence 
diffuſes itſelf to the very extremities ; and, 
while thus yielding to the moſt delightful 
ſenſations, ideas of the moſt pleaſing kind pre- 
vade and fill the ſoul; the imagination wan- 
ders through worlds which itſelf embelliſhes, 
every where drawing pictures of happineſs 
and delight. If life be only a ſucceſſion of 
ideas, the vigour, the rapidity, with which | 
the 1 then retraces all the knowledge 


79 15 P he whole expence of bathing f thus to me was. 
| half a crown; 3 but the common people go ſimply to per- 8 
ſpire in the bath, waſh, themſelyes, and give three half. 


Py or pence at departing, | R > pe 20 12 f 
. 
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of the man, would lead us tbelicve thay the 
two hours of delicious calm, Re ſnoceed: 
bathing,' are an age. « 

Such, Sir, are theſe . the: ts of 
which was fo ſtrongly. recommended by the 
ancients, and the pleaſures of which the 
Egyptians ſtill enjoy. Here they prevent 
or exterminate rheumatiſms, catarrhs, and 
thoſe diſeaſes of the ſkin which the want of 
perſpiration, occaſions. Here they find a ra- 
dical cure for that fatal diſeaſe which attacks 
the powers of generation, and the remedies 
for which are ſo dangerous in Europe. (I) 
Here they rid themſelves of thoſe uncom- 
fortable ſenſations. ſo common among other 
nations, who have not the ſame regard to 
cleanlineſs. _. 

The women are oi fond of theſs 
. baths, whither they go at leaſt once a week, 
taking with them haves agcuſtomed ta the 


OQ Tournefort, who. bad "REO, the vapour bath at 
Conſtantinople, where they are much leſs careful than 
at Grand Cairo, thinks they injure the lungs; but 
longer experience would have convinced him of his error. 

There are no people who practiſe this bathing more 
| than the Egyptians, nor any ta. whom ſuch diſeaſes 
are leſs known. They are amoſt Wally unacquainted 
with pulmonic complaints, 


office, 
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affice in ſenſual . than men, after the 
uſual eas they waſh the body, and par- 


ticularly the head, with roſe- water. There 


'their attendants. braid their long black hei, 


with which, inſtead of powder and pomar 
tum, they mingle precious eſſences. There 


they blacken the rim of the eye- lid, arch 
the brows with cobel, (m) and ſtain the 
nails of their hands and feet of a golden 
yellow with henna. (u) Their linen and 
their robes have been paſt through the ſweet 
vapour of aloes wood, and, their dreſſing 
ended, they remain in the outward apart- 
ment, and paſs the day in feaſting, while 
ſinging girls come and dance, and ſing ſooth- 
ing airs, or recount amorous adventures. 


The days of bathing are feſtive days among 


the Egyptian women; they deck themſelves 


mantle which hide them from the public 


eye, wear the richeſt ſtuffs. They undreſs 
themſelves, in ene of each other, and 


- (@) Tin, 1 with gal- nuts, which the Turkiſh 


women uſe to blacken, and arch, the eye-brows. - N 
0A ſhrub, common in Egypt, which bears ſome 
reſembl ance to the privet. The leaves, chopped and 
n the, ſkin, give it a bright yollaw celeur. 
K 4 [ | their 
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their vanity extends to their very drawers, 
which in winter are made of ſtuffs inwove 
with ſilk and gold, and in ſummer of worked 
muſlin, Ruffles and lace are unknown to 
them, but their ſhifts are made of cotton 
and filk, as light and tranſparent as gauze. 
Rich ſaſhes of Caſſimire (o) bind up their 
floating robes, and two creſcents of fine 
pearls ſparkle amidſt the black hair that 


ſhades their temples ; while diamonds en- 


rich the Indian handkerchief with which 
| they bind their brows. Such are the Geor- 
gians and Circaſſians, whom the Turks pur- 
chaſe for their wives. They are neat to 
exceſs, and walk in an atmoſphere of per- 
fumes; and, though their luxury is hidden 
from the public, it ſurpaſſes that of the Eu- 
ropean women, in their own houſes. 
The exceſſive jealouſy of the Turks makes 
them: pretend that, in this warm climate, 
where nature is ſo powerful, and women 
are icrefiſtibly prone to pleaſure, an inter- 


be The wool of Cie the ni in the world, 
ſurpaſſing ſilk itſelf. The ſaſhes made from it coſt 
about fixe · and twenty pounds each; they are uſually 
embroidered at both ends, and, though three F. rench 


ells op and c one wide, ny be drawn through a ring. : 


* 
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courſe between the ſexes would be dan- 
gerous ; they therefore abuſe the right of 
ſtrength, and hold them in ſlavery, though 


they thereby increaſe the violence of their 


| paſſions, and make them ready to ſeize 


the firſt opportunity of retaliation : ignorant, 


no doubt, that, though free women may be 
won, ſlaves need no winning. 5 


I have the honour o be, ce. 
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LETTER II. 


Parther accounts . 97 the Egyptians, the 
private lives, food, occupations, amuſements, 
inclinations, morals, and the manner in 
. which 40 receive v W FE 


| Grand Cairo, | 


L IF E Sir, at GA Cairo is-rather paſſive 
than active. (50 Nine months in the year 
the body is oppreſſed by heat; the ſoul, in 
a ſtate of apathy, far from being continually 
tormented by a wiſh to know and act, ſighs 
after calm tranquillity. Inaction, under a 
temperate climate, is painful; here, repoſe 
is enjoyment. The moſt frequent ſalutation, 
at meeting or parting, is, Peace be with you. 
(7) Effeminate ee is born with the 

| Egyptian, 


( From March to Ne ber the thermometer con- 5 


ſtantly riſes from 23 to 36 degrees; in the other months 
it ſeldom deſcends lower than the BN degree above 


the freezing point. 
( 0) Thus the Orientals ſalute each other, 4 8 he Chriſ- 


tian religion, which owes its origin to Aſia, has bor- 


vr YI £2 rowed 
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Fayptian, grows as he grows, and deſeends 5 
with him to the grave: it is the vice of the 
climate; it influences his inclinations, and 
governs his actions. The fofa, therefore, is 
the moſt luxurious piece of furnitute of an 
apartment. Their gardens have charming 
' arbours, and convenient ſeats, but not a ſin- 
gle walk. The Frenchman, born under 
an ever varying ſky, is continually receiving 
new impreflions, which keep his mind as 
continually awake; he is active, impatient, 
and agitated like the atmoſphere in which 
he exiſts; while the Egyptian, feeling the 
ſame heat, the ſame ſenſation, two thirds of 
the year, is idle, ſolemn, and patient.. .. 

ing air, purifies himfelf, and repeats the 
appointed prayer. (r) His pipe and coffee 
are brought him, and he reclines at eaſe on 
his ſofa. Slaves, with their arms. croſſed, 
remain filent at the far end of the chamber, 
with their eyes fixed on him, ſeeking to an- 
rowed the phraſe. The prieſts, in the tine of commu- 
nion, at feſtivals, ſalute each a with Peace be with 


7 ( r) © c On, 1 before ye pray, "= your 


e face, your hands, and arms up ta the ;clbows, wipe 
* Jurkglves from head to foot.” Leren. SIN 2h | 
ticipate 


WW MOLE TEEO 
ticipate his ſmalleſt ' want. His children, / 
ſtanding in his preſence, unleſs he permits 


them to be ſeated, preſerve every appearance 5 


of tenderneſs and reſpect: he gravely ca- 
reſſes them, gives them his bleſſing, and 
ſends them back to the Harem. C He only 
queſtions, and they reply with modeſty. He 
is the chief, the judge, the pontiff of the fa- 


mily, before whom roam: facred cp nord are © all - 


| repocted. +} Corrine 
Breakfaſt ended, he ranſitts the buſineſs 


of his trade, or his office; and as to d 
they are few, among a people where the 
voice of the hydra chicanery i is never heard; 
where the name of attorney is unknown; 
| where the whole code of laws conſiſts in a 
few clear and preciſe commands, delivered 
in the Koran; and where each 1 man is hie 
ee, Tb ont ; 
When viſitors come, the maſter receives 
them without many compliments, but with 
an endearing manner; his equals are ſeated 


beſide . e Wer e oroſſed; Which i 


= . FY 
Is 


en bon is an e 3 forbidden . 
Wine It is the reren of the e eee 
4 28805 Seraglio. es 263 i e 


poſture | 


n EGYPT. 247 


poſture . is not fatiguing | to the body, unem- | 
barraſſed by dreſs. His inferiors kneel, and 

fit upon their heels. People of diſtinction 

are placed on a raiſed ſofa, whence they over- 
look the company. Thus Eneas, 0 in the 
while, "ſeated an a raiſed bed, he Gnu the 
burning of Troy to the queen. i When every 
perſon is placed, the ſlaves bring pipes and 
coffee, and ſet the perfume brafier in the 
middle of the chamber, the air of which i is 
impregnated. \ with its odours; F and afterward 
preſent ſweetmeats, and ſherbet. | 

The tobacco ſmoked. in Egypt i is brought 
from Syria, in leaf, and cut by them into 
long filaments, it is not ſo acrid as that of 
America; and, to render it more agreeable, ; 
they mix with. it the odorous wood of aloes. 
Their pipes are uſually of Jaſmin, the end 
garniſhed with amber, and often enriched 
with een ſtones: e are very; long, and 

wh Inde- tors . 2 . . ab als. Encid 

lib. I. 

The epithet Ig which. Virgil 8 on 1 
proves this great poet intimately acquainted with orien- 
tal manners, among whom the title of Father is the 


moſt honourable _ can beſtow 3 958 are proud of it 
WS £24. 25 1 2 ä | : ſtill, 
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the vapour imbibed is, therefore, mild, (4) 
The ' Orientals pretend it agreeably irritates 
the palate, while it gratifies the ſmell, The 
rich ſmoke in lofty rooms, with a great num- 
ber of windows, that give a thorough air, 
When the vifit is almoſt ended, a flave, 
bearing a ſilver plate, in which precious eſ- 
ſences are burning, goes round to the com- 
pany: each in turn perfumes the beard, 
and, afterward, ſprinkles roſe water on the 
head and hands. This is the laſt ceremo- 
ny, and the gueſts are permitted then to re- 
tire. Thus, you ſee, Sir, the ancient cuſ- 
tom, of perfuming the head and the beard, 
as ſung by the royal prophet, 9 x) is not loſt. 


Anacreon, the father of the feſtive ode, and 


the poet of the graces, inceſſantly repeats, 
I delight to ſprinkle my body with pre 
cious l and crown *, head with 
roſes,” C 79. 


Mill, and, on the birth of a HY quit own name, 
and call themſelves the Father of ſuch a one. 
Cu) There are pipes fifteen feet Gn and ey owe 
| A ave or Tide 7 # 1 
(i Like the precious ointment Signs the lese that 
ran down upon the beard; even anne Pf. 133- 
fra Anacreon, Ode XV h Gs: 


About | 


O N EGYPT. ll 


About noon the table is prepared, and the 


viands brought. in à large tray of tinned 
copper; and, though not great variety, there 
is great plenty. In the centre is a mountain 
of rice cooked with poultry, and highly ſea- 
ſoned with ſpice and ſaffron. Round this 


are haſhed meats, pigeons, ſluffed cucum- 
bers, delicious melons, and fruits. The roaſt 
megats are cut ſmall, laid over with the fat of the 


animal, ſeaſoned with ſalt, ſpitted, and done 
on the coals; it is tender and ſucculent. The 


gueſts ſeat themſelves on a carpet, round the 


table; a flave brings water, in one hand, 
and a baſon in the other, to waſh. This is 
an indiſpenſable ceremony. where each per- 
ſon puts his hand in the diſh, and where the 
uſe of forks is unknown; it is repeated 
when the meal is ended. The cuſtoms of 
the Eaſt appear to be very. ancient. 


Menelaus, and the beauteous Helen, 3 


ing loaded Telemachus and Piſiſtratus with 
gifts, gave them a hoſpitable banquet. 


« And now when through the royal dome they paſe d, 
«c High on a throne the King n 758 Ys 
A golden ew'er th*-attendant.damſel brings, 
1 55 e with water from the pong 8 ney 


N ce With 


mn. — CR —_ 
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With copious ſtreams the ſhining vaſe ſupplies | 
A filver laver, of capacious ſize. | 

They waſh. The tables in fair order ſpread, | 
The glitt'ring caniſters are crown'd with bread : | 
«© Yiands of various kinds allure the taſte a 
Of Beiden fort and favour, rich ear * 


= he. manner in --which the ſon 9 Thetis | 
received the Greek. deputies, very much re- 
ſembled that in which Tho: e 8 
their gueſts. 


Achilles ſtarting, as ; the chicks he d. 

Leap'd from his ſeat - 

he chiefs beneath his „ be led, : ; 

25 plac'd i in ſeats (a) with purple carpets ſpread. 

— “ Patroclus o'er the blazing fire 

4c Heaps in a brazen vaſe three chines entire: 

4 The brazen vaſe Automedon ſuſtains, _- 

Which fleſh of porket, ſheep, and goat contains: 5 

« Achilles at the genial feaſt preſides, 2 

« The parts trans fixes, and with ſxill divides. 

9 Mean while Patroclus ſweats the fire to raiſe; 
The tent is brightned with the riſing blare: 

« Then, when the languid flames at length a 2 

He ſtrows a bed of glowing embers wide, | 
e Above the coals the ſmoaking fragments turns, 

« And ſprinkles ſacred ſalt from lifted urn; 

<< With bread the glitt ring caniſters they load, 

© Which round the board Mencetius' ſon beſtow'd; 


62) Pope's Odyſſey, bock XV. Be” 
N Ca The French reads «© beds of repoſe” ind the au- 
ti thor adds, in a note, Tneſe We of obs Often. 
” mn, which ſerved them by turns as ſeats and beds. T. 

| « Himſelf 


CER OR — en. 
- rr 


TT EE EY On” 
« Himſelf oppos d t'Ulyſſes full in ſight, ' 5 
„ Bach portion parts, and orders ev'ry rte. 
u The firſt fat off rings; to th' immortals duc, e 
1 Amidſt the greedy flames Patroclus threw ; 


Then each, indulging in the ſocial feaſt, (5). 
1 His thirſt and LANE ſoberly repreſt.” Ce) 


A poet of lefs genius than Homer would 
have ſuppoſed his ſublime deſcriptions diſ- 
ſigured by ſuch minutiæ; but how ineſti- 
mable are they to us! How do they teach us 
the ſimplicity of ancient manners! A ſimpli- 
city loſt to ane but alt e in the 
Eaſt. 
After dader the. 3 retire to 9 | 
| Adore where they ſlumber ſome hours amidſt 
their wives and children. A commodious 
and agreeable ' plate of tepoſe is luxury to 
them. Thus Mahomet, who neglected no- 
thing that might ſeduce, acquainted with the 
wants and inclinations of men, tells them 
te the inhabitants of paradiſe enjoy the ſweets 
of repoſe; and have a place moſt delight - 
c ful to ſleep in at noon.” (d/. 
75% The French again reads © laid hands on the vi- 
ands;” and the author ſays in his note, No doubt they 
tc took it with their fingers, as is practiſed at e T. 


(c) Pope's Iliad, book IX. 
td) Coran, chap. XXV. 


= 2 Vol. 1. L | | The 


a 
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The poor, having neither ſofa nor harem, 
lie down on the mat on which they have 
dined. Thus Jeſus Chriſt, at the laſt ſup- 
per, ſuffered his beloved diſciple | to repoſe 
his head upon his boſom (e). 

It is cuſtomary in the evening, to go on 
the water, or breathe the freſh air on tlie 
banks of the Nile, beneath the orange and 
ſycamore ſhades. An hour after ſun· ſet ſup- 
per is ſerved, conſiſting of rice, poultry, vo- 
getables, and fruits, which are very ſalutary 
during the heats: the ſtomach requires theſe, 
and would reject more ſolid food. Mode- 

ration in eating is the virtue of the oh 
me, 
| Such is the ordinary life of the 8 
Our ſhews, plays, and pleaſures, are to them 
unknown; a thonotony which, to a Euro- 
pean, would be death, is delight to an 
Egyptian. Their days are paſt in repeating 
the fame thing, in following the ſame cuſ- | 
toms, without a wiſh or a thought beyond. 
Having neither ſtrong paſſions, nor ardent 
hopes, their minds know not laſſitude: this 
is a torment reſerved for thoſe who, unable 


1 Lee) John XIII. 23. 


ON DUN Ap 


to moderate the violence of their 3 or 
ſatisfy their unbounded wants, are weary 
every where, and exiſt only where they are 


T have: the honour to be, &. 


148 L E TI NR 


IL ETER XII. 


The paternal authority of the ancient botri. 

arecbs perfectly preſerved in Egypt: the man- 
ner in which the father of a family governs 
his children, and the reſpect paid to age. 


To M, Lis M. 


Grand Cairo. 


H ISTORY TR 5 — kay of human 
nature in the Eaſt; here paternal authority 


began, and here its rights are ſtill preſerved. 
A father enjoys all the titles nature beſtows ; 


the head, the judge, the pontiff, he commands | 


his family, terminates their differences, and 
offers up the ſacrifices of the Courban Bei- 


ram. 6 * Each Tony © forms 2 Amal ſtate, 
5 


(f) A icon feſtival, when each father of a 
family offers up a ſacrifice, proportionate to his means. 
The rich immolate ſheep and oxen; the poor obey 
the command, by cutting the throat of a pigeon. This 
feaſt, held ſolemn by the Mahometans, happens fix 
weeks after the Ramadan, and recalls to n the 
Jewiſh paſſover. 


Mahomet, unable to aboliſh | facrifices) divinely, ks: 


rized in the Eaſt, recommends them in the chapter of 


on a the 


of which the father is kbps ; the members 
of it, attached to him by the ties of blood, 
acknowledge and ſubmit to his power. Be- 
fore bis tribunal- their diſputes are brought, 
and his ſentence, terminating them, reſtores. 
peace and order. The eldeſt holds the ſcep- 
tre, experience 'is his guide, except in what 
regards his houſehold regulation, in which he 
follows the law that cuſtom preſcribes. 
The children are educated in the women's 
apartment, and do not come into the hall, 
eſpecially” when ſtrangers are there. Young 
: people are filent when in this hall; if men 
grown they are allowed to join the converſa- 
tion: but when the Sheik (g begins to 
ſpeak they ceaſe, and attentively liſten ; 1 if he 
enters an aſſembly, all riſe: they give him 
way in public, and every where ſhew him 
eſteem and INS In the time of Herodotus 


the Pilgrinnige of FOR ; . that he might fanQiify ; A 
cuſtom idolatry had corrupted, he commanded the invo- 
cation of God over the flain animal, and added theſe © 
remarkable words,. & God accepts neither the fleſh 
“ nor blood of victims, but is es Ws the W _ 
thoſe who ſacrifice them.” Cora. 


(g) This title, which ſignifies elder, is given to the | 
moſt ancient of the family ; ; and, alſo, to thoſe who apper- 
tain to the law. 


4 1 theſe 
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deſpotiſm under which it groans ſerves to 
preſerve them. The neck of its inhabitants - 
| bows beneath a yoke of iron. Publickly to 
_ diſplay wealth would be criminal; whatever 

can excite the avarice of its tyrants is care- 
fully concealed, and there is a fear even of 
ſeeming fortunate. Within the family walls, 
only, tranquillity and happineſs are to be 
found; and, as the union of its branches 
gives ſafety, the common intereſt joins with 
brotherly love to maintain harmony. The 
facred laws of nature, in their primitive pu- 
rity, are here obſerved, A numerous poſte- 
rity often reſides under the ſame roof; the 
children and grandchildren come and pay 
their common father à daily tribute of vene- 
ration and love: the pleaſure of being be- 
loved and reſpected, in proportion as age in- 
creaſes, makes him forget he grows old; the 
content of his heart ſparkles in his eyes, and 
ſerenity ſmooths the wrinkles of his forchead ; 


1 b) Like the Lacedzmonians, ao are «tho 7 people a 
among the Greeks that pay proper homage to old age, 
_thEEgyptians give way to thoſe who are older than them- 


ſelves, and riſe from their ſeats when they « enter. Hero- 
dotus. Euterpe. 
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theſe manners ſubſiſted in Egypt, FE RO Ty Fg 5 
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he is. chearful and Jocular ; and, while. his 
youthful deſcendants wear the moſt modeſt 
garments,” he is, decked in the gayeſt colours, 
. (i) Happy i in the boſom of his family, when 
on the borders of the grave, he perceives not 
the approach of death, and reclines to eyer- 
lating reſt amidſt the embraces of his chil- 
dren. Long do they mourn his loſs, 
and each week ſtre w his tomb with flow- 
ers, ( where they recite their funeral 
bymns. The Egyptians bave loſt the art 
of embalming, but not the feelings which 


2 48 wed bo 


gave it birth. Wm : 


Among poliſhed | nations, where. the fa 
mily is more ſeparated, | age is not. ſo 
much reſpected; nay, it is often diſgraceful. 
The filyer haired Sire is often obliged to 
be ſilent, in preſence of haughty youth; 
or aſſume che f manners of. A boy, to become 
ſypportable. . . In proportion as the burthen 
| of | time 1s felt, and the Pleaſures of life dimi- 
F Ids HEY an, \ incumbrancee even 


ps 6 
WF LG PREY 3 18 


Ci The brighteſt colours are reſerved for the aged, in 
Egypt, and the youth of corrupted manners, only, are 
5 audacious enough to wear ſumptuous habits. 
. To ſtrew odoriferous plants. aver, and recite pray- 
| ers at, the tomb of relations is a cuſton in Egypt. 
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to thoſe who, but for kg” had never bien. 
They refuſe him conſolation when he needs 
it moſt, and ſhut him from their hearts: the 
cold hand of age withers his faculties, which 
the kindly flame of filial love warms not. In 
ſuch nations, the grey haired, feeling father, 
dics long before he i is carried to the grave. 
Leet us draw a veil over a picture which, 
thank heaven, is not univerſal, I was im- 
pelled to make the parallel by the affecting 
ſcenes I here each day witneſs, where the re- 
verend patriarch, with his beard floating on 
his breaſt, ſmiles in frigid age, on his grand- 
children, who approach him with their ca- 
reſſes. He beholds four generations eager 
to. pay him all filial duty, and his heart ex- 
pands; he delights i in life to ĩts laſt moment, 
Yes, Sir, theſe people have, in ignorance, 
preſerved the ſimplicity of ancient manners; 
they know not our arts and ſciences, but the 
ſweeteſt ſenſations of nature, which books 
teach not, they know, revere, and enjoy. 
What I have ſaid might be ſupported by 
a thouſand examples. I will ſelect only one 
which is well known. When M. Maillet - 
was Conſul (1) at Grand Cairo, te Jeſuits | 


2TH) About 2 hundred years ago. 


0 - 


on 0+ 3-4... 


perſuaded the court of France to ſend for 
Coptic children to Paris, (m) and there edu. 
cate them in the Catholic faith, that they 
might return and convert their heretical na. 
tion. Money and promiſes obtained the con- 
ſent of ſome fathers, extremely poor; but, 
when the time of ſeparation came, paternal 
tenderneſs revived in all its force, and they 
rather choſe to remain wretched than to 
purchaſe eaſe by a facrifice too PORES: to the 
heart. . 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


2 ( 10 Copts are the ancient inhabitants of Egypt, and 
Jacobine Christians; 3 1 1925 ſpeak more he of _ 
| We N 
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theſe manners ſubſiſted in Egypt, / » and the 
deſpotiſm under which it groans ſerves to 


preſerve them. The neck of its inhabitants 


bows berieath a yoke of iron. Publickly to 


diſplay wealth would be criminal; whatever 


can excite the avarice of its tyrants is care - 
fully concealed, and there is a fear even of 
ſeeming fortunate. Within the family walls, 
only, tranquillity and happineſs are to be 


found; and, as the union of its branches 


gives ſafety, the common intereſt joins. with 
brotherly love to maintain harmony. The 


facred laws of nature, in their primitive pu- 


rity, are here obſerved, A numerous poſte- 


rity often reſides under the ſame roof; the 


children and grandchildren come and pay 
their common father à daily tribute of vene- 


ration and love: the pleaſure of being be- 


loved and reſpected, in proportion as age in- 
creaſes, makes him forget he grows old; the 
content of his heart ſparkles in his eyes, and 
ſerenity ſmooths the wrinkles of his forchead ; 


( b) Like the "Pt a. "eo we are <0 wo people 50 
among the Greeks that pay proper homage to old age, 
the Egyptians give way to thoſe who are older than them 


ſelves, and riſe from their ſeats when they « enter. Hero- 
| dotus. Euterpe. | 


he 
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he is chearful and jocular ; and, while his 
youthful deſcendants wear the moſt modeſt 
garments, he is decked in the gayeſt colours. 
0 Happy i in the boſom of his family, when 
on the borders of the grave, he perceives not 
the, approach of death, and reclines to ever- 
laſting reſt amidſt the embraces of his chil- 
| dren, Long do they mourn, his loſs, 
and each week ſtrew his tomb with flow- 
ers, (4) where they recite their funeral 
hymns. The Egyptians bave loſt the art 
of embalming, but not the feelings which 
gave it birth. . 5 
Among poliſhed nations, where the f 
mily is more ſeparated, age is not fo 
much reſpeted ; 5 nay, it is often diſgraceful. 
The filver haired. Sire is often obliged to 
be filent, in preſence of hau ghty youth; 
or aſſume the x manners of A, boy, to become 
ſypportable. . In Proportion as the burthen 


of time is felt, and the Pleaſures, of life dimi- 
niſh,, he be ! Ids Hale an incumbrance e. even 


r 


Ci The bri ghteſt colours are Nicken for the aged „in 
Egypt, and the youth of corrupted manners, only, are 
| audacious enough to wear ſumptuous habits. 
| +6 47 To ſtrew odoriferqus plants. aver, and recite pray- 
ers at, the tomb of relations is a alt in Egypt. 
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to thoſe who, but for him, had never been: 
They refuſe him conſolation when he needs 
it moſt, and ſhut him from their hearts: the 
cold hand of age withers his faculties, which 
the kindly flame of filial love warms not. In 
ſach nations, the grey haired, feeling father, 
dies long before he is carried to the grave. 
Let us draw a veil over a picture which, 
thank heaven, is not univerſal. I was im- 
pelled to make the parallel by the affecting | 
ſcenes I here each day witneſs, where the re- 
verend patriarch, with his beard floating on 
his breaſt, ſmiles in frigid age, on his grand- 
children, who approach him with their ca- 
reſſes. He beholds four generations eager 
to. pay him all filial duty, and his heart ex- 
pands; he delights i in life to its laſt moment, 
Yes, Sir, theſe people have, in ignorance, 
preſerved the ſimplicity of ancient manners; 
they know not our arts and ſciences, but the 
ſweeteſt ſenſations of nature, which OO 
teach not, they know, revere, and enjoy. | 
What I have ſaid might be ſupported by 
a thouſand examples, I will ſelect only one 
which is well known. When M. Maillet 
was Conſul (1) at Grand Cairo, the Jeſuits | 


3TH About 2 hundred years 290. | 
verſuaded 


on TG YF. we 
perſuaded the court of France to ſend for 
Coptic children to Paris, (m) and there edu. 
cate them in the Catholic faith, that they 
might return and convert their heretical na. 
tion. Money and promiſes obtained the con- 
ſent of ſome fathers, extremely poor; but, 
when the time of ſeparation came, paternal 
tenderneſs revived in all its force, and they 
rather choſe to remain wretched than to 
purchaſe eaſe by a ſacrifice too e to the 
heart. 4 | 


I hevethe honour od &. 


if my Copts are the ancient inhabitants of Egypt, and 
Jodie Chriſtians 3 J ſhall ſpeak more fully of them 


Were „ . 
4 1 . y . a & 
% 
. 
wo 
w 7 * 1 2 F 
isl N 9 
I OY 
+? * 8 1 % 


. * 4 * <> 
4 I » 
x 


CIR ASL FRET r a re eb ; F 
F * E A DF IV. EF - _ - 2 þ 2 2 


„% hs TT ERS, 


Js MH 


r L E . T K : XIV. 8 8 

1 wege + of the WG or Ny Rs In- 
prov Hatore, . their. educatian, dancing, muſic, 
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1 Sie, 5 1 as Henn . her 
improviſatore, called Almai, or Learned; 

which title they obtain by being more care- 
fully educated than ether women. They 
form a claſs very famous in the country, to 


be admitted into which it is neceſſary to 


poſſeſs a fine voice, eloquence, the rules of 
grammar, (u) and be able to compoſe and 
ſing extempore verſes, adapted to the o- 
n. The Almai know all new ſongs by 
rote, their OY is . with the 


jy 1) The quantity in Arabic and Latin ved is the 
ſame, to which the former-adds the various meaſiire and 
rhime of the French. Theſe advantages cannot unite, 
except when a ee is Wen fixed, CES 


* Ka SY . g N | beſt 
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beſt Moal⸗ (0) and. tales, they are preſent 
at all feſtivals; and are the chief ornament 
of banquets. They place them in a raiſed 
orcheſtra, or pulpit,. where they ſing during 
the feaſt, after which they deſcend, and 

form dances, which no way reſemble ours. 
They are pantomimes, that repreſent. the 

common incidents of life. Love is their 
uſual ſubject. The ſuppleneſs of theſe 


(e) Elegiac ſorigs, which bewail the death of 'a hers, 
or the diſaſters of love. Abulfeda has preſerved the 
concluſion of a moal, ſung by Ommia; over the ca- 
vity in which his kinſmen had been thrown, after the 


defeat of Beder, - : 
Habe I yet dot wept eneugh over. the noble fons of ; 
the Princes of Mecca? © © 11 5 


I beheld their broken bones, had. like hs 3 in 
the deep receſs of 95 e filled: ;the air Rs * age 
mentations, 5 Ty 

- Proftrate on eatth, unfortunate otters, mingle 
your ſighs with my tears. | 

And ye, who follow weir abſequics, fag Ae, * 
wives, interrupted by your groans. 


£ 
1 


What happened to the F of the people at Beder, 
| Uie chiefs of tribes 


Ware die youth water, "thete, ay alle! 


* * æ ix : N 5 8 . of ga 7 4 > 2 * 145 A 5 
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dancers bodies is inconceivable} and the 
flexibility of their features, which take im- 
preſſions characteriſtic of the parts they 
play at will, aſtoniſhing. The indecency 
of their attitudes is often exceſſive; each 
look, each geſture, "ſpeaks 3 and in a man- 
ner ſo forcible as not poſſibly to be miſ- 
underſtood. e throw afide modeſty 
with their veils. When they begin to 
dance, a long ans very light ſilk robe 
floats. on the ground, negligently girded 
by a ſaſh; long black hair, perfumed, and 
in treſſes, deſcends over their ſhoulders ; 
the ſhift, tranſparent as gauze, ſcarcely con- 
ccals the ſkin: as the action proceeds the 
various forms and contours, the body can 
aſſume ſeem progreflive ; the found of the 
flute, the caſtanets, the tambour de baſque, 
and cymbals, regulate, increaſe, or flacken, 
their ſteps; - Words, adapted to ſuch like 
ſcenes, inflame them more, till they appear 
intoxicated, - and become frantic bacchantes, 
Forgetting . all reſerve, they then wholly 
abandon themſelves to the diſorder of their 
ſenſes, while an indelicate people, who wiſh 
_-nothing ſhould be left to the imagination, 

rte their re ods | 


Theſe 


- Theſe Almai are admitted into all ha- 
tems; they teach the women the new 
airs, recount amorous tales, and recite po- 
ems, in their preſence, Which are intereſt- 
ing by being pictures of their own man- 
ners. They learn them the myſteries of 
their art, and inſtruct them in laſcivious 
dances. The minds of theſe women are 
cultivated, their converſation agreeable, they 
ſpeak their language with purity, and, ha- 
bitually addicting themſelves to poetry, 
learn the moſt winning and ſonorous modes 
of expreſſion, Their recital is very grace- 


4 guide : ſome of the airs I have heard from 


meaſure, like ſome of ours; but their excel- 

lence: is moſt ſeen in the pathetic - When 
they rehearſe a moal, in the manner of 

the ancient tragic, ballad, F 'by dwelling upon 
affecting and plaintive tones, f they inſpire 
melancholy, which ĩnſenſibly augments, till 
it melts- in tears. The very Turks, ene - 
mies as they are to the arts, the Furks them 
ſelves, pals Whole nights in liſtening to 
them. Two people ſing together, ſome- 

times, but, like their orcheſtra, they are 

6 Always 


—— 
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always in uniſon : accampaniments, in muſic, 
are only for enlightened - nations; wha, 
while melody charms: the ear, wiſh to have 
the mind employed by a juſt and inven» 
tive modulation. Nations, on the contrary, 


vrhoſe feelings are oftener appealed to than 
their underſtanding, little capable of catch- 


ing the fleeting beauties of harmony, de- 
light 3 in thoſe .limple- ſounds which ] im- 


mediately attack the heart, without call- 


ing in the aid. of W. to increaſe ſenſi- 


| 2 


The Wees to hats a man- 


ners, by long dwelling in Egypt, were be- 
come natural, alſo had their Almai. At 
Jeruſalem, as at Cairo, it ſeems, they 
gave the women leſſons. St. Mark re- 
lates a fact which proves the power 
pak —_ Oriental dance Over he heart of 


: 1 1 1 * N 
I 8 SS WD, PS 7 * * 4 4 : 23 + +. 


5 1 when a convenient as was come, 
that Herod on his birth-day made a 
«« ſupper to his lords, bighocagtajanr and 


* chief eſtates of - Galilee ; + 


% And when * inen . the. Gi 


wr; 50 St. Marks chap. v vi. ver. 21. 5 
41 12 8050 
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Herodias came in, and danced, and 
be. Pong Herod, and them that fat with 
him, the king aid unto the damſel, 
4 Aſſe of me whatſoever thou Peel Oe 1 
40 gie nee 7 

e And he ſware unto; her, Vat; 
'« thou ſhalt aſk of me, I will give it 
* 'thee, unto the half of my kingdom. 

„And ſhe went forth, and ſaid unto 
her mother, What ſhall T aſk, and :the 
«© ſaid, The head of John the Baptiſt, 

„ And ſhe came in ſtraightway "with 
© haſte unto the king, and aſked, ſaying, 
„ will that thou give me by and by in 
984 _—_ ws 11 1 of . hay FO 
ON. 

255 Ant bam ae lagi ſong: an 
. executioner, and c ommanded his head 
„ to be brought, and he went and Be- 
* headed him in the priſon.“ | 

The Almai are - preſent at matriage ce- 
remonies, and precede 'the bride, playing 
on inſtruments. They alſo accompany fu- 
nerals, at which they ſing dirges, utter 
groans and Jamentations, ' and imitate every 
mark of grief and deſpair. Their price is 
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lire 
a high, and they ſeldom attend any but 


wealthy people, and great lords. _ 
I was lately invited to a ſplendid ſu p- 


per, which a rich Venetian merchant gave 


the receiver - general of the finances of 


Egypt. The Almai ſung various airs, du- 
ring the banquet, and afterwards the praiſes 


of the principal gueſts, I was moſt pleaſed 
by an ingenious allegory, in which Cupid 
was the ſuppoſed interlocutor. There was 
play after ſupper, and I perceived handfuls of 


| ſequins were occaſionally ſent to the ſingers. 
This feſtival brought them fifty guineas, at 
leaſt; they are not, however, alw-ays ſo well 


paid. 
The common people hows their Almai, 


alſo, who are a ſecond order of theſe wo- 
men, imitators of the firſt ; but have nei- 
ther their elegance, grace, nor knowledge. 
They are ſeen every where; the public 


ſquares and walks round Grand Cairo abound 


with them; the populace require ideas to 
be conveyed with ſtill leſs diſguiſe; de- 
cency therefore will not permit me to de- 


ſcribe the licentiouſneſs of their motions 


and poſtures, | of which no idea can be 


formed 


formed but by ſeeing. The Indian Baya- 
dieres are exemplarily modeſt, when com- 
pared to the dancing girls of the Egyptians. 
This, Sir, is the principal diverſion of 


theſe ee and in which they. OP 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
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The i J ie of the Egyptian: women, FAY 
inoclinations, morals, em nts, Pleaſires, 
the manner in which they educate their cbil. 

dren, and their cuſtom. of . weeping over the 
tombs of their kindred, after having firewed 
them with flowers and odoriferous plante. 


4 


To M. L. M. 

8 a Cain. | 
I HAVE us. Sir deſcribed the mode 
of life of the men, but have ſaid little con- 
cerning that of the women. This Oriental 
reſerve will not pleaſe a European; (49) I 
will, therefore, endeavour to give you a 
general idea of female manners, in this coun- 


try. 


(q) The Egyptians never mention their wives in con- 
verſation 3 or, if obliged to ſpeak of them, they ſay the 
mother of ſuch a perſon, the miſtreſs of the houſe, &c. 
Good manners will not permit the viſitor to aſk, How | 
does your wife do, Sir? But, in imitation of their 
reſerve, it is neceſlary to ſay, How does the mother of 
ſuch a perſon do? And this they think an inſult unleſs 
aſked by a kinſman, or an intimate friend. This I 
relate as perfectly characteriſtic of Eaſtern jealouſy. 


23 =>. 2 0 { 
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im Europe, women act parts 0 great 
conſequence, and often reign ſovereigns on the 
world's vaſt theatre; they influence man- 
ners and morals, and decide on the moſt 
important events; the fate of nations is fre- . 
quently in their hands. How different in 
Egypt, where they are bowed down by the 
fettets of ſlavery, condemned to ſervituds, 
and have no {fob in public affairs. Their 
empite is confined within the walls of the 
harem. There are their graces and Charms 
entombed: the circle of their life extends' 
'not 'beyond their own family and domeſtic 
duties, F a 

Their firſt care 18 to educate hel children, 
and a numerous poſterity is their moſt fervent 
wiſh; public reſpe& and the love of their 
Huſband are annexed to fruitfulneſs. This 
is even the prayer of the poor, who earns 
his bread by the ſweat of his brow; and, 
did not adoption alleviate grief, when nature 
Is unkind, a barren woman would be incon- 


ſolable. The mother daily ſuckles her child, 


1 The compilet ue Mela pretends women 
do the out · door buſineſs, in Egypt, and men that of the 
houſehold. Every writer who has been i in this country 
| diſprc roves the opinion. | 


M 2 | whoſe 
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whoſe infant ſmiles, added to frequent 
pregnancy, recompences all the cares and 
pains they incurred. Milk diſeaſes, and 
thoſe maladies which dry up the juices of 
the youthful wife, who ſends her offspring 
to be nurtured by a ſtranger, are here 
unknown. That mothers ſhould ſuckle their 
young is a law as ancient as the world; it is 
expreſsly commanded by Mahomet. * Let 
« mothers ſuckle their children full two 
C years, if the child does not quit the breaſt ; 
* but ſhe ſhall be permitted to wean it with 
* the conſent of her huſband. y 6 Ulyſſes, 
in the Elyſian fields, beholds his mother, his 
tender mother, there, who had fed him with 
her milk and nurtured him in infancy. /z} 
When obliged by circumſtances to take a 
' nurſe, they do not treat her as a ſtranger ; ſhebe- 
comes one of the family, and paſſes her days 
| amidſt the children ſhe has ſuckled, by whom 
ſhe ischeriſhed and honouredasa ſecond mother. 
Racine, who poſſeſſed not only genius but 
all the knowledge neceſſary to render genius 
conſpicuous, ſtored with the learning of the 
| fineſt works of Greece, and well acquainted 
with oriental Manners, gives. Phœdra her 


{s) Coran. © ” t Odyſſey, book xxili. 
| | nurſe 


5 nurſe as her ſole th” The wretched 
queen, infected by a guilty paſſion ſhe could 
not conquer, while the fatal ſecret oppreſſed 
a heart that durſt not unload itſelf, could not 
reſolve to ſpeak her thoughts to the tender 
CEnone, till the latter had ſaid 


Cruelle, quand ma foi vous ns decue 2? 
Songez- vous, au en naiſſant, mes bras vous ont rẽgue ? 


4 cruel queen, by me were you deceived? | 
R 3008 Ark FROGIV yOu 20: THAT ee 


The harem is the cradle and ſchool: of 
infancy, The new-born feeble being is not 
there ſwaddled and filleted up in a ſwathe, 
the ſource of a thouſand diſeaſes. Laid naked 
on a mat, expoſed 1 in a vaſt chamber to the 
pure air, he breathes freely, and with his 
delicate limbs ſprawls at pleaſure. The new 
element in which he is to live is not 
entered with pain and tears. Daily bathed 
beneath his mother s eye, he grows apace; 
free to act, he tries his coming powers, rolls, 
crawls, riſes, and, ſhould he fall, cannot 


much hurt himſelf, on the carpet, or mat, 
which covers the floor. Cu) | 


(u) The rooms are paved with large flag ſtones, 
waſhed once a week, and covered in ſummer with a reed 
mat, of artful workmanſhip, and a carpet in winter. 
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Ae is not baniſhed his father's hindh when 
ſeven years old, and ſent to college with the 
| loſs of health and innocence ; he does not, 
tis true, acquire much learning; he perhaps 
can only read and write; but he is healthy, 
robuſt, fears God, reſpects old age, has filial 
piety, and delights in hoſpitality ; ; which 
virtues, continually practiſed in his family, 
remain deeply engraven in his heart. 

The daughter's education is the fame, 
Whalebone and buſks, which martyr Euro- 
pean girls, they know not; they run naked, 
or only covered with a ſhift, till fix years 
old, and the dreſs they afterwards wear con- 
fines none of their limbs, but ſuffers the 
body to take its true form, and nothing is 
more uncommon than ricketty children, and 
crooked people. Man riſes in all his majeſty, 
and woman diſplays every charm of perſon, 
in the Eaſt. In Georgia and Greece, thoſe 
fine marking outlines, thoſe admirable forms, 
which the Creator gave the chief of his works 
are beſt preſerved. Apelles would Rill find 
models worthy of his pencil there. 

The care of their children does not wholly 
employ the women; every other domeſtic 
concern is s theirs: : hey” overlook their houſe- 

| 8 hold, 


* ASE 4 
& © as 


«- 


0 N16. YoPLT. al 


hold, and do not think themſelves debaſed by 

preparing, themſelves, their own food, and 
that of their huſbands. Former cuſtoms, ſtill 
ſubſiſting, render theſe cares duties. Thus 
Sarah haſtened to bake cakes upon the hearth, 
when angels viſited Abraham, who performed 
the rights of hoſpitality, Menelaus thus 
entreats the departing: Telemachus ;—. 


Vet ſtay, my friends, and in your chariot take 
The nobleſt preſents that our loye can make: : 
ce Mean-time, commit we to our women's care 


© Some choice domeſtic viands to prepare; (x) _ 

Subject to the immutable laws by which 
cuſtom governs the Eaſt, the women do not 
aſſociate with men, not even at table, /y} 
where the union of ſexes produces mirth, 
and wit, and makes food more ſweet. When 
the great incline to dine with one of their 
wives, ſhe is informed, prepares the apart- 
ment, perfumes it with precious eſſences, 
procures the moſt delicate viands, and receives 
her lord with the utmoſt attention and reſpect. 
Among the common people, the women 
uſually ſtand, or ſit in a corner of the room, 
while the huſband dines, often hold the pos 


my 
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1655 Pope's Odyſſey, woke 3 25 
EP 7 Sarah, who prepared the dinner for es 
his gueſts, ſat not at table,. but remained i in her tent. 
TP for 
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for him to wafh, and ſerve him at table; (2) 
Cuſtoms like 'theſe, which the Europeans 
rightly call barbarous, and exclaim againſt 
with juſtice, appear ſo natural here, that they 
do not ſuſpect it can be otherwiſe elſewhere. 
Such is the power of habit over man : what 
for ages has been he ſuppoſes a law of nature. 

Though thus employed, the Egyptian 
women have much leiſure, which they ſpend 


among their flaves, embroidering ſaſhes, 


making veils, tracing deſigns to decorate their 


ſofas, and in ſpinning. Such Homer painted 


the women of his times. 


© But not as yet the fatal news had ſpread " 
* To fair Andromache, of Hector dead; 
e As yet no meſſenger had told his fate, , 
1 Nor e' en his ſtay without the Scœan gate. 
4 Par in the cloſe receſſes of the dome, 
* Penſive ſhe ply*d the melancholy loom; 
* A growing work employed her ſecret hours, 
« Confus'dly gay with intermingled flow'rs. 
Fer fair-hair'd handmaids heat the brazen urn, 
*The bath preparing for her Lord's return:” (a) 


(x) 1 lately dined with an Italian, who had married 


an Egyptian woman, and aſſumed their manners, having | 
lived here long, His wife and ſiſter- in- law ſtood in my 


| Preſence, and it was with difficulty I prevailed on them 


to fit at table with us, where hw were extremely timid 
and difconcerted. 


) Pope's Iliad book xxl 1 
x ; Telemachus, 


7 4. 
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| Telemachus, ſeeing Penelope ſpeak to the 
ſuitors on affairs to which he thought her 
incompetent, Gb 


0 royal mother ! end name ! 
b Permit me (cries Telemachus) to claim | | 
«« A ſon's juſt right. No Grecian prince but I 
Has pow'r this bow to grant, or to deny. 
Of all that Ithaca's rough hills contain, 
And all wide Elis“ courſer- breeding plain, 
To me alone my father's arms deſcend ; 
* And mine alone they are to give or lend. 


_ 5 Retire, oh Queen ! thy houſhold taſk reſume, _ 

„ Tend, with thy maids, the labours of the loom; 

* The bow, the darts, and arms of chivalry, 
#F: Theſe cares to man belong, and moſt to me.“ 


Pope's Odyſſey, book xxi. 


© The © far from being offended at 


this freedom, retired, admiring the manly 
wiſdom of her ſon. 


Labour has its relaxations ; Rt is not 
baniſhed the harem. The nurſe recounts 
the hiſtory of paſt times, with a feeling which 
her hearers participate; chearful and paſ- 
ſionate ſongs are accompanied by the ſlaves, 
with the tambour de baſque and caitanets. 
Sometimes the Almai come, to enliven the 
ſcene with their dances, and affecting recitals, 
and by relating amorous romances; and, at 


the cloſe of the day, there i is a repaſt, in which 
exkquiſite 
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exquiſite ſtuits and perfumes are ſerved with | 
profuſion. Thus do they endeavour to charm 
away the dulneſs of captivity. 

Not that they are wholly priſoners ; once or 
twice a weck they are permitted to go to the 


bath, and viſit. female relations and friends. 


To bewail the dead is, likewiſe, a duty they 
are allowed to perform. I have often ſeen diſ- 
trated mothers round Grand Cairo, reciting 
funeral hymns over the tombs they had ſtrew- 
ed with odoriferous plants. Thus Hecuba and 
Andromache ( lamented over the body of 

Hector; 


60 will inſert the complaints of Andromache and 
Fatima, the daughters of Mahomet, that you, Sir, may 
compare them. 

ANDRO M ACHE. 


e And, Oh my Hector! Oh my Lord! ſhe cries, 
* Snatch'd in thy bloom from theſe deſiring eyes! 

4e Thou to the diſmal realms for ever gone! 

« And J abandon'd, deſolate, alone! 

« An only ſon, once comfort of our pains, 

Sad product now of hapleſs love remains 

«© Never to manly age that ſon ſhall riſe, 

« Or with encreaſing graces glad my eyes: 

“ For Ilion now, (her great defender lain) 

« Shall fink a ſmoaking ruin on the plain. 

* Who now protects her wives with guardian care? 
% Who faves her infants from the rage of war? 

% Now hoſtile fleets muſt waft thoſe infants o'er, 
% Thoſe wives muſt waft em to a foreign ſhore! 
0 Thon 


0.3; EGYPT 7 


Hector; and chus Fatima and Sophia wept over 
| Kaare. . cuſtom was not unknown 
| to 


1 6 „ Thou. 1 too, my rt to barb/ro rous 3 thall Be) 
kn, The fad companion of thy mother's wwe; 
Drivn hence a ſlave before the viRtor's ford 3* 

_ - # Condemn'd to toil for ſome inhuman lord. hs 105 
Or elſe ſome Greek, whoſe father preſt the "lain, 

„ Or ſon, or brother, by great Hector ſlain 
In HeRtor's blood his vengeance ſhall enjoy), 
56 And hurl thee headlong from the tow'rs of Troy, 
For thy ſtern father never ſpar d a foe: | 
1 Thence all theſe tears, and all this ſcene of woe} 
4 Thence, many evils his ſad parents bore, | | 
„ His parents many, but his conſort more. 

. Why gav'ſt thou not to me thy dying hand? 

% And why receiv'd not I thy laſt command 7? | 
Some word thou would'ſt have ſpoke, which =o dear, 
«© My ſoul might keep, or utter with a tear 
Which never, never could be loſt in air, 
Fix d in my heart, and oft repeated there! | 
46 Thus to her weeping maids ſhe makes her moan 5 
- 68 mmm, 
| | among _ mga 
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+3 


| Ari. 50 ; 

« Oh my father! Miniſter of the malt: bich! Pro- 
te phet of the moſt merciful God! And art thou · gone? 
«© With thee divine revelation is gone allo l The angel 
% Gabriel has, henceforth, for ever taken his flight into 
e the high heavens | Power ſupreme | hear my laſt 

prayer; haſten to unite my ſoul to his; let me behold 
5 his face; deprive me not of the fruit of his righteouſ- 
$ neſs, nor of his interceſſion at the day of Judgement.” 


Tha LETTERS 


to the Romans; ; they had their funeral urs 
ſtrewed with cypreſs. How charmin gly does 
the elegant Horace ſhed flowers over that of 
QuinRilius! How affecting, how ' paſſionate, 
is the ode he addreſſes. to Virgil on the death 
of their common — cc NY Euro- 
Then taking a little of "this aul from t che coffin, and 
putting it to her face, the adds, 
% Who, having ſmelt the duft of his tomb, can ever 
e find odour in the moſt exquiſite perfumes ! Alas! 
% agrecable ſenſations are all extinct in my heart! The 
ec clouds of ſorrow envelop me, and will change the 
« brighteſt day to diſmal night? 
Jie de Mahomet, par Savary, page 2 25 | 


0 « Wherefore reſtrain the tender tear? 
“% Why bluſh to weep for one ſo dear? 
«© Sweet muſe, of melting voice and lyre, 
4 Do thou the mournful ſong inſpire. 
*« Quinctilius—ſunk to endleſs reſt, 
With death's eternal ſleep oppreſt ! | 
Oh! when ſhall faith, of ſoul ſincere, 
1 Of juſtice pure the ſiſter fair, 
. And modeſty, unſpotted maid, 
And truth in artleſs guiſe array d, 
Among the race of human kind 
«© An equal to Quinctilius find ? 
How did the good, the virtuous mourn, 
% And pour their ſorrows o'er his urn? 
But, Virgil, thine the loudeſt ſtrain, 
L yet all thy pious grief is vain, 


6 In 


pean nations, where ties of kindred are much 
relaxed, they rid, themſelves all they can of the 
religious duties which ancient piety paid the 
dead; but the reaſon why. we die unregretted 
is. becauſe we have had PE misfortune mw 
unbeloved. 5 * > 


= - 


The Egyptian women receive . W 's 
viſits very affectionately: when a lady enters 
the harem, the miſtreſs riſes, takes her hand, 
preſſes it to her boſom, kiſſes, and makes her 
ſit down by her ſide; a ſlave haſtens to 
take her black mantle; ſhe is entreated to 
be at eaſe, quits her veil and tus outward 


In vain a0 vel U gots tides" « 
„ Thy lov'd Quiĩnctilius to reſtorec, 
Whom on far other terms they gave, 
By nature fated to the grave. 
What though you can the lyre r 
And ſweep its tones with ſofter hand 
„ Than Orpheus, whoſe harmonious ſong - 
* Once drew the liſtening trees along, 
“ Yet ne'er returns the vital heat 
«© The ſhadowy form to animate 
« For when the gholt- compelling god 
«« Forms his black troops with horrid rod, 
« He will not, lenient to the breath | 
«© Of prayer, unbar the gates of death. 
is hard, but patience muſt endure, 5 
« And ſoothe the woes it cannot cure.“ 


Fzancis's Horacr, ode xxiv. | 
and 


mm TEST Tre 
| hiſt, Cd) and diſcovers a floating robe, tied round 
ahe waiſt with a ſaſh, which perfectly diſ- 
playi her ſhupe. Sh then receives compliments 
ä nn to their manner. ſe ? * Why my 
* mother, or my ſiſter have you been ſo long 

« abſent ? We ſighed to ſee you [+ Your pre. 
*ſethec is an e eee it is the 
n happineſs of our lives! Se. 
Slaves preſent coffee, ſherbet, and confec- 
tionary; they laugh, talk, and play; ; a large 
diſhis placed on the ſofa, on whichare oranges, 
pomegranates, bananas, and excellent melons. 
Water, and roſe-water, mixed, are brought in 
a ewer ; and with them a ſilver baſon to waſh 
the hands, and loud glee and merry converſa- 

tion ſeaſon the meal. The chamber is per- 
fumed by wood of aloes, in a brazier; and, 
the repaſt ended, the ſlaves dance to the ſound 
of cymbals, with whom the miſtreſſes often 
mingle. At parting they e repeat, | 


(4) A habit of ceremony, which « covers the dreſs, and 
except the collar, greatly reſembles. a ſhift. It is 
thrown off, on fitting down, to be. more at eaſe, and 
is called, in Arabic, camis. ä 

(e) Such titles as madam, miſs, .or 8 are un - 
known in Egypt. A woman advanced in years is called 
my mother; when young, my ſiſter; and, if a girl, 
daughter of the houſe. | 


4. 8 80 | G od 


hd 
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God keep you in health! Heaven grant you 


a numerous offspring! Heaven preſerve your 
children ; the W and glory of ney fa- 
mily! oY” Dn hd ; 
While a viſitor i is in the harem, tit huſ- | 
band muſt not enter; it is the aſylum of 
hoſpitality, and cannot be violated without 
fatal conſequences ; a cheriſhed right, which 
the Egyptian women carefully maintain, be- 
ing intereſted in its preſervation. A lover, 
diſguiſed like a woman, may be introduced 
into the forbidden place, 7 g and it is neceſ- 
ſary he ſhould remain undiſcovered ; death 
would otherwiſe be his reward. In this 
countty, where the paſſions are excited Dy 
the climate, and the difficulty of gratifying 
them, love often produces tragical events. 
The Turkiſh women go, guarded by their 
eunuchs, upon the water alſo, and enjoy the 
charming proſpects of the banks of the Nile. 
Their cabins are pleaſant, richly embelliſhed, 
and the boats well carved and painted. They 
are known by the blinds over the We 


l mention theſe wiſhes, very ancient in the Fat, 
becauſe they are found often in the Holy Scriptures. 
g I have faid harem ſignifies forbidden place. 
api. | > 2 20nd 
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vour to be merry in their ien, 0 War 
ſun-ſertjng, they, 80 on the terrace, ang. 
the freſh, air among the flowers which, Ab 
arcfully reared. Here they often bathe; | 
and thus, at once, enjoy the cool, limpid 


water, the perfume e of e BY its che 
ine in 


the ſrmament. „ wh ue e 

Thus Bathſheba Fi a when. David be- 
held her from the roof of his palace. , 
The Turks oblige the public criers to ſwear 
they will ſhut their eyes when they call the 
people to prayer, that their wives may not be 
ſeen from the high minarets. Another more 
certain precaution, which they take, is to 
chooſe the blind to perform this Pious func- 
non, 


Such, Sir, is the uſual life of the Egyp- 

tian women, Their duties are to educate 
their children, take care of their houſehold, 
and live retired with their family : their 
pleaſures to viſit, give feaſts, in which they 


WW 
nds, a # ., offen 


23 4 


neſs, go on 1 water, - 6 lng air. in orange 
groves, and liſten to the Almai. They deck 
themſelves as carefully to receive their ac- 
juaintance as French women do to allure the 
men. Uſually mil and timid, they become 
daring and furious when under the dominion 
of violent love: neither locks nor grim 
keepers. can then preſcribe bounds to their 
ions; which, though death be ſuſpended 
over their head, they ſearch the means to 
a m are ſeldom unſucceſsful. - 


ol { » 27 * 1 5 4 wb > * * 
* 25 1 


an Me have the honour to be, cc. 


& © 
2 * 1 * 
3 + At ht * # f 3 * 3 4 be #? 


* > 4 . 
er age % x 4 e r 83 ; «+5 $ ; ' * 
4 + & = . 2 „ 1 45 ws , ; F oY: 5 L : « 1 923 
l > x F o 1 
Fg noon ”* * > rann : « : 7 » 
I 0 % 8 . 
* . & 4 W * 11 42 4 8 x 
* 4 1 
7 — * 7 : 8 
ie > S < - "SE ; 
4 { y L N > 
„ + > K 6 2 
4 . 
% 2 | * OI o 
4 2 . * 
8 : * Fo 8 ; 1 * EY is. $" 5 F 
Þ 7 : » y - 8 2 * 
2 3 . : 6n . 6 $ 1 fd 4 
F 4 4 
— 
£ * { * * * * Pg” — 
* = N 4 4 1 > * Fo * x 
11 2 PO. 3 # F ; {x ER a) 7 I 5 I p 
3-2 FRET EE I # * ee A 2 . * * % 3 by 5 5 
+ ” 
* 
* * 5 7 
1 8 * 
= 0 4 * «& * * * = * 01 * 
1 $ > F 7 . * 5 7 v ** 8 * * 
& : + 5 2. 8 
5 & * NN * 4g LOS ** * — — & 1 4 F +4 „ * 
A - - 4 1 - 
* 8 y 7 mY 
$ 1 1 * * * F 4 
— T 4 s ” N 
— he ES 
2 - 
* 2 
£ * & * a 7 1 * 
8 7 - * 7 Yb * 
* 
1 
y i 
= x : » % 4 8 # > 
» e , ” 
; 4 * 
oy * 4 1 * 
— : 2 - * 
1 * | Fx Þ L 
5 3 Frog * ui 4 K 5 — 
e * wt 5 ? K 2 > F 
* 
_ 5 
1 7 3 | : 
a4 [Fe ex Li Vp 
* 
A CY # -£ 7 I 


A YC, nat AT - 4 be 
ace CE Eur ye = - ge II = 3 eos — 
——— ꝑ— — — 


5 25 my a \ l | — —_— 
=o 3 n 3 5 1 - an — — he _ 
— 5 - 2 23 A , wa YI -— — 
* 7 — 23 
7 E z q - — ——— 4 8 — - wo odd 
SOS — * — * 
— W 8 23 * A — — - 
— - & - 1 * = —— 2 > 19 * * 5 9 2 ” — * 


— e u. ns We hs 
VER V 0 a D 
2 — " 9 — FT 0 
per - — 
— F S — 2 A 2 
= C3 2 5 — 
$7 ED 


Paſfon in this country. Facts ate better than 


— 
W S — — 
— * ˙ 23x CR” CT — 


Wt SET ERSO. 
Scl; 5181 bas 02 0) Aw wid iet Ir 


eyawik 29490 cho 40 sole is goingvs 


ellewe th IETER RTTXVHA beb nens 


Naß 21 {nitng booft bas 


Noratus of Ke hors wha 


Ann >fT eis. ge 35220 gfoms bayerft 
57 oft iber 1D 5415 e#rm&91f) anum 


9629 te „N. Nor Yo einiglq 150 
oh „sts mad 55182451 10 rte oc 


| Tas Modi 15 box” io? hawDaolq ode 


ATI may Hniſh chef portrait I: have | 
begun, Iwill relate a love adventure, Sits 
which aach happened at Roſatta; and this 


will give ꝓqu ſome idea of the ſtrength of tha 


arguments to ſhew the manners off a people: 
I ſhall be careful that no ĩndeceney ſhall per- 


Vade the picture; but, if the colours are glows 
ing · che nature of che ſubject. muſt plead my 


exguſen _noitnans wid Wolh bas out ors 


„Haſſan, an old jealous Turk, had married 


2 Georgian girl. of fixteen, and appointed. 
| guards, to, watch her, But Where is tbere 


guard ſo vigilant ag love? This, wealthy lord 
n my lands near Roſetta ; F he hade | 


the coun, whither he nes the e 5 82 195 E 
oy | 


ow E GER i 
| fol Jerhily, his wife, to £0, and take the 
evening air, Slaves of both ſexes always 
attended her) The len” witcled! the walls, 
and ſtood centihel at the g gates: the wom 
Wartec bo Her Vithla, "where The languidly 
ſtrayed among oran 885 oder, The mur- 
muring ſtreams, the freſh verdure, the ten- 
der plaints of the turtle doves, which people 
theſe, afplums;;but increaſed her melaricholy. 
She plucked fruit, and eat, without appe 
ſfhe''ghthered®Bawers)' and "Ciielt] Wach 
pleaſures! Ad ſhe Was grawely walking ane 
evehing* by the tiver fide, veiled, and furs 
roinded'By her flavks, 70 80 0 Ber garden, 
ſhe|peroetved® &Evropeati;” who" lately” had 
artivediat Roſcte"* Eis Gre: Berg {6 dite 
rent from the Turkei, made him femark- 
able N Th ect df your were vivid - 
onchis ehrelts, H- were f 3 
the ſun, and drew her attention. She p 
ſed ſlowly; and let her fan fall, -that*1 
might have à pretenee to Noply wenne, TE) 7 
L U Eitopeia dent ib they Nile in n Rofetts, but there 


Wings ld wandering from the city the Burj ITY 
habit. 1 2: : 61329to f. 18 bn 21 bouotton 
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he locked upon me? O, my friend! My 


wy he bad Hot kept his ay His e 
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Her eyed wet hit and ihe look went / to her 
ee the u the ſhape, the features of the 
ranger were imprinted in her memory z. and 
che ienpofflbility of ſpeaking to, the dread uf 
ſeeing hitti no more gave her a painful ſenſe 
of ſlavery. Thus conſtraint kindled mo- 
mentary! inclination into impetaous: paſſion. 
ge ely had ſhe arrived, among the atbouts 
of her garden, before ſhe eſcaped from the 
eroud; and, taking one of her women aſide, 
"8 whom ſhe had moſt confidence, ſaid, 
„ Didſt thou perceive the young ſtrai 
Didit thou behold his bright eyes, and how 


dear Zetfa ! Go, find him; eme _ 
the day after to-morrow, among ihe 

groves, without the garden; beſide the 
of dates, where the wall is loweſt. Bay! I 
wiſh to ſee, to ſpeak to him: only bid him 


| org the watchful eyes of my pitileſs keepers!” 


The meſſage was punctually delivered, and 


8 


"the European unguardedly” protniſed'; which 


omiſe the fight of approachitg danger made 


bim break. The flave;” diſguiſed 2s 4 tradeſ- 


woman, went a ſecbnd times and aſteed bin 


3901, brock 10 heloyans iitaq ive 


Cos 
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o * NOV. 
were) varionsy andre fixed Wy 


— — auithed paſ- 
fiom31/theifight of an-impaled; wreteh cooled 
—— -*-; EZ: 


_-vens.h9i[ho! 4higrftno T 51976 fr 36 
110Detfa- returned onde more, bitterly re- 
proached him, deſcribed how ardently her 

miſtreſs loved him, and hated the old Haſſan, 
praiſed her charms, her beauty, and lamented 
patents, and fold to a barbatian. The youth, 

ſeduced by her diſcourſe, ſwote that; on the | 
morrow, he would be under the en 

hour after ſun - e. 

The beauteous Jemily, ever be ie op 

though ever deceived, had been to the bath. 

Her black Jocks, a contraſt to the ques. whice 
hung ih: treſſes that een, 10 che ground : 
her robes were richly perfumed; an embroi- 
dered ſaſh ſhewed her ſlender waiſt, and 
bound theſe her light robes, which, having 
none of the ſtiffneſs of art, took the contour of 
her body. Her mantle and her veil were 

_ thrown: aide; an Indian handkerchief, adoro- 

N pearls, encircled her head. Though 

N 3 every 


ä * EN D EI G 5 


every grade? of [youtly dttem edi ber e Al 
feared ſhe was not heauteoutzenaughso! bnpe+ 
tiently-ſhe.:waited] tainctimps:;haſkening) Der 
eps; ſotnetimea as: ſuddenly, ſtopping Hd 
others; extending herſelf on the ground,aolett 
among, and eruſned, the tender 3 lower 
Tholleaſtinoiſs made her ſhudder and; glance 
toward i tlie appointed arbour: o herſunim as 
no more ſeen 3 the bright o ſtars Lapprartid} 

and night, hers ſo delightful, r ſol magnificent, 
whoſe cooling preſence) reſtores; ponies v0 
the languid body, and all its entrgy tos 
ſoul had ſpread her veil over natute, ond het 
dark qſhades over the bower where ſighed 
the amorous Jemily. Eben breath each 
ruſtling leaf, brought fear and hape alter 
nately to her heart. Suſpence, that torturer 
ot impatien love, gare her a choufagd racking | 
doubtsa:; Sede, vol 12d 10 via gniannds 
The hour of retitraingscame;) and; a::third 


time ſhe: fawherſelf Hecaivedsr! Fury takes = 


Nate of- :affecionz1iſhe hreathes, vengeance, 
determines 1c have the. life :of the perjurer:: 
but, having more love than vanity; hope and 
idefire ſoon extinguiſſi wrath Np 3: 

£4: ſhalt not die. G, go, my dear Aetka, 
AT chear Him the mord f peace; Aiſpvl his 


| i ' nn 
vin &  - e fears, 


| ON AHG ANT. 
Aitrare) deſcribel my ilovtʒ und bid him co 
«and leariymtzwaloes) 15d 100 2897 51il bangot = 
S Tetfa returned tothe Evtopean/'icalined 
Kisfapprahenfions,randipaſſionately-ideſerihed 


neſs that atvaitedo him. Incapable of withs 

ſtandling pictures do ſeductive;: the ãmprudemt 
youth once more promiſediii but, leſt th him 
ſelfis the dread of an ignominious deathionea 
more inade him. violate his word. Patience 
nine months ſhe ſolicited a man whom the 
had ſeen but a moment; finding in! affece = 
tion new excuſes ; one means failing, putſus | 
ing another; f ſtill unable to ſubmit to the 
loſt of him ſhe had taken ſoc much pain 10 
obtain; One evening; aftar ſhedding tears uf 
thinking only of her lover, whoſe imagterin- 
eeſſantlytpurſued her, Haſſum, tired ofiwaiting, 
traated her harthlya>!The charm was broken; 
MHe::retired, furious, to her apartment: but, 
yet the ſentence hei pronbunced he ſoſtened. 
Once morei go aid ſhe, to her! faithful 
ZDetfa; , to- mortro at daybreak; . find! the | 
208? perfidious European, and hear him theſe 
it 5 N 4. my 
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dickes. Could a Tutiam we 
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« thovght War f hadGi denfibilityyrvancremy 
+. heart panted to be thine, Nine months 
a thou haſt deecived;me : perjury to thee ie 
e ſport. But, beware a thy liſe is in yl 
<, {my and I am determined! Haſler will de- 


*, part for Faoua on Thurſday ; he will return 


44, late, and I ſhall be in the garden. Oome 
and receive thy pardon or af Have ſhall 
& bring me thy head. Jemily ſwcars by 
tha Prophet, if longer neglected, .. be 
H revenged .. «6H 390054 cih. dg 
2 fauhfully E | theſe g 
an heſſitated' nd longen. — 


he ſlave a preſent, ednjured her to calm tho 
anger of Jſemily, and faithfully promiſed he 
would be at the rendazuqus a little after ſun- 
ſet. He was not, however, without his fore; 
perhaps he was to be p for former por 
find pleaſute 
in, pardoning; or does e 
WING: TIE: — and his fears encreaſe: 
dering thoughts, a theuſand 
und and diſtract his mind.— 


a A'Turkith won _— — hate i ee 


allapazed, ors 


0 N 1 οf Hr rd 


Depart he muſt, vandlthe ideb of a Deaulebus 
woran waiting for him en flamed tlis imegi- 
nation and veiled che danger.” He ar ed 
himſelf, croſſed the ridesfields, ſtole along 
the wood of dates, and came to the wall 
which-dividelhim- from the beauteous Geor- 
gian. His heart palpitates; he looks, leaps 
the wall, and enters the garden; Two Wo- 
men, at ſceing him, tiſe, and appear terrified, 
while he ſtands motionleſs, The one — it 
was Jemily herſelf held out her hand, and 
gave him courage. He approaches, bows 
profoundly; is kindly raiſed'; a ſign is given, 
and the ſlave diſappears. Stranger, faid 
ber eure why haſt” thou deceived me ſo 
«long? Thou loveſt me not“ *c Pardon, 
«| beauteous Jemily; my fears have detained 
teme; but Tam come to repair my wrongs at 
your feet. She ſeemed as if the” would 
have continued her reproaches; but, taking 
the youth's hand, hielt trembled in her on 
ſhe led him to an orange grove. The moon - 
beams ſilvered the foliage. But here, without 
further deſcription, let us leave the Tover 9 
There ſeems little probability in an ebent 
like this, judging from European manners; 
and I. might cafily have ftenchified the ſtory, 
W : | and 


7 


8 * T T T S 
and made. it credible enough; but the world. 
would only have gaiged one exror;mgre, would 
have ſaid the Egyptians are like Europeans; 
without cpdollecting the immenſe, differencd | 
of \the licentious liberty of the ſex In one 
place, and ſlavery, as licentious in its effects 

in che other. Lam more ſutiafied withrelating 
fact, ſhoald: it ſeem to want probability, chan 
went fable the wpoaanco of tube o 
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engel ail 918 2neqyad 2d; bist aved 
Faentien from Grand Caird te Nin, wirre 
pb French menebaute have a-country bonſe's 
abu route ſrem Bixa to the Pyramids; and 
gctalle , their: heightss extrafted frum ancient 
ue madertt::trvellers; proving the'\ great 
 fyramid in fi Hundred feet bigbs and that 

in the time of Herodotus, before the fand had . 

— round the baſe; , its perpendicular 


_. Height Was as eight hundred feet 
2 7 To M. L. * 


| Grand Cairo. 


Yo! U are farpriſe, Sins I have not yet 
mentioned the pyramids, and expect a deſcrip- 
tion that ſhall clear and determine your 
doubts. This is the very reaſon of my ſilence; 
my delay aroſe from the defire I had to obtain 
certainty, and ſuch information as ſhould 
ſatisfy your curioſity. One viſit was not 
ſufficient, and I am juſt returned from paying 
them a ſecond, in company with the Comte 
D'Antragues, a French nobleman, whoſe 
deſire of inſtruction brought him to Egypt, 
and who, in addition to the qualities we call 


amiable * and learning. . Eras. 
* a We 
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We left Grand Caird after dinner \procects 
ing through that part of it called Ianefi. The 
Nile was on our right, and the canal of the 
prince of the futhful on our left! The. plin 
. We ctoſſed reaches to Foſtat, und is inter- 
ſected by lakes, eluſtering trees, gardens, 
and pleaſure houſes, appertaining to the 
grandees. The moſt conſiderable is that of 
Ibrahim Bey, Sheik El Balad, e wbither 

he often takes his wives, who tange 1. a Vult 
eneloſure of orange trees, and pomegranates, 
with a terrace, over which is à portico that 
3 down upon the river; here a part of 
their” captivity is paſſed. A little farther a 
gabe Bet riſes, inhabited by dervices; 
and which, ſcandal ſays, affordꝭ ſubject of 
eonſolation to the beauteous priſoners. 
Piaſfing this plain, we came to the mouth 
of the canal of the prince of the faithful, 
and the water works; and, "traverſing a part 
WORK _—_ pigs wa 
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e 
we ed: the e evening, impatient to continue 
previous to this, à preſent 


(e) The title of the moſt Poel Bey, 28 1 have 
Fe aids figinffiniggoverncr — * 
Was 


ON EGYPT: . 


| tothe Kiachtfas(p) ho pro- 
med ug two Chiikssi (9J):#0 protect usifrom 
the plundering Atabs. This, formerly, was a 
voluntary gift, a mera mark of reſpect ; ĩt ãs 
now: a tribute, which the governot lays n 
European curioſity. It originated with the 
Engliſh, ho, returning from Bengal, neyes 
fail: to viſit the pyramids. The folly; and 
vanity, of theſę Nabobs, who deal out their 
gold by handfuls, has made travelling more 
erben ve, and fi dicscult, for perſons: Nh 
9 the rich . » Provanges: of 
Bengal. 2326, 7; 1990 ihn ion wake ao] 
5 8 8 RIS 
me ef Giza aut, an hour after; midnight, 
'QCEEgE 5 A; quarter of g 4 
en, bawde „„ 
grand pyramids. We, were but three leagues 
from them, and the moon ſhone on, them 
with full ſplendour. They. Appeared like two 
pointed rocks, with their ſummits: in the 
glouds,. and the aſpect of theſe —— nut 
W, which have fury N * 


The, calm.;of e and — | deer of 
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 atigh$}:added to-their wijellyTab@UH&Wikt) 
edfting>» retroſpoctite glance over the ages 
that have: paſſed aby theſe mountains WIe 
time himmſelf cannot ſhake, 2Mindders WI 
inwoluntary aw e. Peace be to the laſt of the 
ſeten wonders of the world io HUnDνjñud be 
the people by whom they were ralfed bor oon 
odd the itich plains chat utround hers; 
Fable has placed the Elyſian fields "their 
interſecting eanals are the Styx and thie Lette. 
I ue treations of Mythology here gleanwuuroſt 
the mind ; and the ſhades of her learties;' 
her warlike, her poetical, her virtudus, Heroes} | 
glide and hoot, appear and diſappedr at 
fancy's call. How highly i6:poetey indebted 
to theſe places and how higtny are they 
indebted to poetry ſung as they have beet 
by Orpheus and Homer! 25009 2UOnmons 
Wee approach -thi-pyritnkdyy Whichbf ik 
hs 7 tk MRI en Anat" Had * 
the plain we traverſe, 
the clouds, become adoiindans Aiſtinet? 
At half paſt three in the morning we fond 
ourſelves at the foot of the greateſt e left? 


our biothos at the ddr; Were it is entered. 


and deſcended each with torch. n | 
_ ceedeqtillawecame to a place here we were 
atein 8 


A ee \Grbkes, 46:paſhiaito 
the;ſeggad;entry, which! cortefponded:toithe 
firſtiu We them aſcendedydn foilr:knees] faps 
Porting ourſeldes with 0nochands/agairiſt>the 
fidesz otherwiſe: we were in danger of ſliding 
Precipitately dow an inclined: plane, tha 
notches, or ſteps, / of which did noto afforil 
certain foot - hold. We fired a piſtol abbut 
the middle the fearful noiſe of which w 
longs geverherated among the cavities uf this 
immenſe ediſioe, and vhich awakened thous 
ſands of bats, much larger than thoſe of 
Europe, that, darting up and dewn, beat 
againſt or hands and ace, and èxtinguiſhed 
ſeverab of our lights. Come te the top, we 
eptmed,:: through % very low door, 4-greats 
ablong chamber, entirely of granite: Seven 
enormous ſtones, crofling: from one wall ta 
the; other, formed the ceiling. A ſarcopha- 
gus,- cut fm a block af warble, is placed at 
one end; ĩt has ſbetn violated by man, for ĩt 
is empty, and the lid bas been torn off. Bits 
of earthen vaſes are ſcattered round! Beneath 
this! chamber is another, ks; Where is the 
efſtrance of artonduit, full of rubbiſi. Aftero 
examining theſe caverns, where the light of 
day never a, the ſuades of lictærnal- 
eee night 
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the tour of the pyramid, contempleting it 


with; a kind of terror. Docked at Reunff * 1 


fees compoſed of detached rock', buten 
hundred paces- diſtant, the largeneſs uf nt 
| is loſt Wen e een the ſtröchufe“ 
| mee very ſmall ) 2998970) 
To this day, its dimenſions roble- 
matical. Sin he US Ho Ra 50 an 
travellers and men of learning have weste 
it; and the difference of * their ;caloulatidhty" 
far from removing, have but *% Srabhted;” 
doubt. I. will give ved tible” of et 
admeaſurements; w F hichf at leaſt, w 
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To me it ſeems evident that Greaves and 
Niebubr are prodigiouſly deceived, in the 
perpendicular height of the grand pyramid. 
All travellers agree it contains, at leaſt, two 
hundred and ſeyen layers, which layers are 
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1 die pn dreck aha vented erg Erda 
— nicitit height. nge nils 
to oe e tat Rv Waite There 
* Tok, 106 hci hs Mice f Md Fe- 
"Ver of fie e ei keen ker Hundred und 
a ee z os Nine aged bee an Have 
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feat damaged. f did the Cane) And bdüht- 
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This pyramid has two hundred eee 
large ſtones, the mean height daf. Ahichi as et and 


a half, for ſoms ichaz Lm] echAteibigber; een were 
10 above three feet. Thepci, page 24. 
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elke that, mi Jy * opened 
«0 the; ſide Thy Bk deſerts, that .t * 
e . dn ang. chat 
„Rude high; have covered them FRM 
aal a,gonfiderable Fill, we: thall ne, longer 
wonder that Albers On Fn Soha 
oP roſper, Alpinus, » who. aſcend ed OWL 
outbreak; r ſogth-welk, N le, Jef 72103 "BY 
of Lybia, found a greater num» 
esa pß, ſteps; ene reals e - 
culation, agreeing With 183.0 .D . Viodor 
Aae Gems prarſt the true He 


III eight of 
. the, pyramid, taken from ite original Pee: 
ANG; WE, have ganſe to. believe it Wag at leaſt 
o hundred feet, high. Af any. 1755 
amt proof, RRH ting, About half 
-:6, ontgne fide, js a longs yl ROT IF 
d hight ſtops, upp an Ablage 5 ip "i a 
„ leads to the coffin, ms is depoſited 
ro 0 witkin the Weng CY This Sentry, 
*"which" is" no open, and which in the 
eine of. Strabo, */* 2 ber about half: 22 
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tele” lands „ by a bale, ja 
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Attribute the prodigious | bt 
_ he abegünts f the hilton I 9. mea 
ſured” the grand pyramid, in d ; nt. Lees, 
and at oppoſite apgles. Here N 
;ived: neareft che tine 
-when its r real baſe) was bare, We to, ve 

beer Len Hundred feet quare (a ach I 7 
thitk very probable,” This is ey "the opi- 


nion 5 Pliny, who - ſays it covered 2 hs 
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deze: Ke ee d 
3 Were bene Ae Who have” tlie 
| a ng eee the top. bas Pliny, £ 
74 28 ꝛ0cus aid? doidw div ine 
. — Ge that Pluy, deceived hy appetit- 
Ties; was under the fame error as Digdo- 
"rus } Dub che piſſage elearly He the 
2 as Coated. Ih fact, it Weald 
Have been furpring tat the ithabi- 
tants sf Bafirid eu moütt a building abat = 
had 3 3 but it was oxceedingly"$6-uhat : 
they Mae P n the four 
ſides 7 Wbt 5e . elented a furface of 
poliſhed marble nabe, laid ogg 1 
I ſhall forbear being more particular, to 


e Village of! Beſiflz, 


Y This village ill remains, is called * and 
17 * leaguo from oy pyramids, 


prove 
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DPmανn hazothę, grand prramid o Sa ted 
with marble: the fact ig, inponteſtible. 
That, it ne hut, is. cqpally 4008, a rap- 

Perso from; Straho ang, that, (by cauſing p 

ene, placed about the middle of h 

38 ſides, ann nt wag found. whach, led 

$:-ihg.tomb,af..the. king. Jo. Mailles, 

who viſited this pyramid ;forty. times, ,with 
ah imaginable care, J. will leave, the honour 
tok. inferming you what. the, mea expployed 
tongpen it wgre. I, hay; twice, Raminad 
it, withia, have twice aſcended to, its ſum- 

.mitz and anne forbear admiging; th ſa- 

gacity with which this author has vnveile 

-the; mechaniſm of that aſtoniſhing cdifice. 

-Foicthis. letter, therefore, IL will ſubjein 

his enquiries, and his plan, becauſe I. Sn 

peak only as he has fpaken, and thenmexit 

-e the diſcayery is; his; right. 1 hall only 

:add a few notes, which, I;-bave thought 
rnecelfaryss 55 anve I told 22951 Her 
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On the-interior' firuffure of D gat pyriami, 
io iti gu α g. welk® and ahb me A eh 

derbe meant enplepe, by ist artbiretru, to 
cage aui render it inaccg bl, a] % "the 
violent onen by which "it bar Beem ene: 
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HE.;pyramid has not only been coated, 
ow _— tre without, 5 but clofed, 
s alſe, and a: 3 by; , 
1 miliary to prove, deyond all 
r Vg { bs 1453, \$7Q 8 58551100 91107 1 10 
* This: violence is firſt perceived at che 
eee entry of the pyramid; whence 
chaye been taken; at may be feen WII A lit- 
5 i tlea tention; ſome of ihe ſtones which Once 
*, ſhut it, and hich were enormouſly large. 
Theſe ſtones were placed above a paſſage 
EO a'-rather: ſeep: deſeent;led''to 
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ebe centre of the pyramid, and to the 
chambers where the bodies of thoſe who 
built it mut hade bein Uepoſtted. This 
6 paſſage is a hundred feet long, and be- 
Eins. a. hundred feet from the baſe of die 
Wd ramid..... x It i is got at by A\kind+ of 
lain, of the ſame height, farmed 
« from, the, ruins. of the-pyramid-ir(cl. It 
is three feet, three inches 1quare, and was 


4. wholly... filled... with, tones, well fitted, of 
© the ſame. marble with itſelf. Above the 


aperture by which it is entered, we find 
d an extent of nine or ten feet, in the body 
« of, the pyramid, whence ſlones, of a pro- 
* digious ſize, have been taken, as isyeyi- 
Daa from the remaining frones! 
ne, Mould ſuſfice —— 
4-bas been:.cloſed;1:fince-theſe ſtones could 
!f,only have been removed to ſind the mouth 
_ © of this paſſage; or, more eaſily to come 
fat; the ſtones which were within the paſ- 
Hage. and uchich wwerei-faftened to thoſe 
Dey they erg forord i from. idee! A. Having 
forgedi theſe prodigious i ſtones : and *hb1c 

vl then paſſage paſſage which were belou/itheſe 
*ofinlt; it WG eaſy. $0-1extraiahesothbre, 
$;by,the, purchaſe * would obtain _ 
GM 5 . | part 
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part thati prbjecteil. Ito ſuppoſeilo that, 
tal make this0moere: idiflicult,  when:othe 
*::ſtemes were 'inſerted n the npaſſagæ, they 
geren ted with rant exceddinghyirſtronp 
e etinent, that they might themſelves 
more firmly, to the ſides. af the paſſage, 
2 aft: becom of à piece with o tha edifice*; 
*ch4ar30:bysfperior force, 52d hot! Mer, 
Spourod in the paſſageꝰ B, tlib catheriti vos ſoft- 
*tweards- got out witlioutnanuch travble. 
Oertaingſe is they found a method of ex- 
lrackitig them; without injuring the very 
©Nohes which form the paſſage 3 they ae till 
Well poliſned as at firſt; except ati the 
bottom of che paſſage; herd theyhayei chiſ- 
ele; at convenient: diſtances, bales two or 
« three fingers deep; which precaution was 
2 « neceſlary,. to to facilitate .the”, Enttatice®) and 
5 return: from the pyramit 10 Ws fe. it not 5 
ori this aſſiſtance; it would not be pott 
0 deſcen de paſſige, 'wwithout-flidingiva- 
« | pidly to the "bottom 3 r 1 x nr 
ont 5 pes faltened hn the ofen! 
20 A chinted above, the. paſſage Was, mage 
ef marble: 1 new. add that the, ſtones, 
8 — po form the four ſides, are '6F* the 
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_ $unfithe; Garface;> from dengtli ofctime 


Sell hard ſaid, were forced fromtherpyran 


*2mid;> abdve the entrance of theo paſſagas is 
vaſtint fourid there and iti ãs uſual for thſe 
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« this FRE too tedious, renounced it, and 


© having 


che paſſages of the Aae which, prove; arent been 
forcibly. effected. What maſt have been the labour to 


prevented che deſcent of the ſtones, 
© which followed and ſtopped. up the mouth 


5 of the paſſage, they forced a Way, fo: rt ſeet 


« long, and eight or ten in height and width, 


at D, through the ſtones that ſurrounded 


the bottom of the firſt paſſage... This forced 
« paſſage {b) is at E. In ſome plac 


low, and confined, in others 4 an... ray | 


© ſtand upright ;/ this was a work of: i 


—̃ ha e Dhows 


or four ſtones out of its fide, which made 
an opening from fifteen to twenty Eat ex- 
© tent at G. But it is neceſſary, f 

« ſpeak. of the continuation of cee to 


obſerve that the ſtone Which really: cloſed 
this paſſage, where it communicated with 


« the firſt, exactly proportioned: to the place, 
* and entirely ſtopping up the mouth, has 
© been removed; as I have ſaid: for ho 
, "Oops. at hy mouth. of. cis 


wit 1 is 3 


penetrate a mats fo rae, a in x © os 
confined, ROS” 3 
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e trary, leaves a void of five or fix fingers, at 


c its top; which ought to be e wow 
_ © than its bottom. See letter F. 5 
Having broken and e SE cvs 
þ ſtones at G. by which they eame to the 
© ſceond paſſage, it was neceſſary to clear all 
the other ſtones away; not only thoſe which 
* correſponded: to this opening; but thoſe, 
Aalſo, which were continued to an unknoyun 
8 extent. This was a difficult and tedious 


work, ſince only one perſon could be em- 


* ployed, in a ſpace three feet three inches 

© ſquare... It might be ſuſpected; likewiſe, 
© that, beſides the numerous ſtones they ſhould 
find in this paſſage, they might. come to an 
* opener” place, -where there might be a long 
8 © continuation of ſtones, again ready; to: ſlide 
down, and ſtop up the paſſage to the 
center of the pyramid. To avoid which, 
in part, inſtead of breaking the ſtones 
| « one after the other, at G, where the 
| paſſage had been attempted, and begun, 
they reſolved to ſuſtain the ſtones in the 
< paſſage, and, by a prop, or. ſome other 
means, to ſupport the ſtone above that they 
intended to break. Accordingly they began; 
Land, attacking and breaking this ſucceſſion of 
as. wr POT) PAN ht 


1 1 1 veins 


4 ſtones, each ſaſtrided by props of propor- 
© tionate length, they continued the work, 
from ſtone to ſtone, without widening the 
extent of the paſſage, till they came to the 
end of it, and to an upper ſpace, of which I 
* ſhall preſently ſpeak. 
It is proper to obſerve that, for the whole a 
* extent of this paſſage, great efforts were 
* neceſſary, to break the ſtones by which it 
© was filled; the ſtrokes of the mallets they 
employed, and thoſe ſtruck on the chiſlels, 
_ © uſed to accompliſh the work, have ſo much 
* injured the ſides of the paſſage that, ſquare 
© as it was, they have almoſt made it round : a 
© certain proof they worked from top to bot- 
* tom, and, conſequently, propped the ſtones 
© in their places to break them; for, had this 
work been performed at the opening made 
© at G, that part, only, of the paſſage would 
| © have been disfigured, and the remainder, 
« eighty feet in length, (ſee letter H) from 
© which the ſtones would have only ſlipped 
down to the vacant place, would have re- 
mained perfect; as in the other places, 
'© where the ſides are entire, ww to ns 
ah ©chamber. 
” * Havin g arrived quite at 1 his? end of this 
IS -< paſſage, 
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6 paſſage, they found its upper part open, 
1 por that it had loſt a foot in depth ; fince it 
was only two feet and a half deep. This 
« part however widened, on each fide, a foot 
and a half; making three feet, and in- 
* creafing the width to ſix feet and a half; 
thereby forming, on each fide of the paſſage, 
© two elevations, or benches, of two feet 
* and a half high, and one foot and a half 
wide. The paſſage continued, in the fame 
ditection, for the ſpace of a hundred and 
* twenty-five feet, according to the meaſure- 
© ment I cauſed. to be made ; others fay a 
© hundred and forty. At the end of theſe 
F benches, and this paſſage, was an eſplanade, 
or platform, eight or nine feet in depth, 
* and fix and a half wide; like the ſpace 
above the benches, This is indicated by 
© the letter R, in the figure, No. 2, on a 
larger ſcale, which is given of this part of 
the pyramid. At intervals of two feet and 
5 half, they have cut, perpendicularly, in 
” the benches, from bottom to top, next the 
« wall, niches (or mortiſes) a foot long, fix 
inches wide, and eight deep. I ſhall ex- 
plain their uſe hereafter. Theſe benches, 
Ky Fe which accompany the paſſage P, 
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© are ſhewn at the letters QQ. The fides 


* of the gallery riſe above the benches, twen= 
* ty-five feet high: for the height of twelve 


feet, the wall is perfectly equal; it is then 


* narrowed by a ſtone, which projects three 


fingers; and, three feet above that, by 


another; at the ſame diſtance by a third; 
and three feet higher, again, by a fourth; 
all equally projecting. It is only four feet 
from this to the roof; which is flat, and 
nearly the ſame width as the paſſage at the 
© bottom of the gallery ; that is to ſay, about 


© three feet three inches. This elevation was 


£ © neceſſary to the architect, to place the ſtones, 
which were to cloſe the paſſages. What I 
© have ſaid of the narrowing of the gallery, 5 
© at ſtated diſtances, is indicated by the letters 
88. Leaving the paſſage H, at firſt entering 
the gallery, an opening is found, on the 
© right, in the wall: it occupies a part of the 
bench, is almoſt round, and cut in the form 
© of a ſmall door, of about three feet high, 
and two and a half wide. From this aper- 
ture is a deſcent into a well; of which, and 
its uſe, I ſhall ſpeak preſently. See I. 
« Having. once come to the gallery, it was 


not difficult to break the Rane which filled 


the 
& 


' 
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the paſſage P; becauſe,” they were not only 
above the benches, but, the greater width of 
© the gallery left the workmen free to uſe 
© beetles, and ſtrike, with eaſe, on the 
iron wedges, which they employed to 
remove and break theſe ſtones. Or they 
8 might begin with the laſt, which was eaſier 
* to break than the others, becauſe they might 
© ſtand upright in the paſſage; and accompliſh 
their purpoſe with greater eaſe.. Having 
done this, and removed the broken ſtones, by 
* examining the bottom of the groove, they 
would ' perceive that the firſt ſtones, with 
vhich this bottom was covered, to the ex- 
tent of fourteen or fifteen feet (ſee L) did not 
* croſs the benches ; and would then eafily 
© remove them, one after the other. This place 
cleared, they would find a platform, ten 
. feet in length, and equal in height, at the 
* end of which was a continuation of the 
* paſſage, which formed a triangle of fourteen 
or fifteen feet extent, at the entrance of 
the gallery. On a level with this platform, 
© and to the left of the paſſage which led to 
© the gallery, they would ſee a continuation 
of the paſlage three feet three inches ſquare. 
* This new paſſage was covered by the ſtones 
„ 25 
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had juſt removed; and, they would eabily 
divine, it, neceſſarily, led to ſome ſecret 
* part of the pyramid, and would reſolve to 
« ſatisfy their doubts. ,. This paſſage (ſee 
© letter N) might cably be emptied of the 
« ſtones by which it was ſtopped up; they 
having room to work, and to remove them, 
in a ſtraight line. They were broken in 
* the open ſpace, at the entrance of this 
* paſſage, which they found was a hundred 
and eighteen feet in length, and at the end 
* of which was a vaulted chamber,? 
This chamber (ſee letter O) is ſeventeen 
* feet and a half long, fifteen feet ten inches 
wide, and has a ſemi- circular ceiling. On 
© the eaſtern ſide, there is a niche, ſunk three 
feet in the wall, eight feet high, and three 
vide; which, no doubt, was for a mum- 
* my, placed ſtanding, according to the cuſ- 
* tom of the Egyptians. Probably, it was 
* the body of the Queen, whoſe huſband 
© built the pyramid ; nor have I any doubt 
* but that his body was depoſited in the 
* chamber above, perpendicular to this, but 
about a hundred feet higher, (See letters 
O and DD.) On entering the chamber O, 
* the laſt ſtone, on the right hand, was 
© bevelled, 


EO NTE G * P T. 215 


bevelled, that is, ſloping at one end, which 
projected about three fingers; this had 
been purpoſely done, to prevent the ſtone, 
© which was to cloſe the paſſage N, from enter- 
ing this chamber: and, we have reaſon to 
believe, this clofing ſtone had a correſpond- 
ing bevel, that it might fit exactly and 
join the wall of the chamber, which an- 
* ſfwered to this entrance. I cannot leave 
* this' place without remarking a diſcovery 
I made, in the upper part of the paſſage. ( 
To others, more able, I will leave the 
* decifion of what might have cauſed this 
© accident : for my own part, I either think it 
the effect of an earthquake or of the ſinking 
* of this enormous body, which may be more 
© heavy on one fide than another, or have a 
© leſs ſolid foundation. I certainly ſaw no 
* ſimilar defect, in any other part of the 
b © pyramid, though I examined it with the 
4 moſt ſcrupulous exactitude; particularly 


— tf ) A long and remarkable — Ty at leaſt fix lines 
wide, and ſtrikes at firſt ſight. It is on the ſide facing 
the Nile; and, perhaps, the part of the mountain, the 
foot of which is watered by the river, which filtres 


| through the ſands, has given way a little, under the 


| weight of this vaſt pyramid. | 
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t iy part of the gallery, with a careful 
© curioſity; and, as it was impoffible to intro- 
duce a pole, through the winding entrance, 
Which it is neceſſary to go through, ta 
come to the paſſage, I had ſevetal ſticks tied 
together, at the end of which lighted torches 
* were fixed; | theſe I raiſed as near to the 


ceiling as poſſible, and to the wall, without 


© diſcovering any defect. I only obſerved that 
* the ſides were injured, in ſome places, and 
* that, on the right, a part of the wall had 
© been carried away, above the narrowing of 
* the gallery; which accident, no doubt, was 


- © occaſioned by the fall of ſome ſtone, in the 


« cloſing of the pyramid, the manner of which 
* I ſhall hereafter deſcribe, that, Having 
* eſcaped from the workmen, fell from the 
© top of the ſcaffolding, and broke the. _ 
$ where it alihted- Ef 7 

© I muſt further ſay that, jit is 1probable, 


they were perſuaded there was ſome hidden 


* treaſure, under this firſt chamber. This will 
be ſeen by a forced entrance, that has been 
* made, through which, crofli ing ſeveral un- 
equal ſtones, there is a way into the body 
of the pyramid, twenty or five and twenty 
< paces deep. TRIER broken, and re- 
8 N © moved 
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* Mags from that place, at preſent, almoſt 
« fill this chamber. The fame attempts have 
been made in the chamber above; though, 
probably, in both places, the only recom- 
© pence, for the infinite pains they had taken, 
in ſpoiling works ſo beautiful, was the vex+ 
* ation of having ſpent en time and trou- 
5. ble:to no purpoſe. W e hs + 
--'$ The ſecret of this, feſt chamber, ain 
e vered, nothing remained but to penetrate 
to that which. encloſed the body of the king. 
They had no doubt but they ſhould find it 
on a level with the eſplanade, which, as 1 
*- have ſaid, was at the high end of the gallery 3 
* and they imagined, with reaſon, it ought to 
at the end of this eſplanade, which, in fig. 
a, 4s denoted by the letter R, they found 
a continuation of the three feet three inch 
paſſage, perfectly claſed ; ſee letter T. This 
t they began to clear; and it is probable the 
cloſing ſtone was ſo firmly fixed that the 
labour of removing it was great. This may 
be ſeen, by a piece of the upper ſtone 
having been broken, to obtain a purchaſe, 
1 no e an the one beneath, that ſtopped 
| 8 *up 
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* up the paſſage. After many efforts, they 
* removedit ; and, alfo, effected the removal 
* of a ſecond, and came to a ſpace ſeven feet 
and a half long. They wiſhed to proceed 
* to the end of this paſſage ; but, after theſe 
two ſtones, they found a third, which could 
not be drawn out, becauſe it was wider, and 


© higher, than the aperture. This was the 


© laſt refuge of the architect, to deceive who- 
ever might penetrate thus far, and prevent 
continuing the ſearch for the myſterious 
* chamber, in which, twelve | , the 
body of the king repoſed, 4 8 Ueber 
with him, provided any had been fo depo- 
ſited. This difficulty did not, however, 
* miſlead the workmen, nor diſcourage thoſe 
* who had undertaken the ſearch of the pyra- 
s mid. The ſtone was attacked with mallet 

* and chiſſel, and, after much time and labour, 
_ © broken ; for it was fix feet long, four wide, 
e and, perhaps, from five to fix high: becauſe 
© here we find a fpace of fifteen feet high, 
* which, after riſing eight feet, enlarges four, 
or thereabouts, toward the gallery. This 
* extenſion is denoted in the plate, fig. 2, by 
the &. It . with an aperture 
in 
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in the paſſage, a foot and half wide, which 
vas two feet before the great ſtone, and the 
« purpoſe of which I ſhall deſcribe preſently. 
At the top of this ſpace, there was a hol- 
* low, a foot deep, and nearly the fame in 
© height, in the wall that every way cloſed the 
* paſſage, ſee A A; which had been purpoſely | 
s 2 to ſuſtain powerful levers, or eroſs 
ms, over which ſtrong ropes were thrown, 
3 held the great ſtone, by means of iron 
5 rings, and ſuſpended it in the ſpace Z, 
«© which it filled, till ſuch time as they ſuffered 
Fit to fall, over the paſſage BB; that is to 
* ſay, till the body of the king had been 
« depoſited in the chamber. The aperture, 
of a foot and half, made in the paſſage, fee 
V. and which was two feet before the 
© ſpace the great ſtone occupied, had been left 
- © for the workmen to retire, after the deſcent 
of this enormous ſtone, This aperture was 
* afterward cloſed, by a ſtone of the exact 
* ſize, and only two feet thick, which was 
brought under that aperture, and to which 
they had fixed two rings, toward its upper 
* end, to which two rings two chains were 
* faſtened, which correſponded, above, with 
* another heavier fone, hanging over the aper- 
ture 
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ture Z, which, the great ſtone hai iqonhpics, 5 
and which had been leſt vid, When it was 
© ſuffered to fall, over the paſſage. The ropes 
© that ſuſtaĩned this enormous ſtone, were ſup- 
ported by the poſt (or pillar). V. There was 
* a counterpoiſing weight, however, on the 
lower tone, till the workmen ſhould retire, 
through the cavity of a foot and half, I 
have mentioned, and which was between 
* this ſtone and the upper aperture. Having 
© oot out, through this cavity, the counters 
« poiſe was removed, and the ſtone; fell into 
its place, in which it was held by another 
* ſtone, that had been toothed,, three fingers 
wide; which toothing was purpoſely done, 
and was three fingers thick, and ſix or ſeven 
vide; as may be ſeen, at preſent, abaut a 
man's height, when, entering the pyramid, 
* and leaving the three feet three inch paſ-— 
© ſage, one riſes upright, in the ſpace V. The 
_ © toothing (ſee letter X) of theſe ſtones was 
the laſt ſecret, employed to preſerve the 
chamber from violation, and merits atten- 
© tion. Along the ſide walls of the ſpace where 
* the large ſtone, fix feet long and four wide, 
* was encloſed, round flutings may be ſeen, 
three fingers * and deſcribed by ſhort 
e pants: 
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N parallel lines in the plate (fig. 2. )-which had 
a been cut that the ſtone might more eaſily, 
_ * and'more exactly fall into its proper place. 


They were alſo meant to render it ſtron ger, 
and more ſolid,” in caſe” of being attacked. 
Theſe precautions will prove the extreme 
© care employed to preſerve the corpſe of the 
* King from violation; ſuppoſing men ſhould 
be found impious and daring enough for 
* ſuch an enterprize. If, after the ſtone, a 
© foot and a half wide, and three feet ſix 
inches long, which was the meaſurement of 
the aperture V, cut in the paſſage, was put 
in its place, and adjuſted, the leaſt opening 
© remained, this was filled up with cement. 
© We may alſo ſuppoſe the ſtone, itſelf, had a 
coating of cement, before it was raiſed into 
the ſpace it was to fill, which would ren- 
der its aſcent ſlower by counter- action; the 
handle of the mallet would eaſily clear away 
© the ſuperfluous cement, and let it into its 
place. This ſtone no longer ſubſiſts, nor 
« yet the great one, which was obliged to 
be broken, to remove it out of its place. 
No one, however, who with the ſmalleſt 
attention, examines the manner in which 
* n W os are diſpoſed, and which 
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| * axe only fix feet before the etrince ef the 


© placed, but will reſt erſunded theſe things 


have been thus managed; ot who will not 


admire the art, and ability, of the architect, 


who had but the ſmall ſpace of nine feet 
© to perform all this in. To make the un- 
* derftanding of this eaſier, the figures of 

* theſe (2and 3) have been given on a larger 
* ſcale; the eye, in ſuch eaſed: Ong a bet 


ter interpreter than the pen. 


Having cut away, bit by bit, the en 
« ſtone, from the grooved ſpace,” where it had 


« deſcended, they came to the laſt, which 
© ended at the chamber, and filled up the 
© ſpace BB. This was not difficult to re- 
* move; it gave very little trouble. They 


then might freely enter the | myſterious 


chamber, ſo well defended, D D. The roof 


« of this is flat, and compoſed of nine ſtones: 
© the ſeven middle ones are four feet wide, 


* and above ſixteen long; ſince they reſt, on 


* each fide, on the two walls, to the caſt and 
© welt,. and which are ſixteen feet from each 
* other.. 'The two remaining ſtones ſeem on+ 


© ly to be two feet wide, each, for what 


6 there is more of them is concealed, by the 


"wy | 


7 


ON * f Mb 


£ two. other walls over which they are laid. 
What was ſound in this chamber I leave to 
the imagination :- hiſtory only undertakes 
to record actions either laudable or ſuch as 
ought to. be ;avoided,: and not to perpetuate | 
_ © the memory of outrages which attack na- 
ture, becauſe they are, in themſelves, ſuffi- 
ciently deteſtable. Thus, burying in obli- 
* vion the name of the ſacrilegious invader 
of this mauſoleum, it means to leave us ig- 
© norant of the ſecrets it encloſed. All we 
know is that this chamber, now, whatevet 
© It might have done, contains nothing but 
aa caſe (or tomb) of granite, ſeven or eight 
| © feet long, four wide, and as many high. | 
fe It was here fixed when the place 
_ © was cloſed at the top; and the reaſon it 
_« ſtill ſubſiſts, is, it could not be taken away 
* without breaking, and when broken would 
have been of no ſervice, © It had a lid, as 
may be ſeen by the manner of its rims; 
(e) It ſeems to me this ſarcophagus was of yellow 
marble, like that of the firſt ſtone, found at the en- 
trance of the firſt paſſage. A naturaliſt who ſhould. 
examine theſe different marbles, and thoſe got from 


Mount Colzoum, ſome leagues from where the mo- 
naſtery of St. Anthony is built, yours give to FUN the 


e poſitive of proofs. i 
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© remains of it are to be..f 
doubt, the body of the Ki 


8 was depoſited, 


«encloſed. in two. or three caſes (or coffins 
© of precious wood, according to the cu | 


© of the great. Moſt probably, alſo, chis . 
chamber contained many other coffins, be- 
* fide that of the monarch : thoſe, eſpecial- 


ly, who were here entombed with him, as 
it were, to keep him company. In fact, 
when the body of the King, by whom 


this pyramid was built, was laid in this 
ſuperb. mauſoleum, living people were here 


introduced, at the fame time, never to come 


* out, but to be buried alive with the prince: 
« which thing L.cannot doubt, after the con- 
e viction I have had of its truth: my opi- 


6. nion is founded on what follows. 75 Exactly | 


in the middle of the chamber, which is 
«© thirty-two feet in length, nineteen bigh, and 
* ſixteen wide, are two holes, oppoſite each 
he other, three, feet and a half above the floor. 
The one, turned toward the north, is a foot 
wide, eight inches high, and runs, in a 
right line, to the outſide of the pyramid: 
C this hole i is now ſtopped, up. by ſtones, five 


2 * or fix feet from its mouth, The other, cut 


4 5 toward 


1 4, 
» | 2 L * - 
a+ © wi Jv I a 
7 * . 


fame diſtance from 
y round; and witle 
cho: „pet in the two fiſts; it en- 
* larges, at firſt, 10 4 foot diameter, and 
Joſes itſelf, deſcending toward the bottom 
of the pyramid. Theſe two holes are at 
CC; and 1 think, and hope, that ſenſible 
people will ſuppoſe with che, theſe holes 
were both made for the uſe of the perſons 
« who were here ſhut up with the body of the 
king. Through the firſt, they were to re- 
© ceive ait, food, and other neceſſaries; and 
. they had, vo doubt, provided à long caſe, for 
this purpo rtioned to the fize of 
the” hole; with. a cord, by which the 
* perſons in the pyramid might draw it to 
them, and another without, 'by "which 
3 it might be . drawn back. Thee, 

« appatently, were the” means” Which ſup- 
« plied the neceffities of thoſe who were 

« within the pyfamid, ſo long as any one 
remained living. I ſuppoſe each of theſe 

perſons to be provided with a coffin, to 
: contain his corpſe, and that they ſucceſſively 
* rendered this laſt pious duty to each other, 
* till only one remained; who could not have 
'E this alfiſtance, granted to the zeſt of his com- 
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| advanced: this ſcarchz; / however)” m 


« panians. The <a ſerved: for the 


voidance of excrements, which fell into 


a deep place, made for that purpoſe. I 
meant to have ſearched: the outſide of the 
pytamid, for the place that ſhouts correſ- 
« pond: with the oblong hole, and toward 
* which two punctuated lines are drawn on 
* the plate which repreſents the inſide of 


* the building.“ Here it is ee I. might 


have found new proofs of have 


not only have given umbrage to the pow- 
« ers. of government, who would not have 


| «failed to have ſuppoled. ſome treaſure was 


0 * attempted. to be diſcovered, but thought 
the hole might terminate in ſome hollow 
* of, the, outſide, and apprchended IL might 
« find it totally ſtopped up, either by the 
c body of the pyramid, or 55 the coating 
0 ſtone. Others, from what I have related, 
may ſearch the part to ic this aper- 
* ture. ſhould correſpond, and thus gain 
0 ate nn its anne though, 


5 


2 #1 1 11. 51 . 5 | 28 fx Let - WV 7 


- There. are no ſuch. Tas on che 12 8 they! have 
deen omitted, through ſome miſtake, and we have not 


thought ourſelves authorized” in ſupplying what can 
only be accurately imagined by having bern ſten T. 


N £©GYPMT. a7 
to ma, this is not doubtful, ner dees it 
ſeem poſſible to ĩmagine any uther. 
15 Having explained, as clearly; as the ſub- 
ject would, permit me, by what means, 
and efforts, the pytamid Was forced, and 
5 opened, 1 have no- to temove a doubt, 


* which, the reading of what I have ſaid may 
have raiſed. It may be aſked, Where 
© were all the ones, neceſſarily employed 
in cloſing the paſſages I have deſcrihed, 
ſtored up? And in what manner were 
theſe paſſages cloſed, by workmen who 
were to get from within? This expla- 
b nation will. not be leſs curious, or merit 
05 e eee the former... 
I have already obſerved that, along the 
« { hanched: of the paſſage P, which was at 
the bottom of the gallery, niches, ot mor- 
. © tiſes, had been per pendieularly cut, a foot 
© Jong, - fix inches wide, and eight deep: 
 * ſee Q. Theſe mortiſes, perfectly cor- 
e ee each other, through the 
*©-whole length of the benches, were each 
* two feet and a half diſtant, and had 
*H been made, hen building the gallery, 
* that each might contain a piece of wood, 


* a foot ; ing and three or four feet long, 
6. Q2 * from 
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11 from which fix inches ihad-bel cut at the 
bottom, for the ſpide of eight fingers, 
agreeing with the mortiſes, into Which 
they were to fit. They were to raiſe a 
« ſcaffold on, deſtined to ſuſtain the ſtones, 
wanted to fill all the paſſages, which 
were to be cloſed, within the pyramid, 
"as well as the paſſage P at the bottom 
the gallery. Theſe poſts were cut 


2 Hy manner at their upper end, and long 


pieces of wood, with mortiſes, ſimilar to 
< thoſe of the benches, reſted on theſe up- 
« rights, - and formed, from one fide of the 
. to the other, a ſafe! ſtay, from 
bottom to top, on which to nail boards, 
* fix) ſalted a half long, fix inches thick, 
> 0110 biet ee gen end to away 1601 
„ he ler of indications. zin the 8 F. hut 
the letter F, in the Plate, is at the mouth 10% 335 
i 


ſecond paffage, very diſtant from the gallery : 
muft; therefore, have been à miſtake: ws may Rot be 


improper to add, here | that the text in this paſs | 


ſage indicates, by iger: M. Maillet meant iaches 3 
and that, with 2 few. exceptions, a more literal, 18 
lequently leſs elegant, tranſlation of "this than of a 

other letter in the work was requlfte: : not even 2 


cepting the . meaſurements; and technical phraſes, ne- | 


„ 
. ＋ 


Tnebes. T, ve 2 
5 « and 


OW EGYPT 300 


«and: well plaued, wheteon 4 firſt row - of 
e ſtones was laid. The benches, as 1 have 
* ſaid; -roſe two feet and a half above the 
t bottom of the gallery. I ſuppoſe the ſcaf - 
fold was placed uche height of thtee feet 
above the benches, therefore, from the 
bottom of the gallery to the / ſcaffold was 
„an elevation of five: feet and a half, which 
$i for the workmen: to ſtand 
30 he, | ' I likewiſe obſerved that from 
the bottom of the paſſage. to the ceiling of 
« the gallery was twenty-ſeven: feet and a 
OP and from the bottom of the paſſage 
to the ſcaffold we may allou fix, the re- 
Sen from the ſcaffold will then be 
s twenty-one and à half, in which ſpace 
four rows of ſtones might be laid, of three 
© feet and a half 'bigh, the ſize neceſſary to 
5611 the paſſages, .and there would ſtill re- 
main a ſpace of ſeven feet and a half above 
| « the-i ſtones; but 1 will ſuppoſe that, be · 
tween" each row of ſtones," boards, three 

thick, were placed in order that 
« they, might be more eafly remayed, .by 

85 fliding them along theſe boards. Three 
© rows of ſtones were ſufficient to fill all 
2 * the apertures which. are, at preſent, emp- 
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tisd. It may be that there are oth er pa | 
- © ſapes, not opened, in the body of 


E. pyramid, fince the gallery whuld eh 
* contain four rows of theſe ſtones, and eren 
five, if needful. This may be proved by 


the calculation I have given, , and it is not 


© probable they would raiſe the gallery, more 


than was neceſſary, to the deer N the 


© whole body of the building. mw 
But let us content ourſelves with the dit 


2 « covered paſſages which have been forced and 


© opened. Let us confider the quantity of 
© ſtones with which they certainly were filled, 

and which have been broken, except three 
© feet and a half, or four feet, of theſe fame 
< ſtones, which remain at F., and which ſtillcloſe 
© the entranceof the paſſage H, which commu- 
© nicates with the firſt.” I call this firſt (ſee B) 
the exterior paſſage, becauſe it was cloſed 


from without, while the others were filled 


© up within the pyramid itſelf, from the ſtones 
© placed along the gallery; and I allow three 
©rows of ſtones for the filling all theſe paſ- 
* ſages, the juſtneſs of which mie be found 

©by calculation. © 
\ © Thirteen feet and a half of FT was 
2 e to fill the paſſage which led to 
* the 
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— th or A ſtone of fix feet 
+6 was let down from the ſcaffold at R, and 
3 aer paſſage to the entrance of the 

chamber at B, (fig. 2) where it was ſtopped by 

_ - © the flooring of the chamber, which was two 
© finger's higher than that of the paſlage. 

0 They afterwards let the ſtone of ſix feet fall 
over this paſſage, which I before ſpoke of 
© as: ſuſpended in the ſpace Z. Then, the 
* workmen having retired through. the aper- 
© ture V, and this aperture cloſed, two other 
© ſtones, of ſeven feet and a half, were let 
* down from the ſcaffold, and perfectly filled 
© up the paſſage, which was nineteen feet long. 
* We may ſuppoſe that, to facilitate theit 
work, they had fixed to the wall at the end 
b © of the gallery, next the eſplanade, and oppo- 
© fite to the ſtones ranged on the ſcaffold, a 
* thick iron crook, with a ſtrong pulley, by 
© which workmen on the platform might 
© raiſe the. ſtones one after another from the 

© ſcaffold, and let them down uppn the plat- 

form; that afterwards the workmen made a 
_ © ſquare hole on the fide of the ſtone. next 

* ee three or four finger's deep, and 


Q4 wider 


Ne 8 bably 


* LETTERS, 


OY at bottom. than at v0p- inte which 
. * inſerted two pieces pf 4 Mon, chickeſt at 
the bo ottom. with two rings. and wedged 

0 in wil iron. Aha eee 


c ſtones over. the ſraffold. 3 1 
« paſſed through, the rings to ſuſpend them 
: by means of the pulley, and after wards 
gently let them dow on the eſplanade or 


* platform, whence. they might be removed, 
c withont . much trouble, to their Place: of 


. deſtination, nc bitt avert 360 
12 Having, filled the firſt paſſage, they muſt - 
* next «loſe 1 up, that. of letter, , the extent 
© of which was a hundred. god eighteen feet, 
45 leading, as. I haye ſaid, into the chamber O. 
where the corpſe of the queen had pro- 
been depoſited. This Was not a dif- 
ficult work. They next collected as MANY * 
. ſtones as were neceſſary. to cover the entrance 
© of this paſſage to fill up the groove L, and 
the triangular platform of ten feet LM, 
* which was before noticed, at the entrance of 
0 the gallery. A hundred fect. more of theſe + 
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* ſtones, were wanting to fill up the paſſage 


(28 H. through 1 which, the pyramid. was forced, 


Ly and which, for the e 82 | 


* ty feat 1 iin 
i lepgth, 
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* eee loo! of ſtone more was 
ON lor the yy Þ beneatli the I gal- 
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| ea cloſed, 5 chat the laſt. 1 5 
found ſomt impediment from an " eleval 
tion of four or five fingers, which; as 1 
have already remarked, is at the end of this 
« paſſage, and which has! not deen omitted 
in the plate. 
What I have ſaid, concerning thels bal. 
: ſages, their filling up, and the intention of 
the gallery, may appear new and bold 


enough to occa 


* of having imagined a very probable ſyſtem 


cannot be denied me, capable of explaining, 


at à glance, wonders which have hitherto 


been unknown. I will 8⁰ farther, and dare 5 
« affirm,” whoever will pay attention to. my 
L obſervations, their connection and conſe- 


* quences, will find it impoſſible to deny that 


5 my conjectures, if fo the critic ſhall pleaſe 


to call them, are ſo well founded that they 


s as de thoaght truths. For my own part, 


3 after 


ed. A Hundred 


ion ſome critic to treat it 
as chimerical, or at leaſt conjectural; "or 
do I require implicit faith; but the honour 
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after all the refearches;> all the rofloctions I 
have made on the nktural i ſtructure of the 
pyratnid, I boldly declare it it impoſſible 
« theſe things could be etherwiſe than a8 I 
have deſcribed them: I ſee immediately that, 
the pyramid finiſhied, that is to y, thegrooves 
© made, and the gullery roofed; no ſtone 
could have been brought into this gallery 
© large ehough to © cloſe the paſſages from 
« within to without; and that the ſole care of 
_ © the architect was to prevent thoſe from be- 
© ing extracted which he had brought hither 
to ſhut it up in, what he ſuppoſed, an invi- 
© fible manner. I perceive his deſign in 
making the long groove Lat the bottom of 
© the gallery, and that it · could only have been 
deut for bringing the ſtones vrhich were 
aſterwards to fill up the inner paſſage, and 
© by- the ſtoppage I find at the upper end of 
t this groove, judge that it muſt itſelf have 
been alſo filled up with ſtones, after the 
"paſſage had been abſolutely ſtopped. I am 
© confirmed in the double uſe of this groove, 
by its exquiſite poliſh ; its length, T obſerve, 
© 5s- proportionate to that of the inner paſſage; _ 
*I-ſee this paſſage" is Rill/rin pare ſtopped, 
7 that! is to ſay, at its entrance F; I alſo ſee 
the 3 


GNA as 


« they have not penetrated into che pyramid 
through this true paſſage, but, on the con- 


*trarys have been obliged to make a falſe one, 
* | Ich, again coming to the fides of 


Site 1 121 Iewiſa find oi 


injured through its whole extent, which in- 


© forms me recourſe Was obliged to be had to 
violence to open it; and further conclude, it 
© is thus injured, as far as where the gallery 
begins, becauſe the ſtones it contained were 
broken in this paſſage; and that, far the 
© ſpace of a hundred and twenty-four feet, 
© there were, in the groove, and behind theſe 


© ſtones, four hundred and fifteen feet of other 


«ſtones; | ready continually to ſucceed- thoſe 


* which ſhould have been removed from the 


« paſſage, and to fill the void they would have 
left. even ſuſpect thoſe. who forced 


the pyramid were acquainted with this ſuc- 


ceſſion of ſtones,” ſhut in by the groove; had 
they not, they would have been ſatisfied, no 
doubt, with breaking the ſtones Which 
filled the paſſage in the opening they had 
forced. This would have been the eaſieſt 

© mode, and; if they took another, it was from 
the TR —_ had of the ſtones which 
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* were ready to glide through the groove os 2 
© the paſſage, as faſt as it was emptied. 

I have already hinted, that there 3 
£ be other paſſapes; which ſtill remain cloſed, 
in the pyramid,-and it is not, perhaps, with- 
out raſon they have been ſearehed for; hut, 
unfortunately, their ſearch was miſguided, 
< when directed to the bottom ofthe two cham- 
© bers. If there ſhould be another paſſage beſide 
* thoſe already known, they ought; paſt contra- 
< diction, to ſeek-it between the two chambers; 
norqcan its entrance be any where but toward 
the middle of the groove; I muſt alſo 

mention that the ſhort projecting lines,” at 
©Jetter M, denote certain holes, purpoſely 

made at the building of the pyramid. 
TFheſe holes were to ſerve as ſteps to thoſe 

who," from the paſſage N, leading to the 
© firſt chamber, wiſhed to aſcend che groove, 
< which, as I have ſaid, is interrupted,” at 
© this part, or deſcend, the-faine way, into 
«this paſſage . I have ſaid that a man 
might paſs from the bottom of the groove, 
© upright, on the ſcaffold. No doubt, on 
both ſides of the gallery, and, from the 
c ae bottom, ene ere 
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beams, in or- er chat thoſe who wiſhed to 
© aſcend or deſcend through the groove might 
without ſlipping. They firſt ſerved the work- 
men in conſtructing the gallery, and cloſing 
9 che. paſſages, and, afterwards, thoſe WhO 
viſited the chambers; thoſe who tranſparted 
| e corpſes: of the king and queen, and, 
finally, the perſons who aſcended the royal 
chamber, with the coffin go the king, 
there to remain and die. 
Thus, there is no doubt Ae that; by 
means of ſtones placed on the ſeaffold, all 
e theſe 2 _ within the pyramid, 
© were: filled- tor}, gt wed got AIM * 
1 "blaring: detail evi; wverka nothing 
© remained but for the men, who- were 
* within, to get out, unleſs we ſuppoſe they 
© began by breaking the. ſoaffold, and the 
Wood ĩit Was made of, and that they vid: 
© the lame. means to/.get theſe materials aut 
* of; the pyramid, as they did to get gut 
„ themſelves The aperture by. Which they 
effected this was the well 1 have man- 
* tioned, , which is on the right bad, at 
'-ottexing the gallery, and which occepies 
a+ part of the bottom of the benching, 
iſing two feet in the wall: it is oval, 
„ * and 


238 + G6 © FT K*R:;;8 | 
and its ſituation den are indicated | 
£ at % 955 E ne ee | 
4 This wh Semi ee 3 
ob the pyramid by a line almaſt perpendi- 
© cular, but a little inclining, ſomething in 
a the form of the Hebrew: letter Lamed, as 
may be ſeen in the plate. About ſixty 
0 feet from the mouth, is ſquare window; 
through which there is an entrance to a 
a ſmall grotto, cut in the mountain, ; which is 
© not here of ſolid ſtone, but a kind of gravel, 
* the particles of which ſtrongly adhere. This 
* grotto extends from Eaſt to Weſt, and may 
© be above fifteen feet long, after which is 
* another groove, dug likewiſe in the rock, 
© very ſteep, approaching the. perpendicular. 
lt is, two feet four inches wide, two feet and 
a half high, and deſcends through a ſpace of 
© a, hundred and twenty - three feet, after 
«* which nothing is found but ſands and ſtones, 
a either purpoſely thrown. there, or fallen of 
© themſelves. . I am convinced this paſſage 
was only deſigned as a retreat for workmen 
who were at che building of the pyramid; 
its declivity, winding route, ſmallneſs, and 
a depth, are certain proofs the coming from 


| c this well, which could not have been effect- 
; c ed 


4 


5M: EGYPF. 2239 


© ed till after many turnings, perhaps, not till 
« after having mounted back towards its 
mouth, could only ey I have no doubt, have 
© been-thropgh- 3 paſſage, over Which was 2 
row of ſtones, which they had found: the 
* art-to-ſtops; and which, fell down iato this 
paſſage; by cho me a8 of ſome ſpring ſet in 
motion by them, when all the workmen had 
* retirady and de le Abel ever. We 
d not find this aperture has ever been at- 
© tempted; whether ĩt be that they were ĩgno- 
rant of. it, ot chat ita ſmallneſs impeded the 
workmen. The pyramid has only been 
attacked hy the royal route, through which 
* the corpſe of the king muſt have been 
. n, and all thę people, living or dead, 
to be buriad with him. By the ſame route 
the attendant mourners muſt have entered 
the pyramid, and have come out, after 
? ine paid their laſt duties to the mo- 
nach, and depoſited e e oe 
ſepulchre himſelf had choſen.. 
Nor muſt it be ſuppoſed thay: all chose 
© who worked at this vaſt edifice” were 
acquainted with its interior ſtructuie? nor 
even that ſuch knowledge was to be ob- 
* tained by entering the pyramid after it was 
* finiſhed, 
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ee given of theſe ancient  monn- 
ments, I own, I found it impoſſible to form 
go fixed judgmen and, remained im painful 
Incertitude. The darkneſs of ſo many diffe- 

rent opinions concealed' the truth, and the 

more I read, the leſs I knew; but, guided by 

n while at the foot of the pyramid. 
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ammoniacꝭĩnto the laboratory of "which" 
ſeveral times Wentz and, notwithſtandin _— 
hotribly infedticls Ack, obfabvett this any 
cedure. Imagine arches with patallel.. "al aper=. 


tures or W — the fecks, two 
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glaſt- bontlesg art put, i before chey Ae 
aus rahgedz / ae coated ich U, Th 
intetitices batweun bach. Bottle ard als Nope = 
ped with. clay I. the. bottles i ute boritaline 
withinithe'arch, and the hecke are Tuppdrted 
byrwalls, the neck only being expoſe to che 
action of mne open air cheſt bortles are full 


of ſ Moti RVE Rt from tlie chimnieb of the ehο0. 


mon people, wkoſe conſtant} fuel i dunglef 
animals dried in the ſunz und mixed Wh 
chopped ira wa in A fire is lighted underneath 
the moutks bf the bottles, v the Gmc" ſub- 
ances; and is kept burning "three days und 
nights. The bortles are unſtopped; and tie 
.cxhaling vapout of the heated foot inſehfbly 
attaches itſelf to che neckbj*where" it" con- 
denſcs, cryſtallizes;? and iforttis a bright and 
ſolitl Body, about two inches thick The 
/procels over) the bottle is broken the aſhes 
cleared, andi the vake of ſal- ammonitc, fuch 
as ſent to Europe, obtained, firftcraking from 
its underſide a black cruſt, which Has not 
acquired the degree of perfectiot necellary ; 
but this eruſt/ being put inte other! bottles, 
yields, on a ſecond proceſs; the tfloſt eſtertmied 
and . perfect ſul-ammonist. About c 
n thouſand 
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iam atigle ——— ae, Egypr; 
44278 and Europeans, :beingiuſed by pewerers, 
galdimaths, foundersgandichymiſts. iv bag 
ho1Bkg French merchabts: of, Graad C, 
ve; a gountrycheuſelat Giza, and, ſmall 
Arden, vith orange, lemen and date- ties, 
ſitnated on thechanłk of the Nile. The beau- 
:Bful;ifland of: Reoudas andirits>iodogiferous 
chowers,,the mekias. Egal Which thar waves 
cheat With violence, Old Cairo, and ita qur- 
nnding gardens, with a multitude oft baats 
Which ;jnceffantly; etoſs qhe ri ver, areodetn 
pm dts, windows 3 extenſive and vendant 
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ai which fallow /s the courſe of the Nile in 
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ges the foul. that energy which is) neceſſacy 
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Herodotus, Strabo, Pig. pi the drehian 
| authors ; modern travellers refuted. The city, 
48 it was in the time of Herodotus and Dio- 
_ Siculus; its temples, palaces, and lakes 
. deſeribed. Qyatation from Abulſeda, proving 
ita total deſtruction by Amrou ; rums fill ſeen 
near the village Menf, n remain. N | 
ancient mw. ploy 
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5 Ir Tis time, Sir, to ſpeak -of Memphis, and 
examine the opinions of writers concerning 
this celebrated city, which are very oppolite z 
ſome pretending it ſtood where Giza now 
ſtands, and others placing it five leagues far- 
ther ſouth. Is it not aſtoniſhing that the ſcite 
of the ancient metropolis of Egypt, a city 
ſeven leagues in circumference, Cr 
containing mognificent temples and pas 
laces which art laboured to render eternal, 


| -&) A Wade and fifty india. Diodorus Siculus, 
lib. t. ſet. 2. 
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ſhould at preſent bea ſubject of dilpytecamgng.. 
the, learned 3. Thus, in their worn, ato all, 


the proud monuments of man hutied i in, the 


duſt. | Hiſtory, ,l:hope,) Sera peta find 
the remaining! yeſtiges. g Memphis, di- 
fipate that darkneſs/in,which\eruditio Mes» 
itſelf en ndeayoured to hide them. 30} od 15 

een Semitamis puilt che! calle.) pf 
Grand Cairo (,. into Which dne bat a 
i pumerous garriſon of Babylonians, $6; he. 
% check upon e Which Niood - 
7 facing it, welt, of the Nile, 0 Propent. 

« rebellion. in the capita 51 Arno Abu I 2 

+Shaw;;is of che; ſame, gpinion, an and. ſays, 
the, ancient Memphis, ther dal 4 ele which. 
are now buried. and enge 8 
polite Cairo, on the, bank 425 the, Nils gert 
Lybia, at the village of, G 312 (u. agil 

Fococke, an exact obſerver, comeg aſter-,. 
ward, and,  in{peQog the Place, and read 
79 5 e is of a, contrary, opiniqn 


(£8 War is declared, nong .the;; learned. 
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V 65 1 Abl 4 date 'r removed, ith e 1215 in Let. 
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e preſelit ſtatids: ef Hes ner Dr: 
. whos: {ographical obſervations te. 
a "lating t6' Egypt! and Arabia Petra ate more 
büfioub, and ſaperice ift point of trüch, at 
«feaſt "probability; leärnin 55 went f. 
judgment, to thoſe of any oth other todern 
„ tfabeller. adi fine, is Gobk will ſtand 
ltd grotind WHEN alk the e 
ce Mal e 


em ſpent; wem ſome of thoſe” 


«-bthers; written in ittitation bf it of with a 


* deſign to Gepreriate it, Will be buried in 

„Oblivion or, ät heal? meet with that cb - 

„ tempt Which they 15 juftiy delervets % 
"Hits, Sir, is a very dogimatic decifion” 
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1 e pyramid ſtood between. Nen 
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Alvnrofore; is impoſuble 
Atuated at) Gig, Or. which 18; Ns 
'thing; Memphis, according to, Pliny, was 
two. leagues, ſouth of dale Forced. mend 
Giga is three leagues] north 1 wi 
voſt have been; built where Memphis 
| Hood 3+ ner can Pliny be ſaid to be miſ- 
i taken; for his deſcription; is Precue,..;- Huſiris 

| Kill; ſubfilis,,.-now 7 Boufir, not far from the | 
Pyramids, which, are 3 agus; from the 
river The ſmall ton Menf, the angievt 
Memphis, is abont two, lesgues ſouth tof 

Ahefs. wonumente. Thie; aufhars of the, Nni- 
vorſal . Hiſtory would have been cautigus of 
implicitly - believing, and! blindly, adopting, 
an; eFraneous; : opinion bad they A read this 
paſſage; eſpecially as it had been oppoſed 
by one of their own countrymen, Feu who 
Was Judieious, and welle informed; they ; 
would. not haye . fulminated | an DO | 


& ti! 


againſt. all who, doubted. in Dr. Shaw... 
like them, render all homage to his me- = 
tits, his bock abounds in valuable hows 
ledge; 3! but, as. errors and truths are blended; 
I cannot avoid removing the e Sn 
eee, Weg de 04. gib oc aba 
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rom. the mud Hof its witets; , "canals. were 
cue td Ard Lower: Egypt: The monarclis 


ne ef! ther br tedden e 5 


ved nearet the mouth of the river; to enjoy 


alt more temperate, and be more ready to 


defend the enttunee of their empite. They 
bwundked the city -of Memphis, and endea- 
vduted to er ĩt equal to tlie ahbicnt capi- 
tal, devorating it with many temples Jg 
wong Wiek kit of Vulcat drew tlie atten- 
not of traveller s its 3 
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" baygh biſtory,] which, pr 'oves, the Delta formed. 
yall; e ſands and mire of the Nile, no is _— 
ons 'of 


Rr , and though" we ſhould rejett-the"opit 
b mar ere Diodornss Pliny, Ax. who affrftt de 
factz we.could not but admit it z Having canſtlered-this. 


Tn 8 5 5 Woes 1 0 Se 
thoſe zu t for the Gul in Y 

| pes a en ed ces 3 e td be 
veer ae blitle ud of the Nileg ned with. 
ſand, by digging in any part ee feet deep. | 


(8) ry lib, 288 | 


{2567 pas ne 
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„oft the lib, fe) Which diffuſed itſelf overthie 
- finds Lyblagamdihe Delta being formed. 
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diſap heated. Fo prevent this diſaſter, then 


hich:alſd ſarued aas ia barrier agninſtitbacine1 
untlations of the river, and o the attacks aß 
engmies. The palace df thehitgs, abdin fer 
tres; huilt on the mountains deſended ie o 
the. Weſt, the Nile andthe Eaſt o and tanie 
North were Jakes, beyand which: was he 
Plain of-mapmniieep aud age cratfeway/whidh = 
| 10 tothe great pyraniidso Thus 
ſituated. Memphis comthanded the valley 
Egypt. and communicated by canals withtho = 
lakes Mætis, and Marectis. Its citizens might 


fore; became. thectntreafivecalth, Romuacacos 7 


hulls e long mund, h, onthe: Sduth fidec = 


end arts, best aſttonomy' amd ,geometdy, 


a ag "by:th Bgyptiads, Hlouriſtcds/ of 
[the Grecks tame to obtain knows | 
Which carrying into their, own cauns 
be mlär U ei 4p b. il. 1 AS WRIST 
Lied fondo, ws Is unn 2 zuin TY 


gk ; 55 try, 
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n conquerortwers her: temples 


andi fümoas h Ces Uaftropddd » This wankie 


endeuv but ud t was to extingati che ſeieness⸗ 
delerteʒ had iu cheir fertile valley, fieſt ind i 
cc With their eise than pate old 

a pam ofbthe knbveledge that was attached its 


. —————— dleffurkdias it. 


w/ preſervrd ſuth remains of magxific ene 


that it ſcill was [theificſt; bity of the Worlii 


and ſtruggled, for mote than two dentaries⸗ 
to: tate off the odidus oke of the Perſians} 
Alexander, to whom fle yielded, tevenged 
phrenzyp;redewed the horrors Cambhy ſes Had 


comminted, iat Thebes and Mergphisg sen 
Perſepolis 4%. Is there not juſtice for ecmpites 


(k) Quintus Curtius. dil e Gy 
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bisthriscdisso she f u kurusdlespätbb- bean- 
| ep Bgyptmtictantiquities uf which he | 
- vifiredp heifoundedtw city ther inis own 
vate; ſeveral; ages biforer:ithe Obriſtian win, 
"which! the — ye his ſuceeſſors, e- 


— The: RharGs: roſe dhe admiritibn of 
the world; Alexandria became another Rome, 
and arts and ſeicnvesy beneath che be f the 
ſovereign p read their neee, 8 


and to the new capital de 405 fink its 
inhabitants remove. . 955 Under Auguſtus the 
latter Was ſtill 2 great city, populous, and full 
of foreigners, yet was but then the:ſecond-in 


Egypt. Sir hundred pers after it was cone 
eee the Newer "afrer 4 J0n 8 46d bloody 
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to Aba, effected its 3 Lwill 
cite the paſſage from this learned hiſtorian, 
becaule it proves the ſecite Pliny gave Mem- 
bas, end deffoys the etfür of, wicht 
writers, 7m) who pretend ihat the gqvernors, 
under the emperors of Conſtantinople, relied. 
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at Grand Cairo, when Amrou conquered 


_ chad demeaſtrated this city, did athena 3 
hat follows is an, additional proof: Menf 


£5 Maſr ga ob Egypt, iflanding.on, ith&:wel- 
tern ſhore of the Nile! 

55 Elass took ũt -by; aſſault; totally deſtroꝶed 
Lit, and: y order of Omat; fon; oſ Kettab, 
ſabuilt the city of Foſtat, on the oppoſite 
aſhore. There are remarkable ruins , at 
«>Menf--tho:remains of ita ancient ſplendor, 
3n wet wiieh ita me Hf wands gn bot 


| 5 2 a maſr, elcadima oua pia an garbi el Nil, 
7 264 15 1 Amrou \ebn. el 10 dba mm 


Cee Pon War Cakhar A markt be ach 
. — Khattab Ou be eter 
| Raid | zen elſakhour oua el menbouta el ma- 


; Qua, binn dehan- akhdar, qua khajrg, baki 


2 -1la Zamanngy hada, lam am ietkhaier men el, hams 22 
N irha ala toul halts eldemma. GU menf men maſr 


ii la marhela bariba““ £271 Ben bon 01 


achte bam Ablfeday Defeription ef Bhypr. 3 
e l ohſerved, in my; letter on old Cairo, that chd 
eee beſſon che name of Nlaſn on the capital: cf 


-gypt- Memphis bore it till ruined, by Amrou; 5. Foſtat 


ere, and preſerved it, till Schaouar ſet fire to the eity 


deen dis bezäg- ken by ie French f Hase Uta 
Grand Cairo is called Maſr, and F oſtat Maſe elatic, the 
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wich what her xemains.,; The village, af Meng, 
alfeeblg refidue; Gf nn immacaſp city, is f 
Jeagues from: Hand Cairo, on hg weſtern 
ſicde pſathe Nile, repiſely where:the learned 
natutaliſt mars its ſeiteʒ it peing four, leagues 
Bam Grand: Cairo gate Pyramid, and typ 
from thence to Meaf,, The mins round cit 
confirm, 4hs; teſtimony, of, Abalfeda, and the 
lakes, /p,).xpentioned. by Heradotys, and Strahp 
have not eel; SiGppearodnins being ne 
with a grave,pf, Acacia on the; welt 
off Niepf, the other: preciſely North, Which, 
_ Sujing the innndarien, extends 10 the, caule- 
way.thrown,np.in-the marſh, which; ſcparniss 
the Nile, from che grand pyramids, and was 
made to. facilitate-the, conyeynnge, pf tha RN. 
| Nes Taro Fee and 
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flent ode skin iwH NF ane ce i pions 
ran who ThoilÞ have dite8'pr d trod 
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WHE debited ik regius piety; Ute Wp. 
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would debsme bn object of vile traffic. The 
Greeks, who have been preſent (i at the 
judgments the Egyptians, alone, of all = 
carth's. inhabitants, pronoun need u 

dice” were "brought in boats, 'on 
N N Cara!" fee, 4 have inventel. the l- 
ble 1 0 Charon and Hen. The: bea ty 
of the plains: beyond that Laſt ſolitude, 2 
ſands, the canals, by \ which they were. ; watered, 


| preſerving their eternally verdant banks, gave 


them the idea of the Styx, the Lethe, and the 


Elyfian fields, which: their fruitful and fine 


imaginations embelliſhed with all the beauties 
of poetry. The fable gained credit among 


the populace, and became art article: 'of . 


religion. | 1 
Siich; Sir, are the rage Git hs 


tively © reading| the Ancients, and ſceing the” 
environs of the pyramids, hade producetl ?' Fl 
may they be thought worthy s attention, * 
N the merit of truth. 5 11-7 £403 
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5 'Diod, Sic. p. 13. Ed. Hen. Sup 1539. 
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laſt leres, during this, long ,interyal anxious, 
friendchip has alten painted. the misfortunes... 
0 Nifh. ee, expoſeds, ini barkpe... 


rous country, and has. more..than, once Mache. 
you fear for my life. . Honoured be the 7 


ings which to me are ſo precious, and Which 
my ſympathetic heart repays. . But calm. 
your apprehenſions; travellers. have a deity; 
who, Es bküdence and Vage ande 


aur 4 4 5 when 


the RR. lages, 7 WS 00 | 


— 1 rs Wor Pre 1d fs En oy 2 — 
* — — * 2 


TE LOTS 


LS aa 1 4 
— Wy 


EE . al Ng i here, dolly 


deren. Fin "Wes zercfore,. Dae 


. 

1 
»* 
4 


er et not awe w 


a 


Ne 725 
ee es 


2 heart that; yjbrates, with. bie 1 
crouding. ſenſations. arc, born and die waparn 


11. 5 Lak Te US & as & 


IM erde 


„ 18 72. _ 


= ure of mrs Pre ol 
ing t of p 

— er Lait IX. fro its RH 
20g te Matfoata: FHoneft Jofhöffle Has Wfi⸗ 
ten tie hiſtory of chat erpc Rn, tine beer. 
ning of which war ſo proſperbus, And kt 
end ſo unhappy; but is Hätfatibn 75 bbICufe, 
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Faithful Janiſſar , who 200 Deen, in lol 
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Wann Be, 40 
of the famdùs ey, e rabian ſer A 
vant," ac 17 * 
, mpanic me, all wel 181 „ a 


very ieceffiry "precaution on the 1 1 of 


Damietta, where a ttacks a are "contig 
Mo The 


Pellah,” 6709. wg! inhabit the ee come, 


under favour of darkneſs, a A lhe Jour, 
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and, if not reſiſted, murder the paſſen 5, 
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and ſeize their effects, f A foreigner ought to 
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be well aſſured of bis ſeryants, ; and He packer 


of the patton or captain, who, often in callu- 
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fion with the thieves, ſhare the ſpoil. Taught 
by experience, 1 give this advice to future 


* 11 not 
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having followed 1 it at firſt, ; 
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Tue m "oft effential ſtores are rice and 606 pe 
which we took care to provide. The villages | 
will ſupply x milk, egss, and i poultry; we added 
ſome bottles of old wine of Cyprus, which 


Mahamet Afalama, (s ) though a good. Wor- 
partake of Se 


6) Egyptian huſbandm en 19 .0 iR 
(ö Mahamet Aſfalama, the ib, 1 
nied me, was honeſt, brave, and oe WA reat 
obligations to him during my travels, and a 
red into the ſetvice of the 'Frenic 1 2 ET 
3 1 84150 Joel bin 559 10 218031 
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E. * a ays of 7 The. inundation had 
=- it 1X Weg "% and the Haters of 


the. 1 55 decreaſed, The he N 
Being rather flow, ap the north wind blow- 
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ve, te men 2 9 10, tale to than 
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mn and ara, or! Indian millet, were 
55 5 Jeck the third crop of of lucern v, was 
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5 11 Coramber and water - - mel ons 
keit ffe xible branches 1 7 the, river 
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has and beans were, 4 moſt ARE: „The 
lage 33 c, Mi 18 291 101 18115 12 1 
fo the trees was verdant, but diffe- 
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Fa tinctured, and the orange y citron, 
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brought us to the mouth of the canal of 
Adrian, which ran to that of the Red Sea, 
trayorſing- the village Kelioub, and -paſſing g. 
north 6f Heliop 6pdlis. "Two league lower is 18 the 


village, Ch . Ee below, which, che Nile, 
ſeparates on each ſide the Delta, _Herce:Hera-: 


Ant gor T 2 dotus 
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dats a 102 sede Mely plated che ET 


cg ot 85 08 05 (4), Advale 18 555 
trabo , d ee dee pn the we erp hore of a of tlie | 
Nile, at che villa El 7 QJ SJB 
; thn, ted fo he 8 eaten with 
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whic| ne are by th 
hot A ontinualy A 


rich count * pe As 

8 5 abend . ers Ulitle?: Arrived at Bam 
Balara, "Where the Nile 'Qivides; we iteft rhe 
branch of Rbſetta, and proceeded along that 
of Batmietta. Thee firſt uwevelſtes, u 
WEechdf fd ev obith i « right line; therefore 
Bas the greateſt quantity of water; fbr which 
"reaſon" ths Molt chii6adaibledenaly are Bt 
From it, as 1 Thall e-. ilsg 228 
1 The. fun ſets, and our maritiers dread 
pafling the night oppofite Dagbua, a finill 
town here thieves harbour! Im the time of 
"Father Sitard, a certaĩt Hubib had eſtab- 
Pfibed his Tyrant there, and, mabing pre- 
Aeuts to che wen in power at Cairo} levied 
Conttibütiong On all paſſengete! The place 
is Rl infeſted-with "pirates; aid; last yoar, 
0 EN 5 ins bug floor, Nom & 
ls A ora At b dei 0 in da 6s 
4e en ſhore, where 3 now ſtands. 
| a N 
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57 d = h Frere” more ghar 
og and, my mh Ewa ry . 85 905 15 
9910998 IT jour , repelled 29011912 "Of 73 
anted to plunder, . not. Bgbt ti we, therefore 
ee to galt anchor N the aft ; 
village Zquſeti; and, while he ſervinh pre- 
pared upper. I walked. with! my ane, ie 
neighbouring. wopd; each with a 1 iſtols 
tabs girdle, a large .ſahre by the fide ag 
— nun gtrecs, Nan 2 
aſt, field, formed a a ſemicirpular. englofurgs 
the-:fides of which e to che river. 
Abaut the middle were hanks. en e 
trees, and on the right and Joſs Were pomegra- 
nate, palm, tamarind, and orar ge trees, Pro- 
N th. which, formed various 
0 them grew tufts of 
W 0 firub, with leaves haz, dye - 
Fellow. the-cogl graſs, variety of trees, in- 
2 buſhes, and citroen flow- 
ee an aſylum 
under the thick foliage, an 18127 
uus, E e Fo er; e 
-30ſpired ST ne . ſenſations 6 kappin 
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that proſpedteoÞBqunteuraidPeantiful wil 
' turemever:failitoiptodduces”d 225d bas 4533 
We, went up tothe hüuſband men's Hits, 
andothaowbmanpifthe were round) immiedis 
_ ately retired: The men remained; candy from 
our (dreſs; ſuppoſing we were the officels of 
ſome Bey, who! came to exact icontributivns/ 
had their fears, which we diſpelled by telling 
them we only aſfced milk, and new laid eggs. 
They haſtened to ſupply our Warrts; and r 
conducted us to the boat; where, notwich- 
ſtanding, their friendſhi p, we kept: ſentinel ai 
night, each mounting guard in his turn; no. 
thing happened however to ttouble our fe 
Peg, Uno R 1 - x 16 aninnigod. 20.3 
od: 0301; allst n oc it pepch Y Ace 

Hai t nd gans — — EIS, 

e wal wrapped in m 

"afte! ter the \rabian manner, Rig iſe 


e departing Dolle ni OOSNTIOH he 
epartin Vatermen awakened; 
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5 — 16% Berg 1 3928 9 py 
plentifully, there was a 'pure and clear ; 
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Looking ber the j wood, Where Wwe 5 8 
3 ober ig ht, I. law flocks of by 7 Fi 
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hite as ſnow, erche d 0 


| on tops, of 
trees, WI ent 15150 naue oxkeeper, 155 
cauſe 5 always accompany theſe, animals. 
They 
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They are achet ſize of a pbeaſant;>qxith re 
feet, and black begaks;itheioifilvenplumage 
formed: an agreeable contraſt wit the dark 
green of the date tree. Thouſands of doves 
flew:from-one- cluſter of trees to another, and; 
by theit i eooing: celebrated ithe birth of day 
while lues of pigeons left their houſes on 
the iriver; banks theſe tame birds, never 
hunted, never terrified. by-.noify:gun-pows | 
der, are without fear, and do not avoid main} 
-Nueonnebar(weighed,: we ceoaſted-the left 

oars ee eee and 
paſſed, neat Gafr ſu Faraouriia;:;Htpated: at 


the beginning of a large canal, wlüsh, 


oblique] 7 traverſing the Del ta, fall into the 
' Roſetta branch. On the ile 
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diane hora often > paſſed e ate 
2 3 5 5 18 full, and ſoon ſaw the. 
Tant, furtounded, b F; a ſma L 
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2 alter quitting it we came before 
2 7 L oua, the retreat of robes 
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detain. traygllers,(  Fram(this. windig there, 
1 ke h large . —— 
ee af, Ar qhaferel dt 
all + Menu, ths. capiegl- gf, de fat; pre- 
LACS the :. Delta, dualt ig pavigsble from 
. uguſt tor. Deeember, for large hoste,o and I 
Naa N vp it from. Naqir on tie 
Roſett 9 87 b, t that of Damietta. It ran 
from. portheaſt to ſouthweſt, ner can anything 
be more che arty] or rich than, ita banks, which. 
2 2.4 terreft This large canal. 


e others, which 1 ſhall deſcribe on.the:i 
E ee RG pig, 
1 e the. town of . Tants, where: 
5 8 is a Confid zrable annuah fair, bien 
dne ale rene ker 
* 2 55 Ws in crqnds, to exchange ; theie, 
e e ucts for 8 Aadig, Ruffs, , Moka cofen 
fee. and e cloths., It continnes a week.: 
Dehre re, of, gai in. brings ſome of the Egyptians, 
439 1 Pleaſurs, many more. Ten thous 
a eee BRA the coma ax minen 
all „Fart Tying. abundance: of proviſions. Where 


are good cheer, muſic, and rejoicing. There 
are nearly ws-inany"tenes' pitched on Mog, to 


+] which: the tholf fands courtezans of, Egypt... 
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fer daneing, ſinging, — ay 
glaſr Hape are n 

tion of icli r rn 
wers. The" terits Have the fin * 2 ind 
2 thi 1 
ofa league, 6atites: un the a 8 CE 
— a pr 
roauwelfrequented;” ate flo Cala" nl 
af&ithe tefnains of the ahciel  pilgrima nd 


ofthe Egyptiais to'Catidpiis,” Sis! thd Bü- 
3 lied 1 00 oh roles mlqqut 


Joyfully quitting" Pagdid” wi 2 Wag a ein 
ridus Banilets, and Bifebvetda, 6 wha pin 
_ the village of Atiib e, Br Th ; 

nothing remarkable bit "the name, Adele 
being büllt ober che Thin b 5 1400 
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tb was THE" ör the molt cc nliderable eit 

in Egypt; if o. ir ic aſtoniſmißg hat” not 
. monuments remain. A 1 large. 
canal runs d litiſe below Atkib, toward ths 
eafterty” part ef Ike Menzals * Arte gels 


den F . gniaioiei bas. wo a> boog 21 


ee Bee 515 ys 36 the feaſts of l, 0 the, 
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R ginning mear the »abgle-ofi: the;sDeltarfe); 
fell 23nt97r1ti; there, band they, ntogether; 
formetb the Peluſia branch i Rolletrioge its 
ogutſe, we cotne to Phacuſa, heren the 
canal began, which communicated with ſhe 
Red Sea, andi paſſed the great elty of Bubaſ- 
tus, Where Diana was worſhiped, and in 
whoſe honour a magnificent temple; vas 
there) erected. This worſhip, is deſcribed 
by Herodotus in 4 pictureſque manner.“ I 
will cite the paſſage, as it will, ſerve to 
prove how little the nianners of the Egyp- 
tians have eee excellent hiſto - 
ries. Das 99051009 ni gab Abl 54s. ge 
The people * in crouds from all 
p ed of Egypt to the feaſt of Diana, at 
Bubaſtus; multitudes of boats ro- to- 
artis the city, in each of which female 
© ingers are accompanied by cymbals, and? 
«>the: tambour de baſque: men playron the! 
« flute, others ſing, and beat time with 


JON if * 
« their hands. They ſtop oppolite Al 0 hs, 
HAT 251} 18. nion Mie A 4 33 as ry i115 0 (8 8 


020 eee and Pomponius Mela, poſitively yy 
the Nile was triple below the town,jof Cer caſorum, the; 
ſeite of which 1 have indicated, becauſe it divided into: 

three branches. The moſt caſtern,; that of ,Bubaſtus, - 

or Peluſivn/ unn 108 le NW | | 
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Ataums they paſs c and the maſic ſtrikes up 
Women ah, abandoning'i themſelves to 
texoeffive c mirthʒꝭſintice by the moſt un 
n guarded expreflions, all they meet; ſing 
I oœntious airs, and perform laſcidious 
<: dances, Being come to Bubaſtus; the 
people offer up innumerableC{acrifices, du- 
<:ringithe: feſtival; and drin more wine 
ain one day than in all the year beſide. 
Above ſeven ;hundred thouſand people 
t aſſemble here. 28 ile 213 93 Hiw 
The Egyptians, ſince Herodotus, have 
been governed by various nations, and, at 
length, are ſunk deep in ignorance and ſla- 
very, but their true character has undergone 
no: change. The frantic ceremonies the Pa- 
gan religion authorized are now renewed 
around: the ſepulchres of Santons (, before 
the churches of the Copts ſ e, and in the 
fairs I mentioned. Their love of pilgrimages 
wy 21113 3894. bas got radio oroft s 


off heſe, no doubt, a e the mai, which were not 
＋ 12 * 
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4) On certain days the e viſit the ſepul- 
chres of perſons they hold to be faints, and kebp their 
feſtivals with” "mitth; Aae and lirentibuſ- 
nefs;' ib 3; Stur>ad ni veil 1] vine 10 53D} 
: vas the ande dd e Copts Celebrate the 
feſtival of Saint Gemlana, im the Lower Egypt! 
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ait Gb6s ve theit wmf and dances are the 
ae, ang, .theugh, ckled by; mabomets 


zoch the malle ese unf U theis. en 
Were enn is it, that old 


hahits, ſpringidg: from; the climate, predomi- 


nate over laws 3: like a torrent down: a decli- 

vity;the-courſe, of which, a legiſlature nt 
not ſtop. but may turn ſo as not only to pre» 
vent d Tavages, but, to render it uleful. Let 
us continue oux voyage. n ads n 
Below Actib the villages are fo near each 
other that the banks of the Nile! ſeam a c 
tinked town, interrupted only by gardens, 
N and aromatie graves. . Contemplating the In- 
cid ſky, the variegated trees, the numerous 
herds, and //the ever ſpringing; wealth. af an 
inexhauſtible foil, we: lay, let us not. wonder 
the Egyptians; haye produced the maſt mar- 
vellous works in the world; they poſſeſſed 
knowledge, the fineſt of climatcs, and a coun 
ty wWhieh alks. nothing from, man buy, dh 

| ſcatter. ſeed over;ats; ſurface. Tytapny and 
barbatiſm have ſpread: deſolation here; yet, 
what: might not à people, friends of therarts 
and ſcienecs, ſtill undertake : what, treaſures 
ae they: . from.commeres and ag 


culture, 


ONE EGCY pr. 2g 
Etittũde, br hüt advantaget'thot tuder die 
ente anck Hiſtafy, by ad if x rptetation of the 
Egypt bietoglyphice! Bxtuſe theſe reflets 
tions, hiſt hopey of dtravelleny whe bediolds 
He rifery'and theweathofvoouttryifolbeaws 
teig. After four hours paſſingiſtendsandhaind 
lets 1 landed at Mit ham and” walked over 
this popiſous' trading won, where therein 
nörhing remarkable, nothing that beſpezks ans 
tiquity. The Bagards are narrow and ob- 
ſcure, the ſtreets crooked und dirty There 
2 moſqee, With (quars''rower, which I 
ſuppoſe to have been®u-church''befdtemthe 
c6nqueſt of the Arabs; for chere is not ſueh a 
mintfet im elf Egypt; they being round, 5 
mall and High. 2911. Helsgeiiev on VI bio 
"Oppoſite Mit ham: is Zephes] which, rot 
fing tlie Ter, we viſited, and © whith; nike 
the Hit was nor worth our trouble. Flle 
Walls ef the höüſes are ſome mud, others 
brick; many of them are ruinbus with atv! - 
Body io repair theme Phe 4ihabinirts aß: 
ppear fnliferable, and it is viſible that not for 
them is the fatnefs offthe ſurroufding lafide! 
warde ſun r̃oſe, and we} continuing our route, 


fan villages in the fame abundance; much mort = 


Wan this branch thaf vn that 3 which - 
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ing. d we caſt anchor betwWeen an: ifland and 


Ss Amr 
ve muſt attribute to the deſtruktioh ef Rye 
citics, formerly am dhe eaſterti phft of the 
Delta. As they betame defolate} tlie re 


= 


of the} canals was mnegleRes;1ithe Hrkds 


 tivated/ and the people coming neater the: 


river have there fiteditheir babitations! How 


many barren fields would a good goverfimelit | 
give back to! agriculture ! The wind eorttras” 


ry;: the-rowers fatigued, and night approach 


Mit Demſis, a place not too fafe, but We 


determined to keep good te oval angle 


bus beige d n as ysb, gaimg vor. 

Haid, rol ned: olag oro e Fab: Av 
„While Ng quictly Adept, two time 
under fayour of darkneſs, apptoaehed the boat, 


toward midnight. Our ſentinel, the janiſſary, 


perceiving them, by ſtar light, gave the alartn, 
and fired his muſket. They diſappeared, and, 
the noiſe waking us, we tan to arms ; but he 


calmed, our fears hy infor ming us of the truth. 
89 adroit are theſe thieves that, finding the 


paſſengers aſleep, they ſwim away with a part 


of heir effects, and even with large packets: 4 
a ſurpriſed, they dive, and clade purſuit. 
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his alarm kept us awake all. night, and to 
* away ee W Aſſalama 
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Tbe Turks think it braces;:and-Holth 
it neceſſary in «county: where; relaxed bn 
heat. the ſtomach ſcarcely can perform ĩti 
functions for othis teaſon they call it C 
Bouai ( d lin ſigniſying ſirength. Be this as it 


may, the: Egyptians: commonly drin threr 


cups a day. and often much more, without 
any of the terrible effects European phyſi . 
: cians have attributed to coffee- honirmroJ}% bp 
Slow coming day at length appeared, and 
the rifing fun was more pale than uſual, which 
betokened/a fouth Wind} and Which on 
rifing) wel ſdt fall As we paſfed; "we "pers 
ceivell a canal; beginning below) Mit Demfls, 
and taking its courſe towards the lake Merz 
zala. The wind freſhening, our bark, fwi ta 


ly cut the waves, and wo preſently came to 
thivillays ms J, on the eltern han | 
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5 r 44 #Y * 
0 £ Ne 10h: il lte 22gadhisq 


TIL 

£2), The YE Foe when in grain, and Galena, 
a: when rom Cabouai the ; Europeans, have; 
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Upper, land obe in Linger Egypt, which is thut I 4pekk > 


of, e sen it, Bouſir Bana. | 
: Herodotus, 
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ofthe Nile, two leagues from Sem 


ſectly according in ſituation with that which 
Herodotus and Strabo give to the anc 


ent city 
of Bufiris the capital of a Nomos; prodigious 


multitudes of people were ,drawn hither by 
* temple, conſecrated to Iſis, the 
Grecian Ceres, this being one of the moſt fre- 


quented pilgrimages of Egypt. Not a veſtige 
of ancient ſplendour can be ſeen at Bouſi r; 


ſtanding beſide the river, no doubt, the pre 


cious marbles of the temple have been carried 


off; and it may be, alfo, that ſome remains 
might be found under the huts that have fince 
boon built there. 


A league below Bouſir, vid eee 


ö af canal, which, joining an arm of that of 


Menouf, paſſed near Mehallai, and flowed 
toward lake Bourlos . A little farther I 
C eee 


Reeder 1 lb. 2. e. Strabo, lib. 17. 1 Buſiris 


above Sebennytus, now Semennoud, proceeding up the 


river, which is the preſent poſition of Bouſir. 


Strabo, ſpeaking of this place, affirms the fables told 
of the cruel Bufiris have no foundation whatever, that 


Egypt never, had a king ſo called, and that malice had 


invented them in return for the inhoſpitality of the 
Egyptians, who did not love ſtrangers. Lib. 17. 


Y So called FAY bs v'tle cape wick makes 
its headland, | 


f O#N# * @ 1 1, 
- perceived. a. fnilliweand;rgrkicre;) int mer 
nene bale; ad, — 


there ae eee ay dan on hor." 4 
aal. extends Kees e 8 thedexible 
hes dip in the waters. Behind theſe-dte 
p anates, which; - planted in quincuop, 
forming e pleaſant groves is ſurrounded by 
anal. From the, Nile,» at thie fat endꝭ isa 
| Held, various in its productions, and termi— 
nated by huts, among which Was the orange 
tree, in bloom. Seated beneath the willows 
upon the river bank, before us was an iſland 
dividing its ſtream, the verdant graſs o which 
attracted the eye: on the oppoſſte ſhore, 
were the villages Salania, Mit Abulhari, ahd 
| Gerah, ſeparated only by eluſters of date and 
orange trees, and ſome fields of pulſe and 
grain. On the right, Bouſir might 3 8 
perceived and, off the left, the town o ; 
| Femermoud, Wich i its lofty minaxets,.. as 
beheld a more. agrovable —— The 
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having felt that involuntary chatm, that pure 
and tranquil content, that expanſion of the 
ſoul, which the beauties of nature ſo powers 
fully excite, by the grateful ſuperabundance 
ſhe ſheds: happy he, who at ſuch a moment 


finds a ſympathizing heart, to which he can 


communicate, and by the communication 


|: inſpire, ſimilar ſenſations. Weſt of this wood, 


a league and a half, is Mehalla el Kebira, 
capital of Garbia, the ſecond province of the 


Delta, and the reſidence of a Bey. This 


town is called Kebira the Great, becauſe the 


Delta contains not any more . conſiderable. 


It has a manufactory of cloth, and ſal-ammo- 
niac, and a great trade; the ſurrounding 
rivers ſerving to tranſport its merchandize 


over all Egypt. The country round contains 


numerous villages, herds, and the productions 
of land ever fertile. Mehalla has replaced 


the cities of Sebennytus and. Buſiris, but not 
their magnificence: it Se no remark- 


able edifice. won 36. 31981 
While we aranquilly. were. i oy on the 


river bank, a violent ſouth· eaſt wind roſe, blew 


a ſtorm, and raiſed clouds of fine and ſcorch- 
ing duſt, which. obſcured the heavens, and 
5 a gloomy paleneſs over the face of 
277 7 | nature. 
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nature. This veil of darkneſs, through which - 
the ſun appeared like blood, continued about 
two hours. When ſuch like whirlwinds ſur- 
prize the traveller in the deſert, he ſoon is 
buried, if not ſheltered by a tent, and, if the 
tempeſt continues long, even this aſylum 
becomes his grave; the tent and himſelf both 
being entombed under à hill of ſand. The 
wind fell, the ſky cleared, and, gaining our 
boat, we proceeded to Semennoud. 
This was the ancient Sebennytus, the capital 
of a Nomos; it is à middle fized, populous, 
trading place, where bazards, well ſupplied, 
afford various commodities, tolerably cheap. 
Except moſques, all the buildings are of 
brick; nor could I diſcover any antiquities. 
Half a league north of Semennoud is the 
canal of Thebania, carried to the lake 
-Bourlos, near the ruins of Butis the Great; 
which city had two'temples, dedicated to 
Apollo and Diana, and was famous alſo for the 
oracle of Latona, which all Egypt came to 
conſult. The te temple of this goddeſs was vaſt 
and magnificent, and ſurrounded by a portico 
ee nl high, reſting on dark 9 rn 
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a rock of gravite,” (4) its outward ſurface 
fixty feet ſquare, formed a ſanctuary, hollowed 
in it by the mallet and chiſſel; and a ſtone of 
equal ſurface, and fix feet thick, covered it en- 
tirely. No modern travellers have viſited Butis, 
becauſe it would be exceedingly dangerous; 
wherefore we cannot affirm the deſcription of 
Herodotus to be exact: however, having ſeen 
the column of Alexandria, and other monu- 
ments, not leſs ſurprizing, we are led to believe 
this hiſtorian, who had been on the ſpot, has 
not impoſed upon poſterity. _ 
A league and a half from Semennoud, near 
the canal of Thebania, is a large mount, 
covered with ruins, called by Pococke, and 
father Sicard, Bha Beit, houſe of beauty; the 
Turks in my company named it Hajar Beit, 
| houſe of ſtone ; be this as it may, theſe are 


the ruins of a grand temple, wholly of 2 


marble; the walls, ten feet thick at the bot- 
ny were 'of well W 36 e ao in 
EST CET [Its IG. 

1 This enormous * two hundred, and forty 
feet in circumference, was brought from a quarry in the 
iſle of Philz, near the cataraQs, on rafts, for the ſpace 
of two hundred leagues, to its deſtined place, and, with- 
out contradiction, was the heavieſt Wwe ever moved by 
human oer. | 
the 
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the (quarries of Syene, and which beats a 
perfect poliſn. The columns, four feet in 
diameter, had the head of Iſis for their capi- 
tals. Among theſe remains are fragments of 
the fine marble ſtatues which embelliſhed this 
ſtately edifice. The ſtones are full of hiero- 
glyphics, among which are men with pointed 
 bonnets; youthful women, birds, and various 
animals, all 'admirably ſculptured, excellent 
in their attitudes, and more pure in their taſte, 
and perfect, than any other of the Egyptian 
ſculpture. Theſe: fine | ruins are abandoned 
to the Turks, who daily come and carry off 
blocks of marble, or man columns i in eprom to 
make mill-ſtones. - LEH e. 

Pococke and father Sicard agree. in tice 
this temple was built by Buſiris, in honour of 
I6s;; but: its ſcite does not correſpond with 
that attributed by Herodotus and Strabo to 
this city, which, as I have ſaid, ſtood two 
leagues above Semennoud, where the village 
of Bouſir now ſtands. I rather think, with 
D' Anville, the edifice in queſtion was in the 
city of Ifis itſelf, which Pliny and Stephen of 
Byſantium placed towards the bottom of the 
Delta. Were Egypt not ſubject to barba- 


1 might it be ſearched, many doubts 
„„ would 
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would be removed, which obſcure the e 
hiſtory of the country. After every poſſible: 
aſſiſtance, there are points on which we only 


can approach, but never dare flatter ourſelves: | 
with having attained, the truth. 0 


Returning from our walks end wig q 
Mahamet Aſſalamai, to Whom fitting and 
ſmoaking was a pleaſure à thouſand' times 
ſuperior. to all the moſt wondrous ruins of 
the world, invited me into à coffee -houſe 
where he heard muſic; and 1 went the more | 
willingly becauſe, - ſpeaking Arabic, I might 
paſs for a Turk. Being armed, well dreſſed. 
and in military habits, we were taken for 
officers of the Janiſfaries, and the tradef bed ple 
of Semennoud tiling, celled the place of 
honour. They aue on matted ſeats, We” 
fat on a raiſed ſofa, where: the maſter of tlie 


houſe preſented | us himſelf with "ices?! and 2s 


lighted our pipes. A dancing girl, who 


amuſed the company, immediately came 


us, and, according to cuſtom, ahmen dle | 
moſt voluptuous geſtures. and, laſciviqus_ atti= 4 
tudes, keeping time to, cymbals, | and a a tam- 
bour de baſque, and. receiving applauſe } an. 
proportion as her poſtures. were fignificant. 


and indecent; and ſhe was careful to oblige: 


her 


0 N E GV P ET. _ 26s. 
her company. The dance ended, ſeating 
herſelf by us, ſhe. ſang moals in praiſe of the 
muſſulinen, and afterwards chearful airs: 


This courtezan called herſelf Bedaoui; was 
fourteen, and of an exquiſite form, Which was 


not concealed by her light ſilk dreſs, negli- 
gently. tied with a long ſaſh. Her perfumed 
ebony locks deſcended in treſſes to her heels; 
a veil, gracefully raiſed, covered her ſhoul- 
ders; her eyes were black and fine; her ſkin 
leſs. brown than common; her mouth and 
ſmile charming ; 3s but, in my opinion, ſhe was 
disfigured by two blue ſpots: ſhe: had made in 
her cheeks with gun powder, and a ring hang- 
5 ing from one of her noſtrils. She bad come 
from Cairo to ſeek. her fortune, and, finding 

is generous, offered to accompany us during 
our voyage, which we APY declined, and 
return feep,jn gur boa 
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minarets 


i 
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minarets of Manſoura, whither we ſoon came, 
and, being curious to examine a city ſo 
famous for the misfortunes of Louis IX. and 
his fortitude, -I landed. It is tolerably large, 
but unfortified ; the ſtreets narrow, and the 
houſes of brick, as is uſual in the Delta. One 
part is half in ruins; and here, no doubt; -1t 
was that the brave Joinville, who had pene- 
trated thus far, ſo long defended himſelf 
againſt the Egyptians, and eſcaped, covered 
with wounds. Here the Duke of Britanny 
loſt an eye: but I ſhall reſerve theſes anec- 
dotes for the ſhort narrative I have promiſed, 
Manſoura is a modern town, the origin of 
which Abulfeda thus giyes: (7) „ King 
« Kamel, (4) ſon of El Adel, founded Man- 
te ſoura, where the Nile ue! one branch 
10 running to Damietta, . Neeber to e 5 


F 3 1 . 
* e — 4 K * * S 


70 * ee AMS: 3 el os el bs | 
& el adel, and mafterek el Nil ila doumiat, oua achmoun 
<< benaha fi ouegg: el adou lamma haſerou doumiat. 
T Theabove paſſage proves the learned Pococke was miſ- 

taken in e 125 ony the e or Boy of 
Serighary-' er gs = 

( The 4 of the Ayoubite kings /he dieds at b. | 

Aeg in the * 635 of 155 yt. 
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« moun, © as a bulwark againſt che n 
*© who then beſieged Damietta. n 
The Chriſtians of Syria, ſettled at Man- 
ſoura, 5 are the chief traders, and the prin- 
cipal articles are the fine rice growing round 
the lake, and ſal- ammoniac. Here are vaſt 
chicken-ovens ; and, as Egypt is the only 
country where this mode 15 ee is ow 
: _ I will deſeribe it. | 
Imagine a building of two 2 a 

under ground, and the other but little above, 


cqually divided, length-ways, by a narrow 


gallery; on the right and left are ſmall cells, 
where the eggs are put; the upper-ſtory is 
vaulted with an ox eye aperture at the top, 
and a fmaller one on the floor, by which heat 
is communicated below ; both have a ſmall 

window carefully cloſed, and only one low 


door for the whole building. The 8 are 


8 < 5 Ace was bullt by ib 1 near r the lake 
_ Menxzala, and ſometimes called: by them Achmoun Tanis, | 
it haying replaced the ancient city of Tanis, the ruins of 
which are ſeen in an iſle of the take” Achmobn was 
founded in the reign of Elmetouakkel. Elmacin. 
(King Kamel;built Manſoura, while the * : 
laid. fiege to Damietta, phirty-one | years, Pries to me 
expedition of Louis IX. Macrizi. 5 
Mind Manſoura,” in Arabic, fignifies the viftoridus. 


raged 


A French cook I ſaw at Grand. Cairo 50 t 
them bety year, and When well fed they | 
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TY in heaps in the lower ſtory, and x 


fire of ſun- dried cow-dung kindled in tho 
upper, morning and night, an bour each. 
rh is repeated foreight days; and\the build- 


| being ſufficiently heated, the fire f is 
= out, every aperture cloſed, and a, part of 


the eggs heaped up below are carried above. 


The ſuperintendant occaſionally examines *" 


it be neceſſary to increaſe or diminiſh the 


heat. On the nineteenth. day the chickens = 


begin to move in their ſhells, nibble with 


their beaks on the twentieth, endeavouring . 
to break their priſon, and are uſually com- 


pletely hatched on the twentyrfirſt: then do 


theſe heaps « of eggs apparently lifeleſs,” begin 
to move, and roll about the floor, and thou- 
ſands of little variqus coloured chickens, to 


run and hop round the apartment, Tbis 


ſiglit is truly diverting. They are carried in 


panniers, and cried about the ſtreets on. the | 
morrow, each houſe ſtocking itſelf at Ja WM ; 


halſ-penny | apiece. | Various authors ave 


nec =_ (17. 


ſaid theſe  fow]s are not fo good a s, thoſe 
hatched. by the: hen, but they are —.—— 
ght 


my 


became. excellent | poultry. © Feople ' here ay ; 
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the villagers of Bermai only Know the =. 
cret of this 1 of ee but this I 
cannot certify. A eee inne 
Having Aa: Mänſoura, we went to 
ſee the canal, which, north of the town, 
is wide, deep, and runs to the lake Men- 
_ zala, below Achmoun ; the Paſſing of it 
was fatal to the French army, and its 
blood - ſtained waters waſhed away the dead. 
Our curiolity ' ſatisfied; we ſet fail towards 
evening. The Nile near Manſoura takes 
another, and a "north-eaſt, direction. The 
country on each ſide is equally fertile, but 
the villages leſs frequent. "We paſſed Diaft, 
about duſk, Which place is. nearly” & "day's | 
journey fro rom Saint Gemiana, where the Copts 
go on Pilgrimage, and at which time the 
neighbouring plain is covered with tents. 
Chriſtians and Mahometans  promiſcuoully 
feaſt for a week, have horſe races, wine and 
good cheer; and, dancing” girls coming in 
crouds, Bacchus and Venus are not baniſhed” 
the ERival. Dong n 405% us AO 210115 Dis 


Night ams 8 on; but darkne 5, neither chick 


nor "impenetrable, here, is rather” a tranſpa- 


rent veil, half” 'concralioj 5 ets "through | 
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which, the. azure ſerene ſky is ſeen, and all 
the ſhining hoſt of heaven. The ſtars ſeem 
brighter, and larger, than in cooler climates, 
and night, in Egypt, has a thouſand-charms 
which. are; rarely felt in Europe. Never is 
her mild face obſcured by utter darkneſs, 
never her tranquillity diſturbed by tempeſtu- | 
ous winds, . not do deſcending torrents ever 
produce 2 temporary chaos. When the ſun 
ſets, the wind uſually falls; nature be- 
comes perfectly calm, and contemplative 
man may then, untroubled, undiſturbed, 
ſtudy himſelf and his faculties. Aſtronomy, 
whoſe reſidence; is i in the heavens, viewing: 
the, ſplendid firmament, may follow the. 
courſe, of the ſtars th through. the ene 
of ſpace. l ur 3% © > 
While filing. with Sh fiream,” wander-. 
ing, lights informed us of the apptoach of 
boats, going upwards. There was one, 
that, paſſing, ran foul of us, by which 
we were near being unk. We immediately 
made for ſhore to examine if there was no; 
leak, where we reſolved to paſs the night. 
This accident happened near the ſmall vil- 


lage oft See ant this, Was The: ſecond, : 


1 5 & 
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ume that place had almoſt proved fatal to 
thoſe whom curioſity may bring to Egypt. 
The year before, I failed from Cairo, with 


French officer, who was going to embark, 


at Damietta, for India, by the way of Baſ- 
ſora: we had only one ſervant, and three 
mariners; and this officer, during the voy- 
age, opened and counted a box of ſequins. 
This, as I told him, was putting our lives 
in danger, but he diſregarded me. The ſailors, 
ſeeing the gold, | conſpired to have us mur- 
dered, which they could not execute the two 
firſt nights, we being on our guard. A 
contrary wind forcing us to lie- to, on the 
third, one of them went to a neighbouring 
hamlet, and, an hour after, returning, laid 
down to reſt with the others. The fatigue of 
heat, and long watching, overcame us, and 
J had flept ſoundly about an hour when I 
felt as if ſuddenly ſhaked, and was perfectly 
awake, without knowing how. The'moon 
ſhone. bright, and the firſt object I. beheld 
was a man, with one foot in the boat, and 
an uplifted poniard. 1 ran to my double 
barrelled muſket, and, clapping it to his 
breaſt, cried, in Arabic, he was dead if he 
e did 
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leſs, with ſurprize; and I, inſtantly, por 
ceived, a few paces further, three others, 
armed with ſabres, and piſtols; I watched 

their motions, and determined to fire on the 

firſt who offered the leaſt threat; but durſt 
not turn my head to wake my companion, 
left they ſhould attack me. Him whom 1 
held in play having drawn back, I awakened 
the officer, who armed himſelf; and while 
the thieves held council, two paces. from 
us, I let flip the boat, and we paſſed to 
the other ſide of the river. During this 
whole ſcene, the boatmen and ſervant feign- 
ed to be in a dead ſleep, nor could my 
calling awaken them; blows were neceſſary 
for that. When I came to Damietta, I per- 
ceived the raſcals had ſtolen ſeveral -of my 
effects, but the fear of the baſtinado com- 
pelled reſtoration. Eſcaped. this danger, I 
returned thanks to Providence, who per- 
mitted me to awake ſo ſeaſonably; two 
minutes more would have been too late. 


i 19th, 
The remembrance of the paſt made us 
watch all night; but the precaution was 
needleſs: we remained undiſturbed, Our 
OT | boat, 
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been only ſlightly damaged, 


hav 
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above 


Fareſcour, and, two hours afte 


we depart 
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the Nile. 


Irming tow 
vaſt creſcent on the eaſtern ſhore of 
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Mos osT” der have confounded erf. 0 


cient with the modern Damietta; ſo obſcure, 


| Sir, 4516 its hiſtory 82 and o the -repetition + of 
their errors has thrown great darkneſs and 


uncertainty "over ' this” important point of 
Egyptian geography, to dilpel Which it it is 


neceſſary to begin with the famous Da 


ſo often attacked by European princes. A 
ces, dates, and facts „pre- 

ſented. under their trug I ght, will give you 
clear 


ad = 


of Kerr . i 


elear and diſtinct ideas. Damnietta,” ſays 
Abulfeds, e) e was à walled town, at the 
« eaſtern mouth of the Nile.“ be Tuis 
perfectly accords with hiſtory: let us there- 
fore ſearch for the origin of the place. Ste- 
phen of Byfantium informs us it was called 
Thamiatis, under the government of the 
Lower Empire, but was, then, inconſi- 
derable. It daily increaſed in proportion as 
Peluſium, frequently facked, deolined; and 
the entire ruin of that ancient city removed 
commerce to the eaſt of the Delta. The Ems 


perors of Conſtantinople, a ſecond time, ſeized 
on Damietta, then unfortified, about the year 
238 of the Hegyra. But the importance'of 4 
maritime town, fo favourably ſituated, was 
at length ſeen; and ſix years after, the Caliph 
Elmetovakkel” (9 ) furrounded i * W firong 

walls; 


Fe) 8 dourhiat cadet medina e ala el baht 
. meſaab el Nil el ſharki. Deſeription of Egypt. 
12) Called the eaſtern mouth; by the Arabian geogra- 
pher, betauſe, Peluſium having been often ſacked, and 
at laſt deftfoyed, by the Cruſaders, the'canals that ran to 
* became eee ee 5 81 err pra of e 2 
1 Great Jerks were 3 in Bobs * 5 
his reign, ſuch as finiſhing the walls of Alexandria, 
Vo. 1. 1 55 X Da mietta, 


30 wks eee 
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get, Eng ef Sicily, from“ taklüg 
it, in the yeat 5% of the Hegyra. Sah 
Eddin, wha began to reign over Egypt about 
this tim, did not let hitù long {enjoy his 
eonqueſt but drove he Europeans from 
Damietta who, fifteen years after, teturned 
{again to beßiege it. Their efforts were ihef⸗ 
ſectuab, for, though their land army Was 
Tuſtained-by a fleet of twelve hundred veſ- 
ſels Fr. the Sultan forced: them to tete 
wiel ſhame. 7451 65 baue bid hood 
hib place was fated to be continually 
befisged. Again the cruſaders attacked it, 
- with powerful forces, under the reiga of. El 
Addel, in the year 615 of the Hegyra. They 
landed on the weſtern ſhore of the Nile; and 
ſecured ĩheit cutnp by n foſſe, and a palllſade. 
The mouth of the river was defended hy tro 


on 2103 11991 
Damietta, founding : Achmoun, Roſetta, "Cat Ec. 
all executed by order of Ebn Toulon, one of the moſt 
famous governors of this country, and who, ambitious 
Ard kürfelug to become independetit; ' wiſhed to poſſeſs 
fortified places, in which he might brave the power of 
the Caliphs: Theſe having obtained, he reared the 
. Tebellion, „declared imſelf king of Exypt, 

"and Ackendef 1e agu the whole force of A. 
8 anna RP of "the Dyinaties of Egypt: 


IP e towers, 
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tower, well gatriſoned 3 Nt aichain of iron, 
ſttetshed acroſt, prevented the entrance of 
veſſels. The rrufaders took the tower, next 
rheir eampi broke the chain, and gave a paſſage 
to their fleet. Nejem Eddin (4) the ſon of 
the Sultan, encamped near Damietta, covered 
it with an army, and, to ſtop, the enemy's 
veſſels, threw bridge over the Nile, which 
they deſtroyed; he then, ſank: ſeveral large 
_barks,:/and// rentlered the paſſage /almoſtrim- 
.prafticable.:!: After many turns of fortune, 
bloody battles, and a ſiege of ſaventeen | 
months, the chriſtian princes took Dagyetta, | 
by aflault, but did not long enjoy the fruit of 
all the blood they had ſpilt, and an armament 
which had cof ſims ſo immenſe. Surrounded, 
-near-the canal (7) of Achmoun, by the waters 
of the Nile, andthe; Egyptian army, they 
ee g and liberty by reſtoring 
"Xe conqueſt 


3 Thitty-ons Je 7 Lats 2 ter theilt feat, 8 Louis 
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et Manſoura, ſome time after Louis IX 
pe, A.quarter of a league north o of Manie ous arte, where 
ended g ion of; Louis IX ot ot 11 1 8 Fora 

279i 8 | X2 . | | IX. took- 
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| IX. took Danſietta, Gaithokt ikibs A. 1 
The dajing.yalous oft King hoi hre mim 
ſelf armed into the; watervtamarchiigainſtian” 
enemy, entrenched on hore,.and-theimpetdo- - 
ſity with which he attached them, ſpread tartor 
throygh.theig amy, Which, flying, coνν⁰r 
abandoned a fortreſs. aniply ſtored and capable 
of long reſiſtange : The Arabs; ſoom ufter gu 
covered it, as; I ſhall ſhow in the hiſtory bf the 
deſcept.of Louis IX. but; weary of defendihg 
a plage, Which brought upon them the moſt 
waflike vations of Europe, they hay eraſed 
and. rer built it, higher up the cbuntryfas 
Abulfeda, and all the oriental writers atteſt. 
1 eee eee + 
Damietta being deſtroyed; they built 4 
« town at ſome diſtance, and called it Men- 
* ia, which is become a conſiderable place, 
. where now, (a hundred years after it was | 
8 founded) are ſquares, þazardy,, And a/public; | 
© „ baths, F „The ancient city Vas deſtroyed | 
© in:the year 648 of che egyra f 20 the 
woes it had” brought oh ES = 
<the wars. it had excited, ireduced them-to! 
e. f e toy fortrels, ſreming tc ige 
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vbeflege it imtbrns n Elmetsustzeh uf RBA: 
«fide; Caliph; had w ed it #6684; DO 119) 


Ma gtiai, vonfrming the 6pfalbH ef MBul- 
| fedapremoes all ddubf I Wilk trahfbfibe tlie 
pPaſſageg as (tranſlated by the lesrhed Cr“ 
donne;> ſon af fact! disfigured Bylthé ef f 
ſo many travellers:requirch fulbdemonſtirtidn: 
„Tro years after the departure bf Det 
FLA. untler the reigi of Moa Eulim Aybeh, 
the Turoomang tirſt Sultamof the dynaſtj bf 
+:the; Baharite Mamluks] a repore being 
<:ſpread that: the French threatensd Egypt: 
tej auſecond time} ti was ne ſolvꝭd todeſtroh 
% Damiettai andi ahe place wasraded} dIthat 
not: veſtige remained extept2the grand 
mmſque. iy. Nor was-|this:thovpht" fü 
<auriquuldet3bitoos 6/200G390 21 Hue diunt; 
A I ils 21 bonbayd E von SAW. 
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the ort league from the ſe 
dne ten times, carefully line e : 
r088, ang ſaw the ſaundations of che Walls alin 


amietta. alſo an arch of b 
FFF e 1 
arenen „ Sicannohis. 


audible, The ruins, which; eee | 
ta 


Dake 0 e ce on Beall 22 
he 1 e n two. ſmall torts -beyond.the 
1 fend th ay 


e 7 7 the river. That on the 
| 18 is already half a league inland; the other, more 
b will ſoon be the ſame; for the ſhore. on which 
00 X 3 it 
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1 1 55 an n Ja cl be Nile H 8 
<.the. kt ebe could got enter ſince 
| «when the paſſage s-ſo:obſtreted that up | 
2750 Rag 0 to ancher in the e 1e 
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— 5 3 n.the ; in 
*1lidey higher up the river ＋It is in trality 
league and a half above che village of Bibs; 
- traces. of the firſt, Damietta ate, ſeen: 
The, modern. Abulfeda tells us, Wan, Calles 
Menſhia, and it ſtill contains a ſquare, ſo 
1 nay ths its r Mot writer 


GW, ,£ ak 
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The once will ſhew what great — PA 
have obſcured this part of hiſtory and 5 
20 201 dite Hel Alg en eee ts 
as Tet blo. R © * 2 Hin 2 PP 4 25 1 
it ig built runs, three; leagues into the f. es | be 
now almoſ 85 high as the water, in, leſs than th an a 4 century 
vill them e ee 

(y), By theſe means a fearful "bir ha Yiſei, Hanel 
Beg , not Teſs dangerous ma it ey Kutti und, Tin" 
_ by boats” during” ſeveral months" 6fth&'year. 

Shipwredks are” frequent here; 1 tive four times paſſed 
i but not Wichdüt peri. gn dnl iis Wen af bags: 

6% Father” Sibard frgs, ve. The Jake Mentals; began 
& half a league from Damietta formerly. Thanwatis.”” 
Let. Ed. 5. 340. The Danmietta be means is not the 
ancient Thamiatis 
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ra, Da Yarmic Ot 
Larger and b E z en Rok 
- Balocki) Manig Spckliicer ere ang cn 
t ſitſthe morth eud of Dioictta; 5 
ere 22285 halt of heyn fone, which mi 


5 Mamlaks after th | recoy 

« Fog Ae 100 Mia e Eight ie 
* the — 

Gil hc hs ji at much greater! errhiin 

ſupppſing; Wen gester keimen Damietta 
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4 Biel forrctjobo ih seie POLEaiP wild 
© proje@ted into the" fed half a league Hus aint 
e % NoM .nmin ei eee 
e henden 51 5 D 
Niebuhr, wh has given an n excellegt plan | 
* fo, confolinds ith the unciertit, 4s d ned | 
pallige mers. 1 Hud not che lealttrace bf the walls | 
2 but cthe place where it is pretended: the 

608 barred, by a chain, ſeems viſible. For, on 
00 Fs | 88 255 within the city, is an old high 
à tower i tue rer thete, is Uttle möre than 4 bän⸗ 
died feet ide TRE is Seit) dSceed f adde h Ye 
Feng bares ix ike rower, as Mp, Fe er 
 Earbich is,now-dempliſhed tl e EF 
These towers, which. mad take th Sik! 12 
the ancient Damistta, were hole by, the; nee > 
defend the new city. Finding them «uſeleſs, they ha 
deguoliied-cnie; and employed TIN 
ing {mall fort; at the mouth of the river £ Nan 
25 Jon #t ans of N dT ——.045 . HY BC 
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w Tria 
It. forms. a ſemicircle, eaſtern. 

. oh oe TE om, ok h; 
Rr mouth. 


| 21 ng f 6s, each | 
hal e nymph 


contains "about. eighty. the 
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Red NI Bazards, ed; with. merr 
hog 2. Hale of hang, as 6 as  ſpaciops;.az | 
rlibſe of Boule, 0 under the p riicos, of which 
HET6Uan *Ruffs," "Glks from Mount, Lehanany | 
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ear ' the river, are ve -bigh x, moſh. of them 
is, 11 int e e on Ts les: 


JE A 
Alten e harming, K open to every 


10 © SO 1ogolentl 17 {cated on his, ſofay” 
Falles 5 lite, in {moaking,, viewing tha ſea, 


Nb ded-by the horizon, the ake' 
an ine rd fide, and the 1 8 
ſhy betten the tyro, rraverles.a) ieh enn 
0%, Varig ice # 455 moſgues, Withohigh 
oi Feed), ornament th e city. The ꝑnhlic. baths 
th dit Barble, 5 fiimilar; to. thoſe, of 
Gand Thivo 11 5 u 1 en Js clean, anch the 
e cn © heat, a of ProE fat 


from" Wjurihg, eb 5 gt — —— 
liſhes, It moat 113 5; 2 1 | 
Be Suggs e e mogen 


vr god 


85 


this 


Fs 


— 


2 and che s y | 
Jelrs, add the Monithing © f duced b. 
theipragtibe; babe "obs ed me tc ok en 


| fas 5000 eee 
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ge, gt 15 e _ 0 10 1602 
this etty ald Syria, Prus, and Marei 
The die hb Fad the f 99 Jy 4 
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e rde amounts, o Bere 
re IS. 5 ira 115 gland pounds 
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and their cargoes arc brought. = js oh 0 
practice is productive of innumer ablo-yexations_ 


and ;abules. «The rice of the beſt. quality, which , 
departs in the evening for the ſhi ſbip, ſeldom. 
arrives; there, but, an inferior fort is ſubſtituted. 
during, the night. The captaj ins of Mar-. 
AFR. of : theſe tricks, but unable to 
them, endeavour to repel fraud by 
end, and. traffic becomes a kind of mutual 
robbery.,, The thing moſt difadvantageous te 
che trade; of Damietta js its defeQiys par- 
baur; the road. where. veſſels lie being totally, 
> FIR: gale that riſes the captains. are 


einto the bee, which 


1118 


tta a fin A: we 45 7 "cſpotifin, 


Wes. 40 dhe Food of nations, .;always 
marches towards,deftruRion,. and has nei either 


to Wa 2 


wall, nor Oye. 0 create. How Rrange the 
fatality, by which the fineſt. country on earth 


is become the deſtined prey of a: ſeu robbers, 
wild ſport with Public utiſity and the nves of 


ed gn 4 eb 7 990 37% 8 & Nit 10 2 Sin 3 1918915 


WAY AA CIR 1 i oa, I Len BN * 5" ITO The 
1 1 ; £48 1 © 
1 


ON EGYPT. 35 


"the uf land Where" Dlirictta il Halle! 
ur in n one nde by the river; and oft the 
otder by the lake Menzila,” is only from tvs! 
to fl miles wide eaſt and weft. Rivülets 
inteflker it in every directioh, and render it tc 

noſt fri uitful patt of Egypt. The rice in 
mmon yields eighty buſhels for he, Alt 
other "produits are in the fame proportion. 
Here” nature , eminently and profulcly 'dif- 
playing her Hebes and her Porep. "preſents 


the year bund flowers, fruits, and harvefts; 


* 1 


She withers not in winter; Ae adep st M 
ſummer! She is neither Etch" nor frozen! ! 
The'thetmometer only varies frofti the ninth 
degree above freezing to the 'twenty-forrth 3 
(4) which happy temperature Damietta owes 
to the vaſt quantities of water by which i it is 
ſurrounded. The thermometer riſes twelve 
degrees Higher at Grand Cairo. Verdüre is 
no where ſo. freſh as here; trees no "where 
10 Loaded with fruit. The banks among 
the rice fields bear "feveral” ſpecies "of kecids, 
ome of which gow very high; "among them 
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da According to an entire year's: ut 


only continued during: the day; che eld, 3s, not aneh 
greater at night; for froſt and ſnow are here unknown. 


5 author always means * 5 ther mamater. Fe 
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is the cala Py NON 12 1 wi cog 
orientals write. Its all talk > bears, lang 
| paft6W# leaves, graceful ery nc i . 


a 058 108 Be. Th ents. and; nd; pl 1 
nidücheg, bede Hed with W White I Fe 8. There 
have” 1't en the” Pa 27 in 5 - 


; f at 14 D031 eon. . 
piper” bf the ancient | 287 CPE ont 1 5 : 
tufli, eight or nine cet. high, and an 
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inch thick, bears a lanigerous tuft, Strabo 
calls it biblus, (2, and deſcribes it lo; . | 
ich Leue, "The Totus allo, whigh, the 


fr} 


Arabs Call by the, rimitive, pape ot ouph as, 


ee 


here kaltes 1 p94 ſtalk bh boxe the Waters, 
expands its 1118 calix of, light 2Zure, the 
bien white, and ap ppears the, king.of aquatic. 
_ Tue inland ponds, and. canals, abound, 


gfildat $6398 Oh 

a) The Press We asl is 7 2 Fg OI 
1125 ſeen it on the bankd of lake Mikrectts' 2 : 

ruſh, - with a naked ſtalk ten feet [highs bearitig a: woolly 
tuft. The publicans (receivers of the cuſtoms) who 
farm this branch, of trade, only. ſuffer it to gro in fow 
Plan fon they, may raiſe, the Price, and thus injure the 
public ic good le | Ftraho, lib, 5 alte At” 1908 Pe £1, 

The preſent ſcarcity. of the papyrus in Egypt is owing . 

to this ayidity of the publicans, and the care with which 
they deſtroyed it. I have only ſeen. it round Damietta 
and the Jake M ebzala and moſt travellerss h have 
not : been x. there, haye not mentioned. it 3 ſome, leſs eir- 
eymlped, have denied Ct EA and aeg. ; 
on "FF ſubject. WP wan on Mb <p 


with 


0 * EGYPT Aan 
With this ately flower, hich, nh 4 wat. 
agtecable” 0 dour Far 7h i A Sli 
"This" re many v1 "ears conn e 


moſt of them en have. tnanufatories, here the: 
fineſt "Egyptian cloth is made, pargicplarly,; 


2 isi | 


4 ifs, muth'in requeſt, at the ends ot which, 


are tc-fringe : they are brought e table, 
eſpecially en vilits of Ceremony s the ;flave.; 


pteſetits one to wipe the mouth after,drink=, 


iog ſherbet, 0 C J. or eating 'conſedionary, feryed,; 
on a ſilver” plate. | Round theſe, villages pitre 


ally Are ! mall woods, Where n the trees, Planted; 


promiſcuoully, haye an uncomm on and Rico, ; 
tutelque effect. Beide the, ſycamars Ade 


gloomy * tirnatind | the elegant, caſſig gros 
With eluſtering yellow Bowers, e 


those oF of * the eytiſus; 1 the, top .of- then date, 
loaded with cluſters, lords it above the bower'y | 
andonear its ſhade the citron and brange ti Ti 1 
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Fe Sherbet comes from the Arabie eg 0 54 oe 0 | 
fgnifies:heveratte. "i1It-ig compoſet of lemon Jace ry 
and water, in which perfumed piſte is *diflolved, made + 
fromithe excellent fruits of Damaſcus; "hey uflia pain: 
gle xlictle:rofurwates, | It is à molt agreeable: bevgrage, 47 
the nectar of che orlentals, and drank only BY the 50505 4 
or people ttolice!” ira fevefal rink pick bhi 3 _ 
on-my Viſits x ce Povertibr"of" Dkfetts; ald“ d 1158 At 
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or over the peaſant 8:cat end: their gol- 
den fruit. The long ated honjney-the: ſcarlet 


A flowered pomegranate, and the fweet fruited 


fig, ſcatter charming variety; often ſtraying 


among their meandering paths, ſhaded on one 


kde by trees, and on the other hy cluſtering 
xeeds, impervious to ſight, I have unexpoctedly 
found myſelf on the banks of the great lake 
Menzala. Here a different proſpect roſe: 

thouſands of boats were employed in fiſhing, 
or ſpreading nets, for the innumerable birds 
which hither come in ſearch of abundant food, 


St 


and a temperate climate. I wiſn Sir, to paint 


nature ſuch as I have a thouſand times ſeen 
her round Damietta; but I feel myſelf 
unequal to the taſæ. Imagine all the delights 
that running brooks and freſh verdure, all the 
odour that orange flowers, all that a mild 
| ſuav ity, 2 balſamic air, and a moſt enchant- 
ing horizon can impart, and you will then 
have but a feeble idea of the ſmall lip. of 
earth, included between this expanſive lake 

and the ever flowing Nile. 
A mile ſouth- weſt of the town is an orange 
een which the iohabitants reſort, where 
the walks. are made firaight; and this is the 
way place where art has any way aided 
nature: 3 


ONE GAH x. 37 
e elſe are tlie trees qulanted in 


eee daily went, -eſpeiatly 
during February, March, and pri when 
mne orange is in: flower. Nαο words o 


e:of- 
3 air of theſe delightful ſhades. The 


and their ennie gie branch; und chick 
foliage, all in bloom from top to* bottom, 
wholly exclude the ſun's rays; Each orange 


tree is 4 vaſt noſegay, the flowers of which 
almoſt :conceal the leaves, forming together 


the! moſt beauteous canopy ever beheld:! 


There is a ſmall riuulet beſide each row; and 


twice a day a reſervoir is opened, by which 
the trees are watered. It is intosication of 
pleaſare to walk here at noon; and never did 
I ſo forcibly feel all the delicious enjoyments 


that odours and aromatics scan inſpi ire. Here, 
in theſe hot climates, was I convinced that 
ſuch ſweets, 11 10 nee neceſ- 
ary to thealth. jad Deu ans 


At one end _ r is eanaly full ef 
the papyrus. Entering, on the left ſtands the 


gardeners hut, and a grove of citron and palm 


trees, planted ſo near each other e 
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they. dolce ſweetoeſz beneath h 
I ſhalkconclude this letter 
tale, which will prove that ingidents. nila 
to thoſs % the times of Jacob arg ill. reqmbed 
in Egypt te. The plains of Syria laſt year were 
ravage b clouds of jocuſts, which devoured 
the corn to the very root. A famine followed, 
and a farmer near Damaſcus, ſelt the, effects 


A the, general diſts 
Na 3 reap fargily, he fold his canle 
which, reſource being ſoon * — % che 


3 , © * a> ; 


- uohappy, father, wretched at preſent, but fore- 
ſeeing, greater wretchedne(s to come, pr eſſed 


by, hun zer, fold his inſtruments of hhuſpan- 
7905 amaſcus, | Led by the invilible hand 

 Provideace, as formerly Tobias \ was by the th 
05 „ While he | bargained. for corn, _ lately 
arrived from Damietta, he heard ſpeak © of the 


8 of Mourad 5 . who bad ent: entered 


CVVT Sund 
oo: . «SS a N 


© years, e e deehons 
being en, TY © we led, 5 Bere n were 


* 


2 


* 


5 pewet ſupreriis. "hel 125 
| er er found the deferiptic 


ts old: 5. e * 
a — Pong he home with his pro- 
viſions, told: bis family what he had heard, 

-qerermitied;” immediately, to depatt 
as "His. Boop wile and ſons 


continued fear tormented him; dib Lb. 
2 the ies, ot of His ben By 


. . er rte 6 
ay heavy on his heart; yet, che wiſh to 
ſbatch his family from all the horrors of 


famine, the hope of finding | a 1009 la lamented 


SR * LEE 


reconciled, becauſe Fas found BET an nt fm 
Mourad Bey at length prevailed ; and, forcing his col» 
_ league to fly into Upper Egypt, now reigns in Cairo. . In 
the courſe of theſe letters I ſhall trace their characters and 
incipa actions, which I myſelf have E. a 
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ſon, gave him fortitude. He, continued. his 
journey, came. to the capital, repaired to the 
palace of Mourad, | applied to the officers of 
the prince, and, N ardently,, ſolicited ad- 
miſſion. 125 His "dreſs and appearance beſpoke 
poverty and misfortune, and. were Poor re- | 
 commendations z but his great age, ſo, re- 
ſpectable in the eaſt, eaded, 1 in his behalf. 
One of, the attendants went to the Bey, and 
told him: an aged man, apparently miſerable, 
requeſted, : an audience. Let him enter, re- 
plied Mourad ; ; and the. farmer, proceeded, 
with trembling eps, over the rich carpet 
which beſpread the hall, of. the. Divan, and 
approached the. Bey, w C who reclined on a 
ſofa, embroidered with filk and | gold. Orond⸗ 
ing ſenſations deprived him of the uſe of. 


ſpeech; at laſt, after attentiyely looking, the 


voice of nature vanquiſhing fear, he fell, and 
embracing his knees, e Yau are my. 


fon! The Bey raiſed him, endeavoured to re- 
collect, and, after explanation, finding him 
to be his father, made him ſit down by his 
ſide, and careſſed him moſt affectionately. 
The firſt guſh of nature over, the Sire de- 
ſcribed in what deplorable ſtate he had left 
| his mother, and brethren, and the prince 
propoſed 
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propbled to ſend for, and "with + tem of 
vide his fiches and 12 "if the hey ul 


embrace Iſfamiſin. This the ee chrif 
tian hack foreſeen,” and, fearing. youth. might 
be "dazzled, took not one of his ſons with 
him. He, therefore, firmly | rejected Mou- 


Cf! "SE 3) 


ratf's offer, and even remonſtrated with bim 

| on his own change of religion, 2 The Bez eu. 
fading” his father determined, and that his 
family's dict els demanded immediate ſuc- 
cour, ſent” him back to Syria, with A. large 
ſu m of money, and A veſſel lo aded with 


141 111. 


cotn. The hap PPy . huſbandqman immedi- 


149 


ately returned” to the "plains of Damaſcus, 


RY3'T! 1 


where, | His arrival baniſhed bes > and tears, 
from h his homely roof, : and. "brought Joy, 
eilt, And fee. 35 

＋ his, you berceire, Sie, "A greatly reſerm- 


bles tb hiſtory 'of Joieph ; "and would r more, 


| bs alk 
perhaps, did we Know all the incidents, 12 
; -JT 03 Datuov BZD A! 7 ry: * II 8 20 ＋ as 1 Say, 
zac! Jnhave _ honour to be, &. Da 2. 
zid vd awob zit mig Packt 45881 eld 5d 03 
5 1144 5395780 tree bft 
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On ankles”: Pelaſum, unknown 70 madern 

travellers} its tration} and decline with 

remarks on Furama, not far rom 1, where 

the Aribs plate 4 Tomb, which, probably, 

is that f Pompey the Greati' The lake 1 5 

now" Menzala; its iſer and uncient 1c 

_ with obſervations on its fiſhery; outlets 2 

145 Meadterraneun, and nmumerabit u 5 


4 1 101035 — ne 3 3 E3 C311 Br 12 14 13 34 11 * tis A 10 8 
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iN 1 bags tote bee en 


Perinat SY 1 Biel and ſtood at the 
eaſtetn exttemity of the lake Menzala; its 
name, figmifying mud /,. deſeribes its 
marſhy ſituation, which, accordin g to Stra- 
bo, ( was but two miles from the ſea. Its 
origin, like that of moſt” ancient cities of 
Egypt, is too remote to be known z it flou- 


iſhed long before Herodotus, and; being a 


barrier city towards Aſia, the Pharoahs made 
it a conſiderable fortreſs: one of them raiſed 
2 rampart, extending wry leagues,” from its 

(e. e means mud: de. Arabs "have Hrs ih the 


name, and called it Thineh, mud. DIAG 031 T9: 15 
(f) Strabo, lib. 17. 


walls 
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walls to Heliopolis. Hiſtory ſhews us that 
the long wall of China, thoſe which the Greek 
emperors built round Conſtantinople, and 
A expenſive, but i wy | 


„ 4 3 


a to ſecure a wo 1 warriors are 8 tr 
than walls: men are only. to be repelled by 
men\ The bulwark of Peluſium ſtopped not 
Cambyſes, who attacked it with a formidable 
army and the feeble ſon of Amaſis, not fore- 
ſceing the deſertion of two hundred thouſard 
Egyptians, who went and founded a colony be- 
yond the cataracts, had no force ſufficient to op- 
poſe the torrent which ravaged his kingdom. 
Cambyſes, after a. bloody battle, in which his 
enemies were ſlaughtered, entered . Peluſium 
triumphant; and, from this memorable day, 
which ſaw the deſertion of one part © of che mili- 
tary of Egypt, and the ruin of the other, we may 
date the ſervitude, of chat rich land, which 


has ſince paſſed under the yoke - of the 


. Peckang,,., Macedonians, + Romans, Greeks, | 
-Arabs;; and Turks, A ſtate of flavery of 
more than two thouſand years ſeems to have 

made her chains eternal. 8 
_ Herodotus, who was at PeluGum ſome years 
after its conqueſt by. Cambyſes,.. has a paſſage 
N . which 


NN _— 
Es 2 5ĩ 
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1 
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Ky 
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Loeb „exe mh the plain, 


wy 
ho 


**« where the 1 rmies had foug at, and ſaw 
f IE d Jet. W DOS «fl agg 
it covered wit þ heaps of human bongs: on 


2 ifi 


1 


"ve « the e one ſide were thoſe of the Perſians, don 
"the other thoſe of the Egyptians, the natives 


. de 


z 


_— 


f. « having ca c refully ſeparated them, after the 


* 1701 
« battle, Wee it not for the exp anation I 


| a reccived, chere was one Nee mapld | 
Fe * have. appeared. very. aſtaniching. I The thin 

te and. fragile ſkulls of the Perſians broke, 
15 when, gently . ftruck_ with. a ſione; While 
'& thoſe of the Egyptians, thick.and compa aft, 


148 


05 welke the ſtrokes of the flint. 2 This dif- 
« ference of ſalidity they . attributed to the 


— 285 . 7 : 


C cuſtom. the Perſia ans haye, from. - cir 
F No 8055 and the 
5 N 5 IVE: RS 5 | 


1 contrary. Qne, of f the, ; Egyptians ins, of of ſhaving 
* their children's 5 | beads, and leaving them 


92 Ar 


F i bare, expoled | to the heat of the.ſun : w which 
* * explanation appeared fatisfactory 2 a 75 


1 15 | 


The fame cuſtom ſtill bare I have 


95 1 1 1071 15 


every. where ſeen, the Children of the com- 


199 747 
3 16 2. 97 


mon people, whether rynping. in 


it 


alembled round the Villages, or ſwimming 
in the waters, with, their heads ſhaved, „and 


3 N 
” 181. 2 


bare. 8 Let us; b ut imagine the hargne 1% 


e Herodotus, Thalin 723 32919 sid eg. 
; no ED Kull 
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ll cult er; his" expat to the 
"ſeorchin Shun „ An- e i ed 


i 


at the rem © of 0d otus. Fladen paſſed 
from 51 the Fes fian dominion” to ö that of Alex- 
de ed the brave Antony, | general of the 

| Horſe ade c Gabiuius, took it from his ſuc- 
f 'ceflors..” 15 Rome reſtored it to Ptolemy 
" Ruletes. * Pompey. the great, whole power 


bad , re-eſtabliſhed. this 3 Jette brince « on the 


AS > 


3 fatal battle of 'Pharſalia, in e, He 
; landed at the entrance. of the Harbour, and, 
Auit tting Cornelia, his viſe, and bons, re- 
7 Fited, be Sophocles. this W The 
10 free o man, who. ſeeks an eſy lum in in the court 


rr 


: He theſe met Jeath | 1 'Searcely Nag] be oped 
on, ſhore before be” krhetorician T heodorus, 
à nativ ve of Chis, the. courtier Septimius, and 
br. POET "Achillas, *A © who commanded the - 
5 troops, deſirous of a v itim for the conqueror, 
pie rced him with their, ſwords... Jo Seeing the 
afanus come, Poi n e. hid his Face i In his 
80 nd. died I ak 2 Roman. n. Fils head 
5 e embalmed, 38 e en for Czſar, and 
is body Gaſt naked on the ſhore ! Thus 
Was this great man, whoſe warlike talents 
oo” 7 4 had 


fe 


Aj ( ene of A 1 


4 FETDERSO. 


lad made the Romanb tet of dne 
W the territories of 44 king) ar 
owelf to him  hig-erown l His froedman, 


Philip, favoured by: darkneſe, oollected the 


wreck::of a boat, and, taking off his mantle to 
in- wrap the melancholy remains of his maſter, 
huent the body, as waz the cuſtomn. An od 
ae who had ſerved under Pompey, 
mingliog his tears with thoſe of Philip, 
aſſiſted him in eee laſt duties to the 
mannes of his gencral. 3 U 54:9 51 Borg! 
Peluſium had ae taken and pil 
laged in the wars of the Romans, Gtrelcs, 
and Arabs; yet ſtill preſerved its commerce 
and wealth till the time of the Cruſades. 
After taking it by aſſault, the chriſtian princes 
facked it, and no more rifing 8 from its roins, 
its inhabitants, as I have, aids, remoyed to 
Damiatta/. {cy ds wid nin ooraiogs hom ho 
Farama, e usded * ache Arber -:fome- 
What eaſt of Feluſium, ſuceceded it, bot did 
not long ſubſiſt, for it was ruinous in the 
thirteonth century. Abulfeda, 72 citing 
Ebn Haukal, toys: here was the tomb of 


are 13200059 ech ie 6h dd d honpy 


| Galen. 


OMB UBT * 
u is — Ten celebra ated 
place CI — Adulſedonnibos! 
tions: muſt bet that of Pompey, — Bling: 
places ſdrne: diſtance from Mount Caſius T. 


Abulfeda adds citing Ebn Said; that the 


iſthmus of Suez is only twenty- tree leagues 
wide, in this part, and that Anirou intended 
to have tut 4 canal that ſhould have. come 
municated with che two ſeas, but was pre- 
vetited by Omar, who, wanting a marine 
feared to give the Greek ſhips a paſſage into 
his: ſtates. This enterprize, > though! grögat, 
would probably; have been executed by che 
man who conquered Egypt, and dug tba. 
vigable canal from the Nile to the Red Sen. 


229 i400 Hitag ad; us d 1; ids! 171? 


i) Galen, after ſtyqying phyſie ax Alexndria ey 
the age of thirty-f ur, to Rom where bis lear 
Alen foon TR PP ith 


of merit, appointed him his phyſician, which he Af 
ward was to &wo/of his ſuoceſſors · Weary of the court, 
Galeg, retired to:Pergamus, his aAtive place; where, 
pafling . the remainder of his . Af in, calm, Pie 
he died, 3 as ged . three. 

0 Pin. Hiſt. Nät. Lib. v. 0 . TM r 
Farama ate near Moant Caſius, and the tomb men- 
tioned by Ebn Haukal ſeems to be that ve e 
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iq . be-Reink branch; ant procted. 


ing _vieſtward: along the ſea ſhore, e come 
to the Tanitici mouth, ſo named from Paris, 
. an iſland ef the 


„ and! the capital of a Nomos. It fldu- 
a nitbed, under Auguſtus, He but Abülfeda 
informs us it as deſtroyed, in his time, and 
chadi become unculti vated and forſaken: 
:; Several fiſnermen have aſſured me, during 
my ſtay at Damietta, they Had ſcen marble 
columns and ruins of grand edifices in an 
iſland of the lake. I intended to have vi- 
ite them, but on account of the great 
expence of ſuch a wyage, in purchaſing 
permiſſion of the gavernor, and obtaining 
one of his officers aud ome: Janiſſaries to ac- 
company me, I was obliged to fenounce this 
_ May ſome one richer than myſelf, 
or aided by government, ſearch this grand 


| . obſerve the; depth of its months, de- 


ſeribe the antiquitiea it contains, (and per- 
form, what aecindddada. traveller have under- 
Kiens! 55 Ae! * = fit 2900 NMI. 


After 3 Tale comes pits dene 


9 75 $trabo, Iib. Kar TTY 


CYL 2 Wo 27 P3954 267 228 5 Tis . 
7 mouth, 


mouth, ſo named from the ancient-oity of 
Menges {my;:; famous for at temple, 3and 
ther indecent eeremonies of the goat} the 
origin of which was this, according too He- 
rodetus Gel. Hercules ardently intreated 
410 A Jupiter would ſhew'himflf to him; which, 
deaf to his prayer, the God refuſed. At 
length, overcome by bis interceſſtonb he 
tt. conſented, on condition it ſniould be in 
* the form of a goat; and, covering 1885 
_* felf.with-the ſkin of that animal, he 
de peated to the heto. The apt 50 
*, preſerve. the memory of this event repte- 
r ſent Jupiter with the heat of a got νν « 
: „When the ſacred animal dies, che Men- 
E A neee obſerves a general x mourn- 
5. ing. Deeency forbids me to cite the re- 
3 of this paſſage; thoſe who deſire" to 
Know how far the phrenzy of bigetry may 
carry an ignorant and ſuperſtitious Pune 
may conſultithe original itt. 
Ihe traveller who would find the ruins df 
Mendes muſt, according ts Herodotus and 
BRadRs Mech: Ruaurrnot far from the canal of 
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en) An Egyptian ng beuge ben irt 
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| n on e banks of, iche lake Wen- 


ei Sf nt 400-7 
| 


Before wee come to 


have deſcrjbed a new e one on Igor map , #17 10- 


3 11 ' * 1 1 54 [1 


ticed by any geographer, which Lob 


TY © F 


T2 * "> 


a | Voyage | I made thither, when the Nik 1 


. It is about a hi andred ang | fifty feet w ide, 
the current toſerably, ſtrong . but 1 know not if 
deep, or be not dry F part of the year. 

2a. 4 natural « channel which, the waters of 


N have ave opened into th bes „ into 


* 


511 Part W. 
u f pen of the iber might, 
1 6 give. paſſage. to veſſels. A leag ue 


er er is. the Phatmetic branch, now. "that 


BUY, | 


Boprlos, near the Sebennytle mquth, 
fo rms t he headland. »'Y is. terminated by 
the Roſetta, formerly the Bolbitine branch; 
and, : Anciently, extended to the ; Canopic 


0 8 here the Delta be pins, and 


branc 10 „which falls into the de, near / Abou- 
Nr "Theſe 2 e mathe 175 the Nile, 


ſung by the Poets /p, which once were all 
navigable, and which only thoſe of Roſetta 


and Damietta nor are ane amine 


$ 4 > ; * 1 2 11A WS A 
% N 4 4 


0 1 Et FIT gemini turbant cepidat oftia Nil. Virg. 
Ferque N ri ere fumins Nis Ovid. 


n e 
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| * [ 113.10 Wings Id » £0 ta ft 
n u be BR: i preſent hs 
condition, of. E cg, they ſeem more dif 


J 5109 AN 210190 
to ſhut than to open t their ports to ſtrangers.” | 


pd £548 


FM | | % 
. remains for me to ſay ſomething brane 


cerning the great lake, 'whoſe. banks e Have 
been coaſting. . Strabo 2 and the Ar 900 


2 31 


writers call it Tanis, after the city 


8 3 


name. It is now named Menzala : : is 12 
are foft, in the time of inundation, a nd be 


come - brackiſh. as the river retreats within 3 X 
| channel. It was the fame. under the rei 


OILY 


of the Caliphs.. « The N ile overflowing a 
ce. "the ſummer folftice, the canals w which 


$A Ss 


« diſcharg e "themſelves into the N 


15 make Ae waters ſoft; D "and the reflux of 
04 3883 


4 the aa, during winter, renders them | alt. 
: {| i243 194 
« | There ate Iſlands in "the lake, built over 


£168 &- CL 


« * like, towns, a8 Nabli, Teuns, Samnas, 
end Haffan-Elma, which can only be 
175 roached” by boats. wy WIR A Vllt to 


33 10 . e 2 dali 2013; 526 9791 
6 22 j Strabs, 106245 # o\$,\ 4390, 3412 yo Zuul 
1750 Dur bekkes Tall nel tall of Nil f l b db 
mgouha. Ona aza gezar fiielcheta ila aouan; el-bah- 
rhaleb, fe maleh maouha. Oua fiha meden met! ie 
Zair tatheif elbehira, . ua hie Mabli, oua Tuna, oua 


Sammas, qua Haſſan e ma; oua tarik ila ouabada menha 
ella belſafen. Geagraph Nubienſ. ſect. 3. 
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theſe 
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n no modern travedieridbns 
examined, and where manuſcripts and an- 
tiquities might be found, ſcems an _— 'of 
importande. „ 29toom-gtit whe ! 
About twelve hundted ABA. annu - 
ally paying fix- and - thirty ſhillings to the 
receiver of the Pacha, continually fiſn bn the 
lake. Among the various ſpecies of fiſn it 
ſupplies, ſome are excellent, ſuch as the 
 queyage, the gemal, the Hurd, tlie ſole, and 
the giltthead- The quality of the waters 
gives their. fleſh whiteneſs, and / delicacy of 
flavour: they are ſold; in Damietta, and the 
neighbouring towns; and in ſuch abundance 
that a large nn or; e eee 7 
Pence. nw ond bona bar nt Ogata 
The Bourri, or lets is the moſt benefi- 
cial of all to the fiſhermen, who open the 
ferales, - and take out the re, of which / they 
make, boutargue, i by ſalting, and yend-- 
it through all Egypt. The various outlets.of -- 
the laki © to the Ne, ang. Wen dende 


— 4 * 2 


river ond 1 ſwarm. and nern hos: 
infigitely ;. ſupplying. two thouſand fiſhet- 
men, and; clouds. of, birds, without apparent: - 


(i) Tbey fale the c roc, and dry it in the ſun z it i: 


- food well known to the ſailors cf — ; 
E. } 2 SES S. . | ; imi- 
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diminution. Nature has dbns ſo much ft 
Egypt that the: fecundity of its edrth "Un@ 
Waters is inconceivable;'wherefore: Has it eber 
been a nurſing-mother to neſg ighbburing 
nations. The waters of the lake ate \covered = 
with wild-gerſe, ducks, teal, divers; Aid the 
ibis. I have killed: ſeverdb of tlie latter in" 
the miarſhes near Roſetta; their clas and 
neck are long, and bodies ſmall; alternatefy 
black and white) and they feed on fifh, frogs⸗ 
and: reptiles. Here alſo fe many cbm 
rants, the grey and the white heren, fnipegs, 
rice · hens, cranes;'red-ſhanks, &e." The birds 
which! moſt attract notiee are the Alver: Wan, 
proudly: ſwimming in the watefs; the 
flamingo, with red and black wings, and 
the ſtately peliean; the latter ſur piiſes "the 
others im its majeſtic port, height, and ape 
and, by its White plumage, rivals the Twan Tn” 
beauty. It is ſcen among the birds that 
croud che. dale; rifing above thein all, With / 
its tofted head; Ike their meurch: Nitro 
has provided i: with an exctedingly ſtrong 


beak to over pOwer large Hh he Afabs 7” 
bave found means to time" and teach it to 


give them the prey. The -only” pelican of © 
this. eels PTY in France Was in the Royal 
VFC Menagery, 


* 


» 
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Menagery ; and, though long captivity, and a 
ſmall extent of water, where the bird could 
not diſplay itſelf, deprived it of much of its 
beauty, yet, its proud form and white plu- 
mage ſhewed it ſtill to be a moſt noble bird. 
I have mentioned ſome of the principal 
ſpecies of birds that frequent the lake, but the 
variety of their colours, the diverſity of their 
cries, and their prodigious multitudes,. I can 
give you no idea of | Far as the eye can reach 
they cover its ſurface. Every minute innu- 
merable flights deſcribe vaſt circuits in the 
air, and gently deſcend on its boſom; others 
flying the approach of the fiſhermen, riſe in 
clouds to ſeek the ſolitude they love; here a 
vaſt family, aſſembled in a flock, ſwim, 


and there others, rifing on the wing, bear 


their prey in their beak. The continual mo- 
tion, the vaſt of waters, gently ruffled by the 
wind, diſtant iſlands, brightened by the ſun- 
beams, boats, cutting the ſilver waves, banks, 
| ſhaded by groves, variegated by villages, and 
decked in eternal verdure, all preſent an ever 
changeable, but ever charming proſpect, which 
I have a hundred t times enjoyed with INE 
pleaſure, 
1 have the honour t to 0 dc. b 
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tbe Giza , Damiutta e diroryr taking of 
nDamietta's: march: of the army up the” Nile 
ro the canal of Manſfourat attempts io fs 
it: danger of tbe paſſage: and the victory 
dea ds which follootil. Death f the. 
Comte d Arroit. Tating *of Louis IX. and 
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Is 'E RE. od 4 io ite ae of 
Saint Louis into Egypt, extracted from Join= 
ville ad: Arabian authors; and- verified on the | 
pet. maid . tin tte; [error a nn 
N inten hs; ille abi 3 
moſt of his PRASAD remai n to join 
at i Ar lors Dami- 
etta. He failed on " Whirfro-Mondaywhods 
Limago,..accompanigd: by ghtcen hundred 
Vol. I. veſſele , 
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veſſels, great and ſmall, the moſt formida- 
dle ſquadron the Mediterranean had. beheld 
with ſhips to a vaſt extent; and, during the 
paſſage, the prince of the Morea and the duke 
of Burgundy joined the royal fleet, which 
in four days anchored in the- road of Dami- 
etta. Nejem Eddin, of the race of the Ayou- 
bites, then governed Egypt and Syria. 
Learned in the trade of arms, by the wars 
he had ſuſtained againſt the Cruſaders, 
* Chareſmians, and inhabitants of Damaſcus, 
and the victories he had gained over theſe 
enemies, which had confirmed his power, 
and eſtabliſhed his authority among the ſol- 
diers ; equally politic and brave, as capable of 
wielding the ſceptre as the ſword; himſelf | 
dictating orders to his miniſters for. the inte- 
rior government of. his kingdom, and anſwer- 
ing the petitions his ſubjects preſented, while 
he formed the plan of a campaign; ſuch, 
according to Abulfeda, was the king Louis 
had to combat. When the French monarch 
arrived at the iſle of Cyprus he had quitted 
' Syria; and; foreſeeing the ſtorm, which me- 
naced the Mahometans, would burſt over 
Damietta, had added new fortifications ' to that 
| ls | 
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important place. Having ſupplied it with 
a numerous 'garriſon; © proviſions, and imple- 
ments of war, Pübper to ſuſtaĩn a long ſiege, 
he removed to Achmoun Tanis, to obſerve 
the enemy's motions. Though dangerouſly 
ill, he neglected nothing which might fruſ- 
trate their deſigns. Facr Eddin was ſent with 
a conſiderable body of cavalry, to oppoſe the 
landing of the French; and, poſtiug himſelf 
near the Giza (t) of Damietta, and the weſ- 
tern ſhore of the Nile, and the HR Os 
en cafily impede their debarkation. 

The Egyptian army, properly drawn up, 
was ſeen by the fleet two hundred paces from 
the ſhore, with the mingled ſounds of drums 
and trumpets, colours flying, burniſhed arms, 
reflecting the ſun-beams, / and a face of 
war, which awed the bold, and terrified the 
timid. The king called his barons to con- 
ſult on what was moſt expedient; who adviſed 

him to wait the coming 7 of . reſt of his 


, gain 204 gw tb A 04 © 

+ (4) Sixa, as have, faid,. Genifte auge or Lend, This 
1 the moſt diſtant ſuburb of Damietta, built on the 
other ſide the Nile. A mount of ſtones and rubbiſh till 
marks its ſeite, facing the ſmall village of Eſba. The 
bridge to Damietta began here: I have carefully ob- 
ſerved theſe places on my various journeys hither, and 
wanted chem on the map. 


„ army 
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army before he ventured a deſcent in prefence 
of an enemy ſo well intrenched. Louis 
rejected the puſillanimous advice, and obſerved 
that the road Ju) of Damietta was ſo expoſed 
that, ſhould a ſtorm riſe, the fleet would 
either be diſperſed or driven on ſhore : he 
therefore gave orders to land on the morrow 
morning, and commanded an attack on the 
Egyptians, ſhould they not refuſe to give battle. 
On Friday, the 4th of June, 1249, the 
boats, with the French army, rowed towards 
the ſhore; as they landed the enemy's cavalry 
fell upon them, but the ſoldiers, fixing their 
bucklers in the ſand, and preſenting” their 
lances, formed a pointed wall. Their reſo- 
lute | countenance | cooled” the Mahometan 
impetublity, and they only galloped about, 
and threw their javelins. When the king 
ſaw the royal ſtandard erected on ſhore, he 
jumped from his boat into the ſea, and, wade 
ing up to the arm- pits, marched" ſword in 
hand to the enemy, The French, encouraged 
wa oa [I ran to the e and gained 


ef ti 101; f 159] #4. $5 


= The N had 3 9 vp the Nile that | 
the French fleet could not enter; and, the road of Dami- 
. etta being very dangerous, the determination of Louis 
was' Ou en wa Dart e of Bir 4816017593 
L e 4 bloody 
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2 bloody victory. Two Emirs were- ſlain ; 

which loſs, and a deſcent ſo bold, ſo terrified 
Facr Eddin that he paſſed the night on the 

bridge of Damietta, and haſtily fled. A panic 

fear at fight of this ſeized the garriſon, who 

cowardly abandoned the bulwark of Egypt, 
and the inhabitants eſcaped in the dark. 
The French entered on the morrow without 
oppoſition. Thus a city, which, thirty years 
before, ſuſtained a ſiege of ſixteen months, 

was taken in one day. The French flag was 
diſplayed from the towers of Damietta on the 
Sunday, where abundant ſtores, and vaſt quan- 
tities of arms, were found. The victors, after 
giving heaven thanks for this fortunate con- 
queſt, deliberated whether they ſhould not di- 
rectly march for Grand Cairo: this would have 
been their wiſeſt courſe;. the Nile being low, 
they would have found fewer impediments; 
hut Louis refuſed to depart before the arrival 
of the Comte de Poitiers, his ter who 
brought the arriere-ban of France. 


The taking this important FINCEY Ae 
conſternation through Grand Cairo, whoſe 
inhabitants imagined the enemy at their 
gates. The Sultan'! 8 illneſs increaſed their 
terrors; and ſo great was the alarm that 


the timid fled toward Upper Egypt, while a2 
Z 3 7 few 


few brave men, animated by the love of their 
country, joined the army of Nejem 'Eddin, 
who, accuſtomed to the fortune 'of war, was 
not diſcouraged by this unforeſeen accident; 
though he cauſed fifty of the principal officers, 
who had ſo diſhonourably quitted their poſts, 
to be beheaded. Facr Eddin he durſt not pu- 
niſh'thus, fearing to excite a rebellion in the 
army, where this general was beloved; but 
he ſternly reprimanded him, and, removing 
to Manſoura, he was active in putting it into 
a ſtate of defence, at which the whole army 
laboured. Fixing his camp between the canal 
of Achmoun and this town, he refolved to 
wait for the enemy in a poſt ſo advantageous, 
and prevent their paſſing the river; mean 
time he ſent ſome ſquadrons of light Burn 
to haraſs the French in their camp. 
The critical moment was loſt in urg 
for the Comte de Poitiers, by which the 
Egyptians profited, fortifying themſelves, and 
aſſembling their forces. Their panie over, 
they ſkirmiſhed round the French camp, 
which the Arabs entered in the dark, making 
ſome ' priſoners, and flaughtering thoſe they 
could not carry off. The lord de Cour- 
cenay was thus * after ey had kil- 
led 
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led the centinel before his tent. The king 
then encompaſſed the camp by a deep foffe, 
and made the archers mount guard at night. 
The favourable ſeaſon for marching up the 
country was. waſted, and the ſwelling of the 
Nile daily filled the canals which interſected 
the plain, and rendered the march of an army 
difficult, in face of an enemy who might 
impede them at every ſtep. The, Legate, 
according to the cuſtom of the age, ordered 
proceſſions to haſten the arrival of the Comte 
de Poitiers, three ſucceſſive Saturdays, from 
Damietta to the ſea. They were very pom- 
pous, the king and the lords walking 
in them. The prince at length arrived, at 
which the camp rejoiced. As ſoon as he had 
landed, Louis aſſembled his barons, to adviſe 
on their future proceedings; opinions were 
divided; the Comte Peter of Britanny, and 
moſt of the lords, held it beſt to go, immedi- 
ately, and beſiege Alexandria, one of the keys 
ef Egypt. They obſerved this city had an 
excellent harbour, where the fleet mi ight 
winter in ſecurity, and the army, while con- 
| quering the country, might, by this means, 
receiye the proviſions and ſuccour it ſhould 
"IO adding that, the ſhips, neither being 
2 4 able 
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.able to enter the. Nile; vor remain in the 
road, the French would be in danger of 


periſhing by famine, ſhould any. misfortune | 
| befall them. Theſe were weighty reaſons ; 
but the Comte d'Artois thought differently, 
and, faid, he who, would kill the ſerpent 
ſhould cruſh bis head; and therefore it was 
beſt to march immediately for the capital. 
Louis, rejecting the advice of his barons, 
5 followed that of his brother, forgetting dhe 
obſtacles; he had . encounter, and departut 
Was reſolyed on. VV 
; DE Nejem Eddin died e and of eee 
of an abſceſs, in the lungs, in the flower of 
bis age. The, dultana Chegeret Eddour, 
whoſe genius was. ſuperior to her ſex, in- 
ficad of ſinking under the misfortune, em- 
ployed, herſelf in ſaving the ſtate. Sending 
for, Facr Eddin, general of the armys and 
the eunuch, Dgemal Eddin, who poſſeſſed 
great authority, ſhe intreated them to aid 
her in the government, and keep the Sultan 8 
death ſecret till the arrival of ber ſon Touran 
Shah, who was in Diar Bekir, and to whom 
| couriers were diſpatched. » Buſineſs was tranſ- 

acted, and orders were ſent through Egypt, 

in the Sultan's natne, as if he had ſtill been 
iy living "Rl 
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-Aiving 5 which" policy kept the troops from 
deſpondency, and by cone ealing the loſs of 
Nejem Eddin from the enemy, prevented 
; them from profiting by ſo favourable à cir- 
nſtance. At the beginning of advent, the 
French army fx) left the plains of Damietta, 
and on the yth of December encamped at 
Fareſcour, where it remained to dam up a 
canal which ran from the river to the lake 
Menzala. This they eaſily accompliſhed, 
becadſe they raiſed their mound at its mouth. 
Facr Eddin ſent five hundred” horſe, well 
mounted; to diſpute the paſſige' of the river, 
who poſted themſelves on the oppoſite ſhore. 
Bpite of their bold countenance, the Templars 
croſſed firſt; and, the king having forbid them 
to attack the enemy, formed their ranks. 
This caution emboldened the Arabs, who 
conſtrued it into fear, and: re the T6 em- 
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18 2 Macrizi, who 5 e —— | 
like him, t the departure of the French in the month of 
: ecember, but attributes it to the news of the Sultan's 
death; whereas, it is certain, from Joinville, the F rench | 
did not bear of it till they encataped near Manſoura, and 
khat the arrivab of the Comte de Poitiers was the reaſon 
of this daring and dangerous march during the inunda- 
tion. Thus diſtorjans, vein ſun often miſjaken 

M in their Eaules, od f 

a | | lars | 
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plars furiouſly, flew. one of thoſe. brave wars 
riors, beſide Renaut de Bichiers, their mare 


ſhal. Indignant at the ſight, and incapable of 
reſtraining his ardour, he-exclaimed, © Upon 
© more.” The whole corps immediately was 
in motion, and fell on the Egyptians, whoſe 
ranks, unable to ſuſtain the ſhock, | were 
broken; part of them were ſlain, and the 
reſt driven into the river, where they periſhed. 
This ſucceſs unfortunately encouraged. dif» 
obedience, | which occaſioned all the Conſe» 
quent diſgrace of the French, my 
The army encamped, the | ſame day at 
Sherimſah, a village not far diſtant, without 
moleſtation from the enemy ; its march was 
flow, becauſe arms of the river, or large 
rivulets, were continually to be dammed up. 
It next encamped at Baramoun, and did not 
1 at Manſoura till the 19th of Decem- 
| ber. Between the town and the French was 
Fa canal 'of Achmoun, which muſt. be 
paſſed to attack the enemy, entrenched on 
the oppoſite fide; /y} and in order to gain 


„ 
1 of this 1 important place. 8 float 
(5) In the aig accompanying the fins eien of 
| Joinville, ns at the Louvre, by order of the king 
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A fleet of F boats accompanied the 
army, Which it plentifully fu pplied. They 
fought by land and water. The canal of 
Achmoun is as wide as the Saone, and much 
deeper: its banks in general are ſtecp, and 
it was impoſſible to paſs it by ſwimming in 
face of the whole force of Egypt. They, 
therefore, determined to throw up à mound; 
and baliſtæ, and other machines, proper to 
throw / ſtones, were erected, as were two 
wooden towers, with covered galleries, to 
protect the workmen; but, inſtead of begin- 
ning at the mouth of the canal, as at Fareſcout, 
they went half a league below, which ren 
dered their enterprize impoſſible; for, as they 
advanced, the Egyptians made deep cuts, 
which, ſuddenly bearing the waters againſt 
the mound, deſtroyed, in a moment, the work 
of ſeveral weeks. III ſucceſs did not deter 
the engineers, who obſtinately continued the 
plan they began with. While the work wis 
purſued with zeal, Facr Eddin, ſecretly, land- 
ed e at N who CCPH 


| te > PR of . is 0 1 Manfouns, con- 
trary to truth, and hiſtory. The French muſt have 
come from Upper Egypt to beſiege this town, if ſo; ot 
* would not hays met with this canal on their paſſage. 

attacked 
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attacked the camp, and occhfibhel ſome 
diſorder. Joinville, Who, with the Tem while 
guarded! the Damietta' fide, haſtily arm atmell, and 
repelled the enemy. This induced Louis to to 
cut a-'foſſe fröm the kanal f Achmoun a | 
the Nile, which gave ſecurity to the camp. 200 
The fruitleſs labStite" of the mound" were 
continued. The enemy, c bold, a ſecond 
time attacked the camp „and, after an obſti- 
nate fight, were repelled, with 166,” by the 
Comte 2 Anjou. They then fell on ti part 
defended' by the Comte de Poitiers, "bit a 


retire. Noetwithltanding theſe Apt the 
Arab horſe continually fltirted the army, and 
ſeized on all ſtragglers. The FN | 
mound was not completed; the Egyptians 
ſhowered ſtones on the workmen, and gave 
ſtill greater annoyance by the erde fire, 
- which they ſeveral times caſt, and burnt the : 
towers and galleties, in defiance of the efforts * 
of the French. Joinville, who was on guard 
one night at the mound, gives 4 terrifying | 
deſcription of the greek-fire. ** The fire 5 
« caſt was as large as a tun, with along burn- 
“ing tail; its noiſe in the air was like 
66 thunder, and it ſeemed, a flying dragon. 
« The 
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« The light it gave was ſo great that I:could, 
5 (00; throughout. the camp as clearly as in 
45 open day.“ This artificial fire conſumed 
the body on which it fell, without a poſli-, 
bility of its being extinguiſhed; yet the | 
burning the towers and galleries made them 
not abandon an ill conceived project. Mod 
was collected, from the boats, te build nem 
works, which. underwent the like fate, 5 in 
ſpite of the valour of the French. This laſt. 
misfortune ſpread deſqlation enn ies 
camp, and all hope of paſſing the canal was, 
given up. While they deliberated on return- 
| Ing to Damietta, the conſtable,,. Hymbert de 
Beaujeu, came to tell the king a Bedaouin (. 
had promiſed to diſcover. a ford, if they would 
give him five hundred beſans of gold. Louis 
conſented; the ford was found; end the 


Duke of Burgundy was left to guard the camp. 


while the king and his three brothers went 


to combat the Egyptians. On the Sth of 


February, 1250, the French cavalry, 


by the Bedaouin, aſſembled, by day- break, 
before the ford, two leagues. diſtant, from the 


Nile, and, entering the waters, which were | 
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arts 


2) BeHGuin comes from HE inhabitant of the = 
2 ng > Arabs are ſo called. N a 
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dion; the {a} horſes ſwam as far as the middle | 
of the canal z but, finding footing,'thiy:ſoon 

reached the oppoſite bank; though ſeveral 
were dromned in this dangerous » paſſage; 
among whom was John of Orleans. Some 
three hundred Arabs, who defended the paſt, 
were ſoon put to flight. The king com- 
manded the Templars to lead the van, and 
the Comte d Artois, with his corps to ſuſtain 
them. But this prince, ſeeing the enemy fly; 
could not moderate his ardour, and purſued. 
The grand maſter of the Templars ſent to 
beg that he would wait, for that it was his 
right to march firſt, conjuring the prinee not 
to diſhonour him by taking a poſt oonfided to 
his valour. Without daring to reply, the 
Comte liſtened to the remonſtrances; but, 
unfortunately, Fourcaut du Merne, his brave 
ſquire, who held the bridle of his horſe, was 
deaf, and, not hearing what was faid to the 
prince, continued advancing, and calling aloud 
«© Upon them!” Perceiving this, and thinkin 

their honour at ſake, if they did not n 


(40 J oinville and Macrizi both ſay the Nile. was then 
at its higheſt, which is extraordinary, for that was the 
ſeaſon when the waters ſhould have been low. Arabian 
hiſtory, indeed, contains ſimilar examples, and the inun- 
dation has been known a month or two later than uſual. 
their 
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d their horſes, 


heir rank; the Templars pur 
and gallopped toward the enemyl Terriſied 
at this unforeſeen attack, the Egyptians fled 
on all fides, abandoning their camp; while 
theſe brave, but imprudent, cavaliers, van. 
quiſhing all who refiſted, came to Manſoura, 
foreed one of the gates, and entered the city. 


Faer Eddin, who was then at the bath, ſcarce 


had time to dreſs himſelf and mount 2 
horſe, without ſaddle or bridle. Collecting 


ſome of his ſlaves to oppoſe the torrent, he - 


and they were ſlain. So ſudden was the 
attack, and the rout ſo rapid, that the 


Comte d' Artois and the Templars were in 


Manſoura before a part of the army had 
paſſed the ford. Had the troops been all 


united, and the victors ſuſtained, the defeat 


would have been general, and Manſoura, and, 

perhaps, all Egypt, conquered. But there 
| was a ſpace of two leagues between the van 
and the rear of the French army. Bibars 
Elbondoux Dari, chief of the Baharites, 


(% Nejem Eddin had beſieged Napoli, a town in 
Syria, where, his troops flying, the Baharite flaves ſuſ- 
tained the ſhock of the enemy, and gave the prince time 
to . This ſervice gained his confidence, and, ſue- 

ceeding 
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ga the error, and profited by it like a able 
general, rallying the ugitives, aſſembling the 
6 and throwing 
himſelf between the city and the main body 


of the French to prevent all communication. 
While he fought divided troops, and ſtopped 
the paſſage of Louis the Comte de Poitiers 
and the Comte d Anjou, the Egyptians, ani- 
mated by his example, took courage, and 
attacked the too haſty cavaliers, who were 
combating in the narrow ſtreets of Manſoura, 
2 were n, ſeconded: by the inha- 


hs 


1 to os fm of * cal 3 la, inſtead of his. 
brother, Melec Eladal Seif Eddin, he beſtowed many 
favours on them, and raiſed them to the firſt employments. 
Quitting the caſtle of Salah Eddin, the former refidence . 
of the Sultans, to inhabit that he had built in the iſle of 
Raouda, oppoſite Old Cairo, he appointed his favourite 
| Nlaves to guard it; and, as the Arabs call great rivers 
Bahar, or ſea, they took the name of Baharites, or maris 
time. Having aſſaſſinated Touran Shah, the laſt of tie 
family of the Ayoubites, they reigned over Egypt and 
Syria a hundred and thirty-ſix years, and had twenty= 
ſeven kings. They were Turks, originally, bought of 
Syrian merchants, by Nejem Eddin, and were dethroned; 
in their turn, by the Mamluks, or Circaſſian ſlaves, in 
the year 784 of the Hegyra, who formed a new dynaſty, 
which continued till the conqueſt of Egypt by Selim, i in 
2 Ee 92 ; of the Hegyra. | 
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bitints Who ſhowered” ſtones: on them from 
the tops of their houſes. The French funk 
under the general affault ; two thirds of the 
Templars, and near 'three hundred knight, 

perithed's' the Comte d' Artois, after perform⸗ 
ing wonders, fell, covered with wounds; 
amidſt a heap of dead; an unhappy victim to his 
own diſobedience of orders: with him fell moſt 
of his officers. Joinville, and feveral brave 
knights, took refuge in an old houſe, valor- 
ouſly defending themſelves againſt hoſts of 
enemies, but with little hope of eſcaping 
death, moſt of them being dangerouſly wound- 
ed. In this extreme peril, Erart de Severey, 
who had been cut in the face with 0 ſabre, 
and bled exceſſively, ſaid, 15 Knights, if you 
« will | ſhield the memory of me. and my 
« deſcendants from all blame, I will go and 
«© demand aid from the comte qͥ Amon, whom 
« I perceive yonder in the plain.” All ap- 
plauding his reſolution, he mounted his horſe, 
galloped through ſquadrons of the enemy, 
and came to the prince; Who, hearing the 
news he brought, went to the relief of Jets. 
ville and the reſt. Thus were they, indebted 
for life to this gentleman ; ; who, almoſt dying, 
dreaded a difhonourable grave for having 
iI. Aa abandoned 
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abandoned his companions, though it was 
only to bring them ſuccour. _ 

The corps which the king 5 
advanced on the plain, and ſuſtained every 
attack of the Turkiſh and Arab cavalry. 
Mounted on a noble horſe he appeared a 
Hero amidſt his ſquadrons ; ; his helmet was 
gilt with gold, his ſword was German, and 

his arms highly. burniſhed ; his fortitude, for 
the carnage was great, inſpired valour. The 
armies were ſo cloſely engaged they could 
only uſe the mace, the battle-ax, and ſabre. 
While he found employment for the beſt of 
the enemy's horſe, John de Valeri adviſed 
him to turn to the right, toward the river, 
that he might be ſuſtained by the Duke of 
Burgundy, and not ſurrounded, which coun- 
ſel his generals approved. The officer who 
| bore the Royal Standard received orders ac- 

cordingly ; this movement expoſed the ad- 
vanced troops, and ſcarcely had they retreated 
a ſtep before the Comte de Poitiers, and the 
Duke of F landers, ſent to tell the king they 
were loſt, if he did not face about and give 
them time to join him. He halted, and, juſt 
then, Hymbert de Beaujeu came to inform 
him the. Comte d Artois, encompaſſed by 


enemies 7 


, 1 
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enemies, ſtill defended himſelf in a houſe of 
Manſoura, but that his death was. certain, if 
not directly relieved. Tell him, ſaid the mo- 
narch, I follow you, and, inſtantly, the con- 
ſtable, Joinville, and ſome cavaliers, left the 
main body, and haſtened toward the city. 
Scarcely had they proceeded a quarter of a 
league before a large corps of the enemy, 
coming between them and the king, prevents 
ed him from advancing,.. and Joinville, ſecing 
it impoſſible to join the main body, or gain 
Manſoura, where the Turks were victorious, 
propoſed to. the conſtable to poſt. themſelves 
on a bridge over a large rivulet, and prevent 
the enemy from attacking the French in the 
rear. The offer was accepted, and ſix cava- 

liers undertook to keep the paſs. Mean time, 
the different corps of the chriſtian army, 
divided and ſurrounded by the mahometans, 
were vigorouſly driven back, toward the 
_ canal; a great number of cavaliers, thinking 
all was loſt, haſtily threw themſelves in, but 
their fatigued horſes could not gain the oppo- 
ſite ſhore, and, in a moment, the waters were 
covered with arms and drowning men. 
The king ſaw his life in danger; abandoned 
by his troops, ſix Turks, ſeizing his horſe's 

A 2 2 „ 
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bridle, were leading him priſoner; but, with 
unſhaken fortitude, collecting all his ſtrength, 
and uſing his excellent arms with agility 
and addreſs, he, alone, vanquiſhed his fix 
enemies. This heroic action topped the 
fugitives ; aſhamed to forſake a king who 
ſo bravely defended himſelf, his knights 
crowded round him, and, as if the prodigy 
they had beheld had given them new powers, 
furiouſly renewed. the combat, and repelled 
the victors. | 
Joinville and Hymbert, who ſtill kept their 
poſt, ſaw the Comte Peter of Britanny 
coming from Manſoura, his face covered 
with blood, heading a ſquadron in which both 
officers and foldiers were moſt of them dan- 
geroufly wounded, and purſued full ſpeed by 
the Turks. The conftable and his ſmall 
troop flew to their ſupport, and robbed the 
enemy of their prize. Joinville invited the 
Comte de Soiffons, his kinfman, to ſtay and 
guard the bridge with him, and prevent the 
mahometans from taking the French in 
' the rear. This brave knight accepted the 
offer, and Hymbert, ſeeing them deter- 
mined to guard this important poſt, went 
ſar a reinforcement. Peter de Neville, ſur- 
„„ ä named 
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named Cayet, joined them; and theſe three 
knights, their lances in the reſt, and co- 
vering themſelves with their ſhields, defend- 
ed the paſs againſt every attack, ' Two of 
the valiant guards of the king, named Wil- 
lian de Boon and John de Gomaches, kept 
before them, nor could the Turks make 
them retreat a ſtep. The arms 'of theſe 
generous warriors were ſtuck with darts. 
Peter de Neville received a blow on the 
head from a mace ; Joinville was wounded 
by five javelins, and his horſe by fifteen, 
While thus expaſed to a thouſand perils, 
the Comte de Soiſſons, incapable of fear, 
pleaſantly ſaid to Joinville, The hallooing 
« of this mob, Seneſchal, is fine ſport ; 
„ by god's quoif (it was his uſual oath) 
« well talk of this day in our ladies cham- 
« bers.” Gallantry we find ay ACCOIN- 
panied French valor. 
The conſtable kept his word with the 
heroes of the bridge; brought them ſuccour 
toward the evening, and drove off the ene- 
my. They then joined the king, who, as 
well as his ſoldiers, had fought all day, with- 
out eating. Night coming on, both armies 
retired, T he Sieur de Chatillon commanded 
A* 7 the - 
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the rear guard, and part of the French ar- 


my, maſters of the Egyptian camp and their 
war machines, there paſſed the night. The 
other part, under the Duke of Burgun- 
dy, was encamped north of the canal. The 


Comte d' Artois and many a lord loſt their 


lives on this day, which had ſeen the taking 
of Manſoura, and the total defeat of the 
Egyptians, had the attack by the French been 
general, as the Arab writers themſelves con- 
feſs {c). But, unfortunately, the King's 
orders having been diſreſpected, the French 
were divided, and the addreſs of Bibars pre. 
vented them frem re. uniting. While guard- 
ing the bridge, Joinville ſays he ſaw. many 
a pretty gentleman flying, full ſpeed, whom 
no calling could ſtop: but that Guion de 
:Malvoiſin; with a company of knights, his 
kinſmen, and the Comte Peter of Britanny, 


returned gloriouſly, and honourably, from 


Manſoura, where” OY, 19 . alized Weir 
aer. | 


(. Macrizi, who has well deſeribed the expedition 
of Louis, owns Manſoura 1 were loſt, and the Mahome- 
tans totally | defeated, had the F rench attacked 05 A 
_ and not by diviſions, 1 5 

on 


On the morning of that memorable day, 
they had flown a pigeon, { d) from Man- 
ſoura, to carry the news, to Grand Cairo, 
of the death of Facr Eddin, and the flight 
of the Egyptians. The letter ſpread con- 
ſternation, which the fugitives augment- 
ed: the gates of the city were open all 
night for their reception; but, on the mor- 
row, another pigeon informed them of the 
ſucceſs of Bibars, and the Baharites. Glad» 
neſs ſucceeded ſorrow, the citizens congratu- 
lated each other in the Soon and public 
rejoicings were made. 5 
The enemy were armed by ſun riſing, and 
made an irruption into the camp to regain their 
machines. from the French. The attack was 
on the fide guarded by Joinville, who, hear- 
ing the cry, to arms, roſe ; but he and his- 
ſoldiers were ſo ſtiff with their wounds they 
could neither wear helmet nor cuiraſs. They 


(4) This eulen, which Pr ſubſiſted in the caſt, 
is now loſt; though, not long ſince, the merchants of 
Syria uſed thus to inform their correſpondents of the 
arrival of ſhips at the port of Alexandria, whence, | 
letting a pigeon fly, the news reached Aleppo in five 
or ſix hours. The Caliphs had eſtabliſhed this rapid 
mode of intelligence from Cairo to Bagdad, ' 


Aa '4 marched, 


marched, however, to the enemy, who, ha- 
ving forced the van guard, were near ſeizing 
their baliſte. The king ſent a reinforce- 
ment, under de Chatillon, and the Egyp- 
tians were driven beyond the pallifades. 
Eight Turks, at ſome diſtance, well armed, 
intrenched behind a mount of ſtones, and 
fuftained by a body of cavalry, ſhot their ran- 
dom arrows into the camp, and wounded many 
ef the ſoldiers. Joinville was reſolved to 
attack them, during the night, and deſtroy 
their intrenchment ; bat John de Vaſſey, 
one of his prieſts, had Jeſs patience ; he put 
on an iron helmet, and a cuiraſs, and, taking 
a large ſcymitar under his arm, walked to- 
ward them. They paid little attention at 
the ſight of a fingle man, and he inſenſibly 
approached ; when near enough, he drew 
his ſcymitar, ran upon them, and, with his 
two handed ſtrokes, put all the eight to 
flight, which valorous action rendered him 
famous throughout the army. 

Touran Shah arrived, and the Sultana, 
whoſe fruitful genius had found reſources, 
and held the reins of government in times fo 
difficult, remitted them to the new Sultan, 


who came to 3 appeared at the 
head 
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bead of his troops, and ſhewed than the 
coat of mail of the Comte d'Artois, affirm- 
ing it was that of the King. Brave 
% muſſulmen, added he, the enemy have 
e Joft their chief; redouble your efforts, 
*« they cannot withſtand your valour: let 
* us make a general aſſault to-morrow, force 
« their camp, and exterminate theſe French 
“ from the earth.” The foldiers loudly 
_ applauded, and prepared to do their duty. 
Louis, . informed by his ſpies of the medi- 
tated attack, commanded each chief, at 
day- break, to diſpoſe his battalions, in 
good order, behind the palliſade of ſtakes 
they had fixed to prevent the enemy's ca- 
valry from penetrating the camp; which . 
orders were obeyed. At ſun-rifing, the 
Sultan was ſeen, on a ſtately ſteed, ranging 
his troops from the canal of Achmoun to 
the river, the cavalry in the van, the in- 
fantry in the rear, and ſtrengthening his 
lines, in proportion to the enemies he had 
to face. His troops thus prepared, he diſ- 
played his colours, about noon, and {ſounded 
the charge (a fearful and confuſed noiſe of 
drums and trumpets) and the Egyptian army 
aſſailed the French on all ſides. The Comte 
. d' Anjou, 
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d' Anjou, at the front of the camp, next 
Manſoura, was the firſt attacked. The foot 
advanced, and, having thrown their greek - 
fire, the horſe ſucceeded, and, forcing a way 
with their ſabres, entered the intrenchments. 
Moſt of the French cavalry were diſmounted 
at the battle of Manſoura, and the prince 
fought on foot with his ſoldiers. The num- 
ber of the enemy, their ſuperiority as ca- 
valry, and the dreadful artificial fire they 
employed, threw his battalion into diſorder, 
and, ſpite of his valour, he was in danger of 
being taken or killed. This news being 
brought the King, he flew to reſcue his 
brother with what cavaliers he had, and 
penetrated ſo far into the croud that his 
horſe's bridle was covered with the greek- 
fire, and himſelf in danger of being burnt. 
The Egyptians, however, could not ſtand 
the ſhock of the King and his en 
knights, but retreated in diſorder. 

Next the Comte d Anjou were the cru- 
e commanded by Guy d'Ibelin, and 
Baldwin his brother, near whom was Walter 
de Chatillon, at the head of his ſquadron. 


Theſe two ne full of 8958 knights, and 
excellent 
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excellent cavalry, repelled every aſſault, and 
ruined firm, not receding a ſtep. 

William de Sonnac, grand maſter of the 
Templars, having before loſt moſt of his 
knights, fortified that part of the camp he 

guarded with a double palliſade, to which 
the Egyptians ſet fire, and, ruſhing through 
| the flames, affailed him with fury. The 
valorous Templars, though covered with 
darts and arrows, formed an impenetrable 
rampart, and their grand maſter, who had 
loſt an eye, at Manſoura, received a wound 
in the other of which he died. ' Joinville 
aſſerts that behind the ground they occupied 
was a large ſpace ſo covered with JR 
as to hide the ſurface. : 

Guion de Malvoiſin, who cominanded: a bat= 

talion near the Templars, defended himſelf 

ſo well that the enemy could gain no advan- 

tage; but the brave chief was near n 

conſumed by the greek- fire. 

Comte William of Flanders and his forces 
extended along the river: he boldly received 
the Egyptians, repelled them furiouſly, put 
all to flight who oppoſed him, and killed a 
great number. Walter de la Horgne here 
e ſignalized 
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ſignalized his courage by high deeds of arms, 
The Comte de Poitiers was next in order; 
but, having only infantry, his troops were 
broken, the camp penetrated, and the prince 
ſeized. The women and butchers, ſeeing 
him led priſoner, began to ſhout, armed them- 
ſelves with hatchets, fell upon the victors, 
drove them from the entrenchments, and 
recovered the king's brother, | 
. Jocerant de Brancion, one of the moſt 
valiant knights in the French army, defended 
that part of the camp next the canal: his 
ſoldiers were all on foot, he alone on horſe- 
back. The Arabs, ſeveral times, broke his 
| ranks, but the brave Brancion, with ſabre in 
hand, continually rallied his men and repulſed 
them. He and his ſoldiers, however, muſt 
have fallen, had not Henry de Brienne, from 
the Duke of Burgundy's camp, annoyed the 
enemy with his croſs- bow men, over the 
canal, every time they renewed the attack. 
De Brancion had been in ſix- and- thirty com- 
bats and battles, where he had always borne 
away the prize, and on this day, not the 
moſt inglorious of his life, received a great 
number of wounds of which he died. 


Night 
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Night ſeparated the combatants, and, on 
the morrow, the King aſſembled his Barons to 
conſole them for their loſſes, and excite con- 
ſtancy. ! Gentlemen,” faid he, let us return 


% Heaven thanks, and take courage: we have 


* paſſed the canal, driven the enemy from 

« their camp, and, without cavalry, oppoſed 
e the whole power of the Sultan. Diſ- 
couraged by reſiſtance ſo obſtinate, Touran 
Shah, in fact, deſpaired of forcing the 
French camp, and determined to ſtarve 
them. Their army was abundantly ſup- 

plied by the proviſions collected at Dami - 
etta, which were brought to them by the 
ſmall fleet they had on the river, and the 
Sultan properly judged that, could he cut 
off the communication between the camp 
and Damietta, he might conquer thoſe by 
famine which he could not by force. Every 
means accordingly were employed; a great 
number of boats was aſſembled, unrigged, 
tranſported on the backs of camels near the 


canal of ann e q and nen in a proper 
8 Place 


ce We 528 from Abulfeda there were W | 
towns and villages in Egypt called Mehalla ; the place 


here meant is three leagues below Manſoura, where 
X there 


fleet at this place have intercepted their convoy. 
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place for an ambuſcade. The French fleet 


9 unſuſpectingly was, as uſual, bringing pro- 
viſions, when, approaching the iſle where 


the Sultan's gallies were hidden, the Egyp- 
tians ſuddenly appeared, ſurprized their ene- 
mies, attacked them furiouſly, ſurrounded 
them, killed about a thouſand ſoldiers, and 
took fifty large loaded boats. The Egyptians 
thus become maſters of the river, there was 
no longer any communication between the 
camp and Damietta; and ſcarcity ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded, with diſeaſe, its dreadful attendant. 
The wounded, wanting nutriment, periſhed, 

and the dead bodies, floating on the river 
and the canal, corrupted the air; a de- 
ſtructive epidemic malady ravaged the army, 
and few of thoſe who were attacked eſcaped 
death. Their fleſh dried on their bones, 
their livid ſkin was ſpotted black, and. their 


8 is a ſmall canal, $f mouth of has is hidden | 
by an iſle, which ſeems a proper place for an ambuſ- 

cade. In the edition of Joinville printed at the Louvre, 
a note is cited, in which Macrizi mentions Mehalla, 
and they have erroneouſly ſuppoſed he meant Mehalla 
Kebira, capital of one of the provinces of the Delta, 
and fix leagues above Manſoura. The French muſt 
have had their proviſions from Upper Egypt, could C 
gums 


- « 4 


0 N EGO WET. : 367 


| gums were ſo prodigiouſly ſwelled: they could 
take no food till the excreſcent fleſh was cut 
away. All whounderwent this operationſhrick- 
ed moſt lamentably. Such was the condition 
of an army lately ſo flouriſhing. The Arabian 
authors agree with Joinville in giving a 
terrifying deſcription of the deplorable ſtate 
of the French, encompaſſed by enemies, and 
preyed on by all the horrors of famine _ 
diſeaſe... | NY 5 60 8 
The remaining 5 nn Damietta, on 
the 7th of March 1250, made a new attempt 
to bring ſupplies to the army, but were all 
taken, except one, belonging to the Comte 
of Flanders, which ſo valiantly defended 
itſelf that it forced its way to the camp, 
where it brought the news of the defeat of 
the two fleets, and the impoſſibility of re- 
ceiving ſuccour from Damietta while the 
gallies of the enemy ſwarmed on the river. 
This added to the conſternation and afflictions 
of the French; and Louis, after adviſing 
with his Barons, reſolved to retreat over a 
wooden bridge they had thrown acroſs the 
canal, and join the Duke of Burgundy. 
That the enemy might not profit by this 
SE penn „ 44, motion, 
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ns why rear eee whole 
Egyptian army fell upon eee anal 
impetuoſity was repelled by the 
with which they were received: enemy 
however ſucceeded enemy, and a part of 
the army, preſſed between the wall and the 
canal, and aſſaulted with the greek-fire 
and Javelins, was in the utmoſt peril. The 
| valour of the Comte d' Anjou ſaved them, 
and. repulled the Egyptians Geoffrey de 
Muſſenbourg, who fought by his ſide, diſ- 
ringuithes himſelf by heroic deeds, and mes 
rited the palm of that day. 8 i 
The French, encamped behind the — — ; 
| of -Achmoun, were in ſafety from-the ſword; 
but not from contagion and famine,” to which 
Louis, as well as his ſoldiers, was ſubjected. 
The camp daily became a vaſt. cemetery, 
where death ſclected. his: victims. A truce 
now only could fave the remains of the army, 
and this was propoſed to the Sultan: miniſ- 
ters were mutually appointed, and the French 
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Kon that the knights of Jeruſalem mould be 
reinſtated in the places they had loſt in Syria. 
Fhe' parties not - agreeing, the conferences 
were broken off, and the French had but one 

reſour e, which was to gain Damietta. It 
rm n, on Tueſday night, the 


© (72, The Crufaders attacked Damietta, in the year 
127 8, and took it, after a ſiege of ſixteen months. 
Sultan Melek Elmakel retreated, two days march from 
the city, and encamped at the angle formed by the 
canal of Achmoun and the Nile, where Manſoura was 
built. The Cruſaders. followed, and encamped on 
the oppoſite bank, facing 'the Egyptians, who in- 
tercepted the communication between the European 
army and Damietta, and the latter offered to reftore the 
city, on condition Jeruſalem, Aſcalon, and Tiberius, 
were ceded to them, which propoſal was rejected. The 
Sultan made a cut from the Nile, then at its greateſt 
height, and inundated the enemies camp, ſo that they 

were up to the middle in water, and, had it not been 
for a cauſeway, muſt have been all drowned. Melek 
then threw bridges over the canal of Achmoun, and 
ſent troops, who ſeized the mound, and the Cruſaders, 
burning their tents, and war machines, would have 
returned to Damietta, but found it impoſſible. They 
then offered to reſtore the city, and peace was con- 
cluded, on that condition, in 1221.— Thus far Ma- 
crizi in his hiſtory of the Arab dynaſties. | Louis, en- 
camped in the ſame place, offered the ſame conditions, 
but was not equally fortunate, 8 | 
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350 of A pri; = the king  commane 9955 
©:þthers 0 the engineers to cut the. c 
”" Which 1 held: the bridge over the canal of , Ac] 
2 Fry When it Was dark, the troops 70 

10 fle off toward | Damietta, and thoſe whom 
* tet 0 prevented from Walking of. kicling 
=Y deſcended the river in boats, among whom 
Was Joinville. Louis, | though weakened by 
A uyſentery, would neither forfake "his" . 
| Hor be the firſt in flight; © on the LW Ys, he 
"kept with the rear - guard, coma | d by de : 

Chatillon; Geoffry de Sergines, ef ill his 
officers, was the only one To fuſed to 

Abandon him is this "dangerous p poſt,” At 
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2 break,” the be Eayptins 125 ING: the 4 army 
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10 not been aeg e 05 e it; 
; And the "cavalry, full gallop, TIA up With 
-"the 'French at Farefcour. The rear-guard 
"was firſt attacked, where: Geoffiy 'de Sergines 

met intrepidly defended his King, admirably 

_ wielding, his mace and ſword, and repelling 

- Akilants. He led him into a houſe in the 

village, were fatigue and diſeaſe made Him 

faint in the arms of à tradeſwoman of 0 

kecovering, he * the e 0 n be ler 
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him. ; Wah #gainft, the 
g delpera ly at "he 
 ipſpiced- by the hope of ng : 
 ored, did wonders, and 
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Knights, che king SRO oi to Nell: 
ee to, e e x 
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-the king, 'his brothers, ind_ the wh e army, 
were taken brilomers. 7, Walter & Charts 


85 
KC were. * 
2 


had alone deferided' a ſtreet; * 
foez 3 completely armed; and. w in 

wich a, moſt tremendous for," a5 the 15805 
dane appeared, he flew, to the rencolltiter, 


14 _ e 1 1 


crying, Chatillon! Knight 1. Wbete are my 
brave and vanquiſh ing thoſe e that faced 
hy. So about. to attack the atfailants, in 


»S + © 4 


rear. e en, 2 great, number, of 


4 


ue va lets babe 80 Jouve . Kl. 


* 


by :fing fiſts might have eſcaped to D „ but, 
though this would haye been moſt prudent, the grne- 
rous prince refuſed to a leave ſo many. brave,men expoſed 


to the enemy, and his cnn made, choice of the moſt 
Ae onion eee 


Wan B bz enemies, 


. . 
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enemies, Rlenzed With Arrabrü, A A AOR | 
fatigue, he fell, and they cut aff his head. 
- The king and the priſoners wgre conductell to 
Manſoura, nor had thoſe in the boats a better 
fate; they fell into the enemy is hands, hO 
forced ſome of chem into. the river. Joinville 
eſcaped fleath by a kind of miracle, being fo 
feeble. he could ſcarcely, ſtand vpright. They 
Were going to behead him, had not = generous 
Arab, pity ing his fate, taken him in bis arms, 
and exclaimed, with all his force, He is the 
king's couſin. This ſaved his life, and he, 
with, many, mare lords, were taken to Man- 
Jour, Ralph de Wanon, who was in“ the 

fame boat, had; been; hamſtrung in 2 former 
battle, and ce cquld not ſtand: an old Arab had 
compaſſion on. him, and eim in all the 
5 wants of nature. n e 124. cn 8 
Touran Shah. ſent fifty robin to Wenke 
his lords, who put them on, except Louis, 
0 rho tefuſed, baughtily, ſaying he was ſove- 
reign of a kingdom as great as Egypt, and it 
was derogatory for him to appear cloathed in 
the robes of another monareh. The Sultan z 
invited him to a banquet he had prepared, 
but, equally joflexible, he let them underſtand | 
be Nee the Sultans aim in this polite- 


EAA SH, a & {1 * neſs, 
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neſ::tindiche defirethe''had Probl exhibit Hit 
tor his army: ad bob: Stool nene! 
e Wen Hhougind“ Fresch Wöse EEChatbl. 
Their number embarraſſec Tura Sha, | 
ad. the barbarian,” nightiy, Had | font | 
ot five hundred taken” from priſon WP" 
eee -beheadedzi who refuſe t Eff. 
brace Mahometaniſm by Seif Eddi, fie 
eruel : miniſter of his vengrante. Peter f 
Britanny was appointed to treat of the! releaſe 
of Louis and the priſoners. The Egyptians 
required them to reſtore Damittts;) and the 
Pladts „they held in Syria; the latter article 
was rejected. The Mahometans broke 6ff 
eee endeavouring to effect their 
purpoſe: by fear, ſent armed men wherd tte 
king and his brothers were guarded; Who, 
flouriſhing their ſabres, threatened to ſtrilt off 
their heads. Finding theſe menaces ineffec- 
tual, and chat. nothing could induce a king 
whoſe ſoul was: ſuperior to adverſity to com- 
eeuc of 4njuſtice, ther negociation was 


£395 


_ reſtored} for the deliverance 6f the in ab 
2 to which Louis cnHented, provided 
bis gucen ſhould approve the tfeaty: The 

LOR 4s | B b 3 Nee 


he added, the queen, is en xithout... 
whale FOnfmta}: ae: ps Teen 
grant a a form: Þ, 55 ee 
generous, declared he would remit a Bre | 
of the ranſom, and the parties agreed, and their 
oaths mptually exchanged; the Sultan 7 com- | 
manded.. them to put the King ca: „ 
nd n (S564, erer bebe ere | 
50 10 Pre e 
„While the articles were gase, Jip 
and ſeveral Lords: impriſoned in a diſtant tant, 
ſaw, a, company, of youth, armed with ſcyme- 
targ, headed by an old man, enter; whom, 
knowing, the nightly executions, they ſup- 
poſed the niniſters of death., The old man- 
aſked them, in a, graue yoice, uherher they 
believed God had died and riſen again fore 
them. They anfwered in the affinmative, 
Thin, be, ppt Jiſcovragery rapid this graves; 


LO t | what he ſuffered for you, 2 id if he. 
had. the power to riſe. from the dead he wi 
N deliver you when he ſhall think fit. nj 
ing he xctized,. impreſſing their minds wi 

aſtoniſhment, and ACTING: hope in th f i: 5 
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Bertl. Sb after they learnt the treaty ab 
coneluded which feſtofed them ts freedom. EO 
Toutan bak kad brought With! Kitt, from 
Diät Bebir- ſome half a hündred couttiers®*” 
who had gained his confidence; and the be- 
ginning of his reign was ſignalized by ie 
degradation of his father's fervattts, and tft? 
riſe of his favourites. The formlr Ba lub 
ceflively arrived at their offices and dignitits* 
by real" ſervices, and were” ſutldenily* Krippel. 922 
that theſe new intruders might ert he 
moſt important poſts.” The grandes and 
officers of the army were diſguſted at thit 
injuſtice; but the bad policy of the Sultan 
did not ſtop here; hñe was indebted for the 
vidory at Manſoufa, and the” defeat of "the" 
French, to the valour of the Baharites;" Fat 
| from rewarding, and thus gaining the affect. : 
tion of à corps Neſam Eddin had formed, 
formidable for its valbur and power, ' he todk 
their” employmetts from them, ad gave © 
them to underſtand they ſhould be diſbandeg.?* 
Suell impridetice did bur excite their indig-"" 
nation: hate brobded in the heat. and venge- 
ance only waited för a pretext; Which the 
Sultan ſoon gave chem? During the negoci- 
ations,” he had retited to Färeſcbur, the” 
IFTEA(L 0 0 + theatre 


© 


. 
6-0: 
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theatre o of his vietor , whiere'a wooden tower 
was erected on the bank of tis fixer, "together 
with magnificent tents and: here he en- 
ampet , waiting the reſtoration of Damietta, 
WIS cted by "ſucceſs and flattery, he in- 
dulged in debauchery, and every kihd of 
voluptuouſneſs Gold glides like water from 
the bands of ſuch a king: his expences be- 
came exceſſive, and to ſupply his pleaſures, 
he demanded reſtitution of his father's trea- 
| ſores of the Sultana Chegeret Eddour, with 
threats, if not immediately ſatisfied. This 
ambitious woman ſaw the fall of berſelf or 
the tyrant inevitable, went to the chief of 
the Baharites, enumerated the ſervices ſhe 
had rendered the ſtate in its day of- diſtreſs, 
the eſteem in which ſhe held that corps, and 
the ingratitude of Touran Shah, ending by 
imploring their protection againſt a king who 
had vowed implacable hatred to the friends 
of Nejaſn "SOR 85 oye 4 10 


ith they were ber too eh inclined. | 
She was Pprotniſed' redreſs, and the death of 
the Sultan ſworn. The very lame day, Bi- 
bars, having ſeduced his attendants; entered 
wa tent. -while be was "at able, made a 
Aroke | 


0 N robes. „ 


grole ab hi With, a Sheen which, mould, 
hays cloven, his fkull , ad ibe..not-pacried, 
it with bis hand bis fipgers.were..gut offs. 
and he baſtily fled,., purſued. 2 the aſſaſſins 
into che tower on the bank of the. Nile, 


| | and [ſhut the door. The French, +thens, 


proceeding, to Damietta, having, Cs lab 
| this place, wert witneſſes of a moſt 
ſcene. The murderers, finding they could 
not gain admiſſigg, ſet fire to the tower, In 
vain, did Touran Shah ern he; would abdicgtg 
the throne, and only require to return, ta 
Diar Bekir: they were deaf to his inter« 
ceeſſions and groans; ſurrounded by the flames, 
he leaped from the top of the tower, Put, g 
nail catching his mantle, he; remained. ſuſn 
pended; the harbarians fell upon him, hacked 
him - with. their- ſabres, and caſt him into 
the rixer, near the boat in whigh . Joinville 
was. This horrid tranſaction paſſed, in fight 
of the; Egyptian army, who made not 12 
ſingle effort to ſave their king, ſo highly 
were they irritated by his imprudence. „Thus 
miſerably - prriſhed the laſt. Sultan of the fa» 
mily of the Ayouhites, As in Egypt 
1 Salah Eddin. err Pogobs wanived and 
n the g Huben. the Sultana was de- 


i wa clared 
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Eddin, the ſecond Baharite Sultan, was aſſaſſinated in 
who reigned in Egypt, Iſhref Hadge, voluntarily ab⸗ | 


under two· and- twenty kings, governed Egypt... 1215 45 


„ LETTDAS)/ 


clated Queen the firſt ſlaye who reigifed over 


Egypt during the reigu of the Arabs. Some 


ſay ſhe was a Türki others an Armetiian-þ"the = 
Had been bought by Nejem Edin whom 15 
ſhe ſo captivated, that he never ſuffered her 


to be from him, but took! her to bis wars. 


Money was coined in her name, and Ernir 
Azed Eddin Aibah, the ee SS 
named Generaliſſimo 61h. 


7 1) The Sultana eſpouſed him 2 fter the” hal ce 
three months, and diveſted herſelf of ſovereign power 
in his favour. He was the firſt Sultan of the dynaſty; 
of Baharites. After reigning ſeven years, f. e, per-: 
ceiving he was tired of enjoying the title of ing, 


only, while ſhe had the authority, and that be was' 3 


inclined to other amours, had him aſſaſſinated, thouphz/ | 
to pleaſe her, he had divorced a wife uy be lone. | 
a violent hatred againſt the Sultana, bribed her women ® 
to murder her, and her corpſe, thrown naked into a 
diteh, remained three days unburied, but at laſt why” 
entombed in the ſepulchre ſhe had prepared. Nour 


two years time, and ſucceeded by Bibars, who reigne * 
glorioully, ſeventeen years. The laft of the Baharites = 


dicated royalty. Barkouk, ſucceeding him, began the 
dynaſty of the Mamluks, or Circaſſinn ſlaves, Who 


years. Thoman Bey was the laſt, hom Selim cauſed 
to be hung under one of ine ba of Cairo. 0108 
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ON EGYPT yogi 
The affaffins)(Enterell "the ſhips that con- 
tained the French priſoners, and he who® 
had ended Touran Shah, witk his *harid It! 
recking «with blood, ſaid to Louis, What 
t thou give me for having rid thee of 
thy enemy? The king made no replyͤõx Sel Oh 
veral of theſe wretches leapt” ſabre in band 
on board the galley where Joinville was «= 5 
many Lords, and, flouriſhing' their weapons, 
itened. to ſtrike off their heads. The 
ttagedy they; bid beheld ad terrified "theſe" . 
brave knights, and, not 1 Leis pious than, nl v 
5 liant, thinking all was. over, fell on aber 153 
knees before a Trinitarian friar, and} all to- 
gethier, began to confeſt their ſins. The eroud py 
being great,” and tlie prieſt unable to h N 
them all at once, Guy d Vbelin, conſtable 
of Cyprus, confeſſed to Joinville,, who re- 
plied with admirable naivets, According to 
the power God: has giyen me 4 1 give tice 
abſolutlon. 1885 Bayärd, thus, the knight, with⸗ py 
out fear « or "reproach, mortally wounded, con- 
feſſed himſelf. under an oak to his ſquire. 
Thefe Lords, however, were only thrown 
pell-mell into the hold, where, diſtaſed as, 5 
they were, they paſſed 1 miſerable night, * 
expectation of an end more miſerable; * for 
they, WO believed they were only to be 
releaſed 
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rele, from, their ngen t be Put $0 
death. 211 Abou Hh. bang, n * o eat 
with the King of Epagce, after many debates 
BY, renexred; their, former agreement, And. it 
Jas ſtigulated that, / before, leaving the Nile, 
ben Wen Pay eisht hundred pounds to- 
wards the ranſom, evacuate Damigttz, and 
Abe the remaining ſam. in the city of 
St. John d Acre. , Oaths were mutually ex- 
changed, and the, French Lords, taken. fm 
their captivity, and. ogg mares allowed to 
hops their misfortunes, would have an end. 

The diſgrace of the King and army reached | 
the, Queen, ang, overwhelmed. her with af. 
185 Sbe was pregnant, aud the news 
Was brought three days before delivery. Her 
terrified fancy pictured; the enemy at the 
gates of Damietta, where ſhe bad been left. 
Sbe ſaw, them enter the city with ire and 
ſword, and. her agitations, became ſo violent 
that it was thought ſbe would have expired. 
A knight, eighty years of age, who devoted 
himſelf. to her ſervice, left her neither day 
nor night. . The wretched Queen, ſtarted in 
her ſleep, imagining the barbarians were 
forcing her apartment, and the old knight, 
who held. her hand while ſhe llept, claſping 
it, then faid, F ear nothing, Madam, you. 


are 
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ite. fuſe. Sbe badet tfept'® möfnent, A8 ld, 
| ni and he an 

. Years! * ial the 
_ wight rid heflel" of Hue! dreadfüf . 

che ucen commanded all to leave Her chimn- 
except Her gaardiati; then, 063k 
ber knecb td him, ſhe" ſail,” © Promiſe 'me, 
«© Kniglit, to grant tlie fibbur 1 Thall ke 
* queſt, he promiſed' and mne eofitiflued. 
4 comfüre you; by the” faith” you" ihe 
« ſworn, | ſhould the Saracens take "it UG, 
e Win cbt "of" cy had" before F in 
«into? ther Hangs?” Madam,“ Teplicd 
| the Knight," . this, be Lertzin, 7 Watt wil 
. Ungly perform; I had indeed thougfit Cn 
the ſubzekt, Wand was refolved iſp to 
an take your life tha füffer them to ſeize 
* uur perſoh.“ This prbtiſe gave traf 
quillity to the Queen, and "the" day after 
this affecting fcene ftie Was defivered of”: a 
ſon, Hamed John Tristan, {the ſorrowful) 
aiding to the unbappy times" in Which Be 
was both! The ſame day they” infortdta 
her the” Genoele, the Pifans; who were in 
the” pay of France, * aid' the townfmen, il 
tended to fly from Dämietta. Shie ſeflt For 
the! Oye of them to” her ; 0 debe ang, 


281 4s TGT R H ' weeping, 
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' weeping; Kid; % Ror the lone f Göd, gen- 
. flemen, o nor abandon the cixy; it Will 
be ache deſträctibm of the King aud the 
- hols army j haue Pic) on the+idfant you 
ede lying, bolids mor? Tbey tepticd, they 
muſt die of hunger and 'ſhe;' imtmediately, 
a ordered all the proviſions in the city to be 
purchaſed and ſent them, ſaying they thould 
be maintained at the King $ expenee- Thus 
. n Damieua, che E of the 
* „The dige in | which Loni and} hes Tier 
a | priſoners were, bein g come near the. bridge 
of Damietta, the King ſent ſor the Queen 
a and Princeſſes on board. Qn the appointed 
day, all the French quitted the city, and em- 
barked in various ſhips, and the Egyptians 
: with them, who, being drunk, inhu nanly 
killed the ſick whom their treaty obliged 
them to take care of till they came to St. 
Sehn Acre This by no means be] oke up 
right intentions, on their part, and, in fact, 
a violent diſpute had ariſen among them- 
ſelves; the one part inſiſting on murdering 
the King, and all the priſoners, and the 
other in keeping their, ſtipulatione: ad- 
ding, that ſhould the ee, vio- 
i 5 late 


o E r. 3 
late their gaths they would be held che moſt 


infamous people on garih, The conteſt in- 
greaſed, and they dem a whole/day in doubt. 
Mean time the veſſels in which the unhappy 
eaptives were had been ſent a league above 
Damietta, nor were they left iguatant that 
they were intended to he, maſſacred.¶ At laſt. 
Aibah, the Turcoman, hoping to divide the 
temainder of . the ranſom , which was ta be 
paid at St, John d' Acre with, the Bahacites, 
V drew his ſabre, and ſwore he never would 
ſuffet the faith; of treaties thus to be violated. 
This ., terminated, the difference, and they 
agreed, to reſtore the French to freedom. 
| While, the Egyptians r meditated this abomi- 
nable act, the King was in high wrath againſt 
: 4 Lord, who told bim, that, in paying the 
pro nien ſum, they. had been.wronged of four 
5 pounds, Which the king ordered to 
be reſtored . hem, although they had already 
tailed. in A, part of. t ae eee 
But ni hne 118 L989 % nns Wini 4811 | 
err f #4: According to the Arab iris the fear, only, 
of loſing, the ranſom preſerved- the King and all che 
'prifaners : the barbarians, who ſo lately had drenched 
their hands i in the blood of their Sultan, would not 
have ſpared one of their aides __ * their intereſt 
""—_ Heir amel. DAIONGS 183 42 
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length, every thing being ſettled, the King! 
his brothers, and Queen, embarked for St. 


| _—_ d Atre, in 1556} Heven indnths and 


fone days after the taking \— ge 
falloning 3 N a The "King 
_ Rd. a fine perſon, underſtanding, for- 
« ps and religion. His good quilities 
atzrafted the. vencration of the Chriſtians, 


-w bad great confidence in him: he might 


7 © have eſcaped from the Egyptians by flight, 
45 either on horſeback or in a boat, but the 
« Ee king never would andes h his 


This work was s publiſhed at tos different times, and 
in three volumes, the firſt of which ended here, except 
a ſhort letter, expreſſive of the author's hopes and fears 
5725 Ning he ſucceſs of his work. . og 4 

kewiſe is the beginning of the next letter, 25 
4 ſhort coin ee mühen to the 0 vo- 


ene ee. 5 — ctioand the 
3 letter, during which the e 9 1 
Grand Cairo. C 
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1 Wes} r and | the kivourrble 


2 


> is called Sad by d the Arabs, 
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hundred. leaguęs, fertilizes that valley where 


the. wiſe; and the great, haye,, for three thous - 
fand years, gonę to;admire.ths. ruins: of a peo: 


ble who exerted. every faculty — | 
works immortal. Hog gait s e, L = 
40 We leave Old Cairo, the north wind drives 
| 95 rapidly againſt the current, the waters hays 
 receded, from the hills, but the. low parts are 
fill, inundated, | though the majeſtic, Nile, 
filently,, * Sntly, keeps retiring Ween 
and 9 follow his footſteps, age 
 ceflantly ſprigg where he ſa; lately | trod 

Here cucymbers and . 
ech and there the plough lightiy furrows the 
ſurface, 1811 ly. une n oxen, under the care 

of a ſingle man. Dourra and. con, already 
cover the high lands... [18:38 Upton 23. 
We are now... paſſing Jeziret, Dahab, 
golden iſſe, a meadow abounding in cattle,” 
af, which, i 19% mall village. On our left | 
leaye the grand moſque tat Eangbi, built 
the bank; of, the river, much frequented 
by the inbabitapts of Cairo, and; the object 
| of a: famous pilgrimage. It contains a ſſtone 
on Which the Muſſulmen believe the marks 
of the feet of Mahomet are impreſſed ; for 
ang reaſon they call it t "Altar "Enna 2 
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6f the prophets” The öffisteting Stieik 
takel cate to encdufäge this Pibus Faith,” ad 
panic rye es bor, ie Fits 
wealth Wolly centers, itr this Hae, e pres 
ſerves it as a thing moſt precious Ad 1 — 
it wil e ſumptucüs veil; Which ie lift up 
| for devotets?" from whom be expects x fmall 
pteſent:? The following account Thad” From 
« Lauy ef Chro, che wife of 4 Freuen met 
chant (% who bas lived of yeurd in 
| t 2 ˙nοe * 2100 V7 oll 1871811 7h 
T had bften Heard of Atzr EBnnddi; And 
od 16 Sflades F And was deſtrods to nee hie 
eefatnous ſtan „ My dteſs, eräctly teſem⸗ 
« bling that of the” Turkiſh" 'wottien,” hate 
© me ſuppoſed" one df tem; and 1 Went to 
te the mol; ue at on” hour when there Were 
not many people; I fequeſted the Sheik to 
ie ſlie we me che relle, and two Turkiſh 6“ 
men of conſeqͥ ce, efitering at the ſame 


L tire; teltifie@'the like deffre: He uncovered 


„ it: And! after burning ſome rich perfumes, 
Abt reciting paflages from the Coral; 
4 id, *Befiol# that acre mark! Wonder L 


418m 2d; gvailed nemme M So; Hill ng 
303 4 77 5 N 4 Nee Eee skug g ede haxe 
gained him mx, of th A e t urks, 

: 2 1% 15 20 N * e 110 eee „ 
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de tlie footitep of the gtesteſt 6f pröphbts 
ior" Manger Tue Turkim werben mY 
% Pested, With EntHubafin, ye, It Il bleed 
cerhe Foote} ef Aäbémet, the Steateſt of 
_ prophets 1” For my own part,” F aſſure Y6s; 
& notwithtakding itte Hot "{erupalots at 
« tention, I A nothing but 4 ſinôsti! Holle, 
«gar performed.” on Which T evuta adde er 
neitkler ttäces bf A foot Bf any thing Bt: 
Arg 1 Range is tine eieddſit) ef 
maß, wh enſlaves his reaſon, and makes 
Fit 57 (81, and hear what nͤver ekiſt⸗ 
ed! Thus, "ME! Toufnefört, bling" fett 
Wen à tomb was opened in one" of "tle 
| AFthipetage'iltes; in Which the peöple were 
convinced they © thould find 4 he fat 
only a lend Corpſe, Ralf wort eaten; while 
the Grekks perceived! an See ge pure 
fleſh and blood, Which, ; abcording to thern, 
had not the lxaſt offenſtbe fthell. ind £01008% 
Norden, in his delightful bus ef Egypt. 
has wen depteted the moſqus f Mtär El- 
nabi and its environs, Büt Wäs debeived it 
placing Memphis at Giza, didugk he ought 
not to be therefore reproached, for, he him- 
ſelf confeſſes. he. doubts this was not the real 
leite of that ancient 5 which I imagine 1 
. 15 | haye 


G K N K 1 . a 


bens perfecliy determined, io e 


ters; not ſhould, I again baue mentioned: that 
error, into which ſeyeral travellers haye 8 
did I not fear others might likeyile be de- 
ceived, Thus, miſled, the learned Jablonſki, 


(e] veioly, has employed: all his eee to 


| diſogyet / y bat he ſupf Po ſed to be truth. IT: 121 75 
. At ſome diſtance from Atar Eynabi, a ſmall 


village is ſeen, through, the, tufted date trees, 


wiers: the Turks have amoſque, and che Copts 
A conyent, named Dex, Ettin, the monaſtery of 
the figs3,0 0 doubt, 80 

abundant. 111 here are, two ſpecies; the firſt 
tors pn che very branches of the ſycamorez but 


is dry, and little eſteemed ; 1 the latter, the fame | 


that is culkivated i in F rance, is Juicy... ſweet, 
and;of an exquiſite flour, C 
bank are yillages, built on dle top of artifi-, 
cial amounts, 40 which the men and cattle 


retire during the inundation. Lucerge, ſowyn 


a6 che Nile, withdraws its Waters, Already 
forms 2 verdant zone around theſe ſmall, iſles. 
Wandering, Arab tribes have. pitched their, 


tents on the ſide of. ſandy. Hills, to to profit 
"2 This Gali pöoftioff bf Meniptis nid: 


to affirm the temple of Serapis vs erected! nr the ille 


ry mma ee e Has 3801 40 557 5 


cauſe 1 fruit is there 


n the caſtern, 


— 


v LET T. E B 8. 
he; * 19 95 88 e gu 1 


onth hs, 55 elr £ ttle to 
QUT: 1 1150 the Jo 19306 — = 87 hen 
raze in mea. Ws.\ hich or 19 8 
FR) 0 Jo they 9 
alturage fails „ Martyrs 
"259 6 vb 8 mo at lib 


155 paſſionately ove, e querab 


py 5 prefer 1 e h een f 2 Fj : 


111 Fluri 
| the " advantages 0 of {0 0 9 9 he, 
7 15 a of flavery, ag q th cir _ 

2068 21107 wet « le . 4 
Ein tyranny, on Fo © lea al cn tisfa Op 
ſtrike their tents, pack them upo u their cx 
4 


1171 8 


mels, | rayage | the open country id, 6. J 


v with booty, hide themſe]yes © among burning 


3 bende, whither they cannot be | 7 5 and 
EN Bey, only dare i inhabit. e ſcourge 
i of Egyp 855 Which they, ret pard as their 958 50 
m; : RT are dhe irlęcon nci able en enemies of _ 
(Ne of hor * 1 1 
Ly 9 who fear, and e al hor 45 


ren 


EF 


poſite the grand! pyramids, hich, | 
To are PEE aa feet high 


our boat follows the winding of the . river 


TOITE hay 1 8 
* their ſummits deſcribe, ſc ſegments of ci ircles 1 
"Phe! horizon... With l 2175 — t 

| # | 9 6 ha, 2 9810 WA ove 


mountains of 1 man riſe to, the regi ons of Ky 


DOT ON 


de] This hatred gave bitch to the French expfeſſion, 8 
Jrauer quelgu un de Turo d More; that is too ſahp With 
Rf Wit of MIN n deen S 


my Awful 


4, +4 


TE ERR ” MM 
Mitac often has the riſing 


lun en enlightened | them, hes heb burning 
nde at noon, a A gilded | th hem as h. Ws 
During how es ages have c e 
12 the Weber ſwift motion bg 
the 'carth, annually encircled this gran nd la- 
maar) 7 Man then has conſtructed W c 


edi fices, AY theſe edifices : are tombs ! Som 


a 


"authors, imagining the damage porter 
Hat opening the grand pyramid was the 
effect of time, have calculated how many 
of ges 'they x may till endure; but, the rinci- 

fle being falſe, they are infinitely ſhort of 
the truth. 18 me it ſeems impoſſib ible to o fa 

 when' they ſhall ceaſe to be. Thouſiga, of 
ar ages trence, ify undiſturbed by any tand Te re- 
volution it in the earth, travellers, Lang 
 bightened nations, ſhall 380 to admire theſe 
vaſt monuments; and ſay Europe ſearcely 
had a few ſavages ſcattered” byer her foreſts 


61S 9 


When 4 learned nation erected theſe ſap herb 
m0 auloleums, to ward the four cardinal x points 
bete, as monuments N its 21 and 
An 80 nical Knowledge! 2 by 
n Melons, peculiar to "OY manta; Abd 
Hellaoui, the ſlave of mildneſs; are cultvated 
ö in de W villages: flrin and Bfit- 


Ge tile, 


71111717 


d. 


other analy then up — (Bebaiſk; | 
during the beats“ ihty are very) agreeable; 
notritive, and healthy. Here, alſo iin pe- 
cies bf lettacg, with large; ſmooth, and high 
Jezves, much eſteemed: whole fields are co 
ered with them; being catch in protligious 
Auuntities , and their ſeed uſed to: make} dil. 
Hamlets are ſeen on the right and Jeftyins 
ve advance B], inhabitants arensHilling 
the land, which; in font months, will yield" 
chem abundant returns. ¶T e village f Ha- 
lovan appears on tho eaſtetn bank; ſurtound · 
ed by date trees, where the Mekias was 
when the Arabs conqueted Egypt. Mem- 
phis ſſood on the oppoſite ſhare; here] pre 
ſerving its name, the village of Menph how 
ſtands. Strabo, Pliny, and Abulfeda have 
_ deſcribed its ruins, and put this enen 
Here; ſtill, are heaps of rubbiſni ; but the c 
lumnus and remarkable ſtones the Arabs! bake; 
tranſported to Cairo, and placed them, witkh- 11 
out taſte or order, in theit buildings an 
moſques. This city extended al moſt to Sac 
cara, and was nearly : furrounded by lakes, 
Vhich ſtill in part ſubſiſt; theſe were ce |: 
: . e 297 
gc fathers, 


fathierte+:Thein tembs;: dagyin; ther rot and 
claſed-by a ſtone of propertionate) ſize, were 
conteed with ſand : and theſe bedies,jembaimb 
ed with ſoch cata, preſerted vit ſor much 
reſpect. the inhabitants of Saccara drag from 
their reſting place, and, ſhameleſs, fell them 
ta fureigners. This is the plain of mummmiesy 
anch heren is the well of birds, which; is de 
ſcended by the geid of a rope: it leads nta 
ſubterranean galleries, filled with earthern- 
veſſels, which contain the ſacred birds. They 
are ſeldom found whole, becauſe the Arabs; 
break them to ſeareh ſor idols of gold. They 
never take ttavellers to the places here they 
have ſdund "pt moſt precious things; but 
y hem, and haue ſteret paſſages 
Deeds deſcend. The duke de Chaul?- 
nes, when travelling in Egypt, penettated far 
into theſe; labyrinths ; ſametimes on his 
knees, anti; at others era weling. Preinſtructed, 
by: thel Hunorable Wortiey Montague, he caro- 
fully viſitedꝭ Egypt, and came: to one of theſe 
paſſages; which was cloſed, at the entrance 
by branches of the date: tree, interwoven, and 
covered with ſand, where he obſervedi hiero- 
glyphics, in relief, executed with the utmaſt 
perfection but his e eee J! 


2426138) ” : on 


= TOES nale otake cr 
idtatw ings, of the figures ( The Duke 
-thikks cheſe liieroglyphies, ami n 
#epteſent; might become a key 51 wc tk 
imple; outlines of which are only traced, 
and form a kind of alphabet, to chat unt 
telligible tongue. Be chis as it may, I fall | 
| {propoſe means, in a letter on that ſubjeQt;'to to 

attempt the explanation of theſe myſteriou 
characters, and xead, 0: on Egyptiat tonu- 
ments, the moſt ancient hiſtory of the world. 
Along the mountains which bound Se- 
cara, on the weſt, ate ſeveral pyramids, >the 
largeſt of which ſeem as high as thoſe of 
Gia. Indulge me in ſome reflections, which 
obtrude themſelves upon my mind, at the 
ſight of edifices that attract and fix my at- 
tention. Did theſe mauſoleums originate in 
the pride of the Pharachs; 3. and, muſt we at- 
tribute their conſtruction to vanity ? 80 
various writers have thought. But leave we 
an opinion, which has no otigin in the u- 
man heart. Kings build not palaces o in- 
e when dead. A more imperious, ſen- 


N 


V Memoire ſur les h s kieroglyp ;bics du puits de CCAIR» 


par M. le Duc wn POS. 


Ute ſation, 


ſatign, a, fear of the future, a perſuaſion of 

hat muſt happen after life, induced them 
_— thels, magnificent tombs Ig. Reli- 
zught them that, ſo long as their bodies 

were n preſerved, from corruption; their ſquls 
wopld not forſake them; and that, in three 
thouſand, years, they ſhould be reſtored to 
life. This belief occaſioned them to, raiſe 
buildings which, the genius of the greateſt 
ge len endearoured to render inacceſſible; 

the pyramidal form was given them, as the 
| moſt, durable; which form, alſo, referred 

tos their worſhip, by rendering homage to 
the ſun, whoſe rays it, imitated (%. If ſo, 
here fr a manifeſt proof this ancient people 
Þ clieved. the immortality. of the ſoul. Kings, 
now. een Mrs ee with 
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1 15 rk tus, MAULETDE., {417 * 5 CE&iTH95 3 
the > Pos 36, fas the obeliſks eps 
to the ſun ole ray ys they re N as their Egy 
tian pom enpty for a 48 well as the pan 
were, in Egyptian; named Pyrumuu, Sun's rays.” Vide 
_ Jablonſkj, tmc, III. The Greeks frſt gave. Ahemthe 
[ Lame of obeliſls 5 leaving, tp, the, pyramid chajeptulings- 
mis, from Hide, fire in which they! have preſerved. the 
Ancient etymology. „. Gbeliſks were firſt "conſecrated to 


the ſun, A 2H 997 0 ee 12 0 hour 
of the day. IL ST dk 


gy © 


— 
v + vas 
Fx þ ? J ; 5 4 
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| this world + for, them flowers, and herpa: 


14275 all, "Na ature miles upon ther 3. and, 
ad wo the faith. of Thy /Egyption, 1: 


eacles, "by which. they would een 10 
| aſcertain their return to earth. The religion 
of Egypt paſſed into Grecce, anc | Artemiſia 
; built a mauſoleum, for ber _huſbanc „in, the 
pyramidal. form. which roſe one of the ſexen 
wonders. of the world. 2 37 his uppoſition of. 
an immort ſoul, ſound among iſlanders, ſe- 
parated flom ergry enlighteped nation * 
immenſe. ſeas, | bas prodyuged a; monuime it 
which may well ſurptize us. The. people 
of it Oraheite, vnafliſted, 195 1 ns by 
cut ones, exceedin 
pyramid, where t! e be 
queen, repoſes. Wo Re | 
relations and friends, with 1 af 8 | 
ſped, hed pious "tears, and oh ſpirit of 
Obere a finds canlelarion ar behol ding, their 
5 and affection / re, He ei Gin 
Let u us leave the gloomy deſerts of Saccara, 
where we, walk 1 upon, . chole bp PY 


rapide, which in olpire mel anc 
5557 — IJ verk g9TEW JUS 
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( i) Hawkeſworths weren, Vol. 1. Pose 165. 
Aan „ 
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O "rn yer. 5 
Te, ald th "lake; ober which they bore 


revddenGh(+-* oP are ATTY OT 


2 


daes th 
; rched fand 
as, the pure:ſky, the 
d fields which erer in inſt 
ecken de Würceb off plenty. Wt "Havin 
_ the'fearful! picture of ſter 59, 8 

an irie æpreffible charm is it to view tl 55 15 
cundity'of Natu Ire, fie waits the man, ex- 
piring in the defert he traverſes, to impart' 
ſudden delight, and a new 'fouree f life. 3 
We are feven leagues ab ove. Old" Cair iro; 
and here th e Nile, impe eded b e 
eaſt, tan: bee ene the lands of 
Libya. According to 10 Herodotus, (#) © one 
of de vb at hs raiſed a mound, and turn ned 
| rſe between the mountains, forcing it 
care — into the 'bay that then over. 

d all the Delta, and thus gave bien 

to * celebrated iſland, which don ep-" 
crodches u pon the Mediterranean. The an- 
cient bel, which the Arabs call Babr dels 


na, A a ſea without water, may ſtill be rraced: 
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It ĩs avery wikeredidkiveld with He rerhäin bf 
boats, by which it was formerly" nuvighted; 
now petrified, : very large parts of Which 1 
have ſeen bidught to Grand Caitb! A long 
banl is ſtill found, between Sacbara and 
Dachhour, thrown up to deſend Memphis 
from the inundation, if it ſhould brèak lib 
mound: and alſo froin the totrents of fahds 
Whieh the winds drove from ithe Libytn 
hilleld: g. hat Hf 43th c8irquad bollss 
The iſle of Terfaye is at ſorne:difance fron 
 this:elbow 3! here they dre beginning to pläfit 
water melons: and cucumbers,” The Egyp- 
tians cultivate a ſpecies of the lattet very ſriwll; 
called Couſa, of which they are excecdibgly 
fond: it is mild; tender; and very delicate; 
they eat it in their ſallads, but the fioſt uſtial 
mode is to pick out the ſeed, and fill it bpb 
with haſhed meat, rice, and ſpiees; evoked 
thus, in jts own juice, it is excellent! Be- 
yond this iſland Dachhour is ſer; up the 
countryz; to which there is aveindl, 'with 4 
ſtone bridge of ſeveral arches,” Strabo 
and nee place Acanthos fir leagues 
buche auantle 31981 (TOY; od ellick plies 11 
iN Likilend dr 19420 Dun 1 N Guis 
(0 Lib, 4. ons Ox: ee 
$18" „ 


ſcom Mom pliis, on the ſamno filo of and at 
| 2 ere which leite Pera 


temple of Odris now xomthbaleftibyeiſh but 
weſt of tha village, on the ſide of the mound 
tain as 14 grand pyramid, a continuatio f 


thpſe of gaecara and Giza - 
The ſandy plains , which extend alongithe 

bills, are ſcattere with ſtones, vulgarly 
called Egyptian flints. Round, like pebbles 
thein rough dorſnos: Goal pot: invite ay on to 


in neee ines capable of being 
highly poliſhedi and moſt of them. contains 
ing che, figures of herba, plants, and ſhrubs/ 
ſo as often to form charming landſcapes] 
Theſe dark lines, moſt elegantly traced; vars 
ſenting a vaſt variety of deſigns, and diffe- 
rent ſnades. There is great choice, for the 
ſands are covered with them. I ſaw only one 
Jew, at Cairo, Who had the art to work 
them into boxes, and knife handles, for 
which reaſon he took care to be well paid. 
The ſmall hills beyond theſe plains abound 
with oyſter, and other petrified, ſhells. Pro- 
ceeding ſouth, from ee we traverſe a 


e : vaſt 
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8 20 | 2 8 Se” 
5 8 have the honour. to be. be. 
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050 as "oo erupt 
144i - 2/25 i math ace 2 

D avert 1 a {Haz ust a bar 
oo 102925 e eee rng ich 
A u yd e tlie od 16 An oth brig gu 
r 5 i . ET: 
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DOT _ Grad Caign.. 


Hawn contains no l 
more have excited enquiries and diſputes, 
among the learned, than the lake Meris, 
and the labyrinth; which, as I have faid, 
this province contains. The extent of the 
one and the ſeite of the other have, by turns, 
Vo. I. A been 


= # 51 OrAE A 


3 12 5 ;Ge nd ere to, gongUiate 
arties, ave creat byrinthg (u). 


oo mp nt 385 * oo 5 NN 


I ay 8500 ae e e hd the "ak, Migeris 
5 ging 6 a" 5 je bag employ 
Jun 8 RS arms, of wit to ridjgule; the, ger 
ag end eee 
have far arkene ened the ON ds of ingentainty..and 
fa d crit If Uh, GAayeur, tg find 
ator 25 ng 1 5 e 3ngicnts, who ſometimes 
pare e 31 ee eee S%0afally | 
N 51, IR 2 5 exaciy deſeribed 
1889 185 5 Pas Mu hiengd traveller, vi- 
15 400 k 1 50 lar by aden. 
| Cope 50 W Zingg monuments.; he 
5 1219 a N Witting Acanthos, Jg wg. leave 


5 51 Apbroditopolis..(r Where 
5 e acre b ite ox is kept. (The xillage 
15 2 70 15 8 che woß learned geo- 
her 1 e L; the. place 178 here the eity of 


— gyßte. to ellid 
7 We ee „oder, dit dur tu. 


niv 

0 Voltaire. fr omit; 0 91 g aft bm { 

(4). Wa Writs: wo at 25191 H 90 9810 
r]! The eity of a 00 0 Mint l 89 
210 r D' Atville} Mem fur 


Pococke. Don 2 balls , 9192 
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ved, Bet.) de psd wh Mule is the 
4" Hethleotfe prefecture, fi ituate' in a large 
and! he" 0 s, cut 408 
rivet th the lake, 4 © one from the village of 
Both, and the other ang "near Tamich, 
bn this wha.” tHe! Leia -abl e 
Fol Heir Bapäthdut en indict 
ie" df" Pericles (/), we caphiat ef this 
pivitice”” Here” I — ruinous e 
ick öntzin only a fe oi 1 yers of ſtone: 
Strab continues, „ Nest Had 5 
ede Wel, abt ie two branc 
vn le" Wall 8, and ee he 
 iptefttttite.of Arſinoe, the he fineſt And ig 
700 in Egyßt. If We eiter, Fro cnt geo- 
grapher on the naß, we fall fipd thele 
places have foffered FJittle 9 and ſhall 
be cohdiifted direaly* to Fayour m, the Capi- 
tar f All this cbuntry; x modern town, 
though Ye otleatt of its walls ar Z 
hills of ruins, in which we diſcoves. veſtiges 
affe 2. The Arabs collect the fand 


in 
(t) Named the great, o diſtinguiſh it from another 
city of Hercules, in Lower Egypt, near Catispus.:) 
(% The ancient Crocodilapolis, where the bed 
crocodijes "PER ee eb gs 
Egypt, called it Arſinoe. 
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ns 
Nod Hae birth of 6/16 Ald 
Ki and IVa „At Mme atflüte ano 
Ac reltz dip itb pedal” The Be Hö ümalt 
Which Has OT POTION 5 
the ravages of batbaflans, teiftyetbo fcet ih 
Elrdurhferttics, at "th" baſe, ad out kf 
High! Its fides aboutid in hier glyPhies, dl 
vile? inte Colom, did ftquently NY 
'its\cotniers'are brokenl, and a block of 
granite of Which it is {bale is dl 180 to 
about one half of its heiglit. * Strabs 'forlakes 
üs Herd, to deſctibe the Tak ee Meris, "nn of far 
fm Atffnlce, and the Labytinth” on its ber- 
ubs; he does not preciſely” Wan 
vit Herod and ß &, "Ind fil 
kay Let 0 toutes m ,j?t 
er Fayourn, and Proccedi. ug v welt- 

hr. 


45 [4 S 211 ml 
Ward, we © croſs pe. 255 canal Ba ou- 
? 2 = 


ii UO $1394 148 {1 - HUT -6 
bel ph, the river, of Jaſeph. Lc che village of | 
„Neſle, lying to the left, are no traces of an- 
tiquityl After a journey of two 3 


Welt, a Gatidy and ſterile plain is foubd 3 and, 


n 1 lens ö Ww iT is! 
preſently, mountains of, Tt 0 covered, 
e 2 „league in extent. The fixſt heap 
Qmilis2 eds1A di 30-actegt ali bag not nao 
r Herodotus, lib. a2. F tolempycdibdge cis 1. Saris? 
wi 5 ET the 
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che Argbs Fall, Balgd \Caroun,;;theguillage..or 
bo tow 7 .,Cargun.; the (ſecond, Caf FCATAUN, 

the. palace of Caroun, A In the ſpace her 
tween, enormous ſtones arg..exery mhere-ſeat- 
date ohut the. moſt, remarkable, remaĩꝑs are 
Abe, FFC 
Earquniis f. large building, ſeverel apartments 
ef, which (ll, are ſtanding, and fyll, of ;ghe | 
hafts gf columns, round; it is a portiga, half 
| demoliſhed and. ſtairs 95 are found, by lame 
ede Y: aſcended, to the; upper, lo- 
dS 1. by gthers deſcended. to thoſe under 
K round. 1 5 Nen is particularly fixed 
by ſeveral, narrow; low, and very Ian cells, 
which em 8 bays. hed, po thet uk than 


4 5) The Ar inal teri Carens a Gry 
powerful man and fay he cuuld) Ioad feveral camels 
pi < keys, HF apartments that contained, his. trea- 


7 4 b aſſertion we may c collect 
1 wer 1 7 . Sp) the word, Se 185 


| alli ja © with! Ib the dtn wall ho- 
-_ he ferried the budies of the Kings :dVerthe 


_ ake, Morris, ib depoſits them in- the abyrinthyofixyliich == 


lame, title apger- 
oe 


im who per fo Yrmed the ſame office for the inha- 


biene bf Menptiis Ger that lake. Soß ppoling t is 
esnjectare tre, we Thall/ here nnd Me origin Uf the 
Grecian Charon, and the reaſon of the Arabs calling 


theſe ruins-the palace of Caroun e oboisH ( 
Ne ey that 


the was (guardian, e dgubtleſs, the {a 
ROE | 
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thaticof icontainihg! the bodies of ;the fared 
aroaodiles, brought hither from:\Crdeedjlo- 


Polis, where ithe/ prieſts kept, and: tha people = 


adored, them. Theſe remains, dying towards 
Libya, a league from Hirquet Cateun, ofor- 
merly the Jake, Maris}; can only: oorreſpond 
Vith the labyrinth, to which the anciento 2} 
aſeribe this ſcite; and do net notlee: any eity 
ſo ßtusted Let us read the deſdription of 
this famous place, now, in, parts/cetwereth by 
fands, in Herodotus, that we may fotmaſj uſt 
Idea of Bebit toe znigitto dogs bus 
_ 1:11) Ther twelve kings, fa electedicbynthe 
5, Egyptians built the labyrintb, on the 
| 2 bank of. the lake Mqhris, on theofame 
dice with the; city of the crocodiles, which 
572 Appears ton me 0 ſurpaſs all that ſame has 
_ F* fſaid. If we examine tho conſtruction of 
the walls, and the nature of the labour, 
% we {bal}. find it impoſſible to eſtimatt᷑ the 
immegie cuſti of this huilding. . The tem- 
Kalle iR pheſun it ona of cha wondors o 


244 al 8. Strabo, lib. 27. \Herodotps,? lib, 2 K We 

| lib. 4. All. agree in p c N * the labyrinth beyondſ the 

city of Arlinoe,, toward, Libya, and an the bank of, the 

lake Mœris, which is the oo fnuation of theſe ruins. 
(a) n lib. 2 


s the 
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void World, as i that ingſtie öS f Same. 


Naeh pyrstnid, fngly, thuats//in gfaindeur, 
iche fümerous unhI great würde of Grebecz 
yet tree, however magmifcentꝭ muy ndt be 
««0tompare® tothe labyrinth {327 A robf uf 
144g extent covers the twelve palades ten 
«© anbe i foind-thiough twelve dvörsf f 
eifreing tlie norch and fix the fouthi T 
„ rreitbeloftd by! a thick and Exteufive wall): 
e theowhols edifite cenſiſts of wwoiftories, 
un the ont above the other under round, | 
«© and each contains fifteen hundred apart. 
a mehtb . I viſited the fit; Ent relate What 
0 have ſeen ; as to the ſeeend;"thekeepets 
ene not fuffe#/mbiirs deltend, "Bing, 
4irthe bollies of th6'Rings;> HD buitt>thtm, 
Hand thoſe of Abenberg br S65 lied pelt : 
nere prefervell of theſe? therefbre, 1 
«edn oily irchnte what N have BEE told. 
© Humati-induffry bay diſplayed all dts P. 
41ers>in{ the; Uiſtruburiontof ithe>upper its. 


. gba het Porters. the Palliges, „from 


eh, Recelledk} Sark iglpeing benen 
hiltbry ar! he Olympic games, where He was crowried 
by the hioſt enlightcied judges'of D age 4 10. v2” 
eins ac io ao Do $9 el. AD ls 
oY Ht nen 9 8 


» 
ag 
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Yoballs to — ahambers tows 
*f1thinetsy from xdhjnets t tarraces und from 
Entbtrabes into othen apartments; form winds 
$ings ſd numehousf and ſo different, Jowas 
never westy oft udmitfing ichebart with 
nenen. bean conſtructod. l Malts 
<*;tooks; all are f= tone various ſigured 
<a5tfully.ſculp turod, ate ſcen her and thore. | 
$(Rodddiothe:i billa-are dg Lxolumnsy 
meſtiy of bite marhle. A pyramid, euch 
Hofe itsqſides twedundred;.andofifty ſeet in 


5 5 <, Width; and through which 5s the deſcent 


ig the: fabtereabean| chambers; tortniates 
Authedabytinth.“ Na lei aunaboid 
»;Huck is thendaſcription of Hechdotus, An 
thoughi:that.of| Straboife.)guwho? viſitech Ge 
_ fame: place, many ages after him; bes ribe! 
exactly accord, it ſtill. confirms this actouiit 
in general; deſcribes winding andi waridus 
regs, end ſo artfully contrived it was 


impoſſible ig. ener, any g, be palaces, 
or. leave. it haxing entered. Without. à guides: 
Strabg ays, .magnificent-icolumns-ſurrounds- | 
ed>i theo principal” apartments; the Walls 
590 Is e a bn os {15 ao: ey of as” 
2 Db 19 411119 2547 26 7604 nil coitimonps9 23136 
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were built with vaſt tones ande on thertop 
ofcth&roofgaanrimmente: iplatiorn was ice; 
which ſeemed a ꝓlain of rocko iat beholding 
which the mind owas.aſftanithedsc: It igarue 
haipretendscithe; Jabyrinthioongained twenty 
ſeten palaces; where the States f of Hp 
aſſemhied. cat certain periods for it 
ouſſion of affairs, moſt ĩmportant ta gde 
ment, and religion z abut it! is grohable Abe 
twelve. mentioned by Herododtugo wererate 
_ terwasd divided-intoitwahty«feveripatts}oor 
that, in the interval of zages!! betweejs ptheſt 
tan hiſtorians, the edifice: had been enlarged? 
Diodorus Siculus, Pliny, 'ando:Puinpetitus 
Mela Aaſeribedi Withoathining!) ſcenputhe 
labyGaoth;; cofiying\andoempellthing!thiztad! 
fiſh authorg,:but:gare:no gewninformations? 
The) founder of the labyrinth. iempknownsy” 
caghi1yriter: / names oh r ſevcrali nd 
2] i 69413602 Wala e bas  molly1 
e Nikola iy" bp itt wal Bp de 
twelle/Eirigs) Wh boverned Egypt, „Viel ranhAlug0 : 
ont of che elueß i puſſeſſed himithf of ſovereigu powen.c 


Strabg, attrihutes its copftruRion] to; Iſmandes,ciwhoſe; 
body, he ſays, repoſes in the pyramid, ſtanding at one 


of its extremities, Pliny, that it was built by Pete ſueus 
ve, Hits but, as he cites contradiQory authorities, _ 
: EH ut 


the 
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moſtlyo different, which varieey of op ln ton 
' indicates it wu not the work of one but ruf 
- ſaverall king. on Sd Vit didw ts 
This monument, regurded by Pliny: ax the 
moſt+aſtoniſhing effort of humun genius, no 
more is to be found, except amid the ruiris 
of Balad Caroun and Caſr Caroun 2 Heres 
after, when Evrope ſhall have reſtored to 5 
Egypt the ſcientes ĩt received thenee; per- 
haps; -the ſands and rubbiſh which hide the 
ſubterranean part of the labyrintix weill be 
removed, and precious antiquities” obtained. 
Who can ſay but the diſcoveries of ine learn. 
ed vere) preſerved in this aſylum; -equally 
impenetrable to the natives and foreign 
ers? If the duſt of Herculaneum, tit ff 
confiderable city, Bas preſefved ſo many) 
tarities, and inſtructive remains of art and 
| fifteen» hundred a apartments in which the 
archives of Egypt were depoſited, ſinte the 
governors aſſembled here to treat on the moſt 
important affairs of religion and ſtate? But 


© M14 & 


but augments incertitude. Diodorus pp the 5 
rinth is the work and the tomb of Mendes: Pompohius 
Mela attributes it to Plammetichus, I. ee 


%uoly 7 : I muſt 
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_ E:niwſh notthesiandulgalin conjeStare;! ft , 
time to ſpeak of the lake Meeris, romane 
of which may be here diſcovered; 1 firffiets 
ently: grand to fix the attention: Horbllo- 
tus e] and Strabo /{f) mark its cite by fen 
clariag the labyrinth was on its: banks, and | 
nemitig the citios that ſurroundect it. „HN 5 
thog,2:t6:5the ſouth; {A phroditopalis»tanthe 
_ caſt ab Atſinoe on the north. Diodorus g 
and Phony sh conſitm theſe authorities; by 
_ pkcitig) itiawenty-four leagues from:Mems 
phi: between the province; ſbrealedy o and 
that of Arfinoe, which unanimity gives every 
debrable gentitude «td: truth. Had: this lake; 
however, {totally diſappearedz like the lake 
Mareotis,::doubts-miphtbe'emitertiindd, but; 
m:the yeryoplace:theſt hiſtorians? deferibe; 
 adake: 35) Rill:iſecn; called Birquet Caroun, 
more dshanꝰ fifty leagues in circumfes 
where fore, unlef we? zefiſt {cohviflion>5ne 
muſt hete acknowledge the remains of Mœ⸗ 
tis c By Wend OG andicrus . 
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 bng) Herodotus determines! the ſcheenos aids 
Egypt, at four miles, r —— — wa 
mi make 75 leagues. Stra igdor 
e their 0 eee 
He otus. The baſe e of Egypt t, then, is determi 
; e Ach. being eg ual” Win circutnfe b age 
k 3 22611 8 1155 iat. 8 the 
TY agus 


ceris, this circu mference mult alſo 
"am oÞli iged tobe thus circumſlantia becauſe d this 8 paſ- 
hg has been produAtive of many Errors, moſt writers, 
attending 01 only to the firſt part 0 'the 247 W i | 
Herodotus © 1 the lake 3500 ſtadia, an nd givi ving to 
each ſtadium its uſual value of about 100 fathom 5, have | 
made the lake Meris 1 50, and 180 tea gues in el 
rence; put whoever will examine. "he a ag ge il fu 
the 3600 ſtadia a are "determined t 4 0 60 ich gen choenl,. 2 : | 
Teas Zo and, Cenfegdentfy, the author" eftims fa 
ſtadia of 50 farhors, I Lick not i EE ud 
fore obſerved, but x5 know this paſlag ©, 0 8 
bas | given | oi to all the w 8 e en 5 ; feat, 


with the arm of ridicule, has com mbated the e A 
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near, the mi dle 1 three ==> 
A ect b 7218 55 1 2 5 219 
beticat 0 the Wate 5 tet L as mpch 


3 q& 
20 bove, which prove the lake to hay & heen 
of Ay yo $291 Vach v6 1 4 has 


man. Each of | m 4; .cq= 
Y, [ We + 2 has 3111 
1 0 ſtatue, at the top, ſeated on a throne: 


$their 1 total height is a ſtadium of fix hun= | 
dted feet #7). -i/Therlake octupite (land 
„ 3 4 
its ters Being ſipplied' by he Nile, | 
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1 of "180 leag ag des ;, Large 1 os beth reiz 1 
81 Bit The: | 

Ja and B o oy ALY, maint ined 1 b 
d © un 3 125 Ni 277 | 


ence wi 75 : 
5 * 1 — 5 LR. ee niſhed. "ts, exten 
me 15 it ome 20 eagues; and Anville, "defirpus, of 
@Z 1991] Nom 10119 9 0 IY 

2 iating e wich, has, in his ap of ERPs 6 

al xd a gr rand hal, and 1 it the lak . Tot 

a5 been no more fortynate than the. others. The fo fon 
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And fituation « of this A —— d e * cqntradict 
PI 0 reſpettable a auth orities of © 0 | 
bait wi 97 2 1g 20 
It ſen t greateſt 90 5 4 is from, £9. wet, | 
AL G 9 75 55 * 841 OO 
8115 18 migh ht 1 ho0p m, Arlinoe to the cangl 
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bys U di charge £4 f emortel 07,10, cibsÞ} 
9 erodorus eb 1977 5 E | adium in, b both. theſe | 
but Ha ing reduced, it, to 50 Aga ” 


ll 8055 
| 0 ored jt ee 10. in the ſecond, 1 5 neceſſary 
. 0, rema the Radium, here, is boo cet. 


ce which 


4 DET TER 
$6: whichy/ flo inte it aul nens The 
4-year: theſe waters ure retur hdi the Giver 


1 months? T6 the! firſt 
iſhery daily produces à talent 
1 of f. ver for ur 1 ] 
Ani only-in; The: ſecond. The natives 
Leſay a: canal is dug through the mioubtain 
„n which extends e 
Memphis. This is a diſcharge By Which 
dhe ſupcr-abandant waters arè carried weſt 
% ward, among the Libyan fandsi I aſlted 
hat had become of the earth dug fem 
, the lake; and was aflured it had been 
G darried to the river; and walked by the 
&-current-into:the ſcastons zich andy : 250gedt 
The relations of Strabo and Herodotus 
mutually. explain each other.. "The pros 
< vince of Arſinoe /n contains the marvel- 


„ lous lake Moeris, which, for its extent, 


: "colour," and ſores, wenig a ſea. Peep 
4 2515 it is vaſt, it receives, at the beginning 
the inundation, the waters; leſt they 
derum he fields und Habirations 6f 


xt D B. oe 1 YOIT 2 8 2111 >} 1 28. 211 01] 77911 


(n) J have noted etc of this cal in che 


ams l Yo inst 2993 2463 Moms! earroitid 10 2209. 
(n) Strabo, bb. 17. | „ 12 4d 
19) | : lg 
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men, through. large canal Wem the 
Nile decrcaſes, theſe vuters arm returned, 
o ſby tyro other ennals ( chaſa f Tamieh und 
de ouch) which, like che firſti Water tlie 
*< lande z c ſluicas ate formed;: at the) hend of 
ther canals, which are opened at pleaſure; 
© 49; Admit;; or return the waters. . Vo). 
Though chis paſſage does not determine tlie 
extent of che lake, it proves it to have heen 
very great. Diodorus Siculus follows! Hero- 
dotus, Who allowe it to have been ug | 
ſtaclia, ax ſeventy-five) leagues, in circum- 
| ference... Pliny: eſtimates it at two Han- 
died and fifty thouſand paces, neut eighty | 
leagues : thus the ancients -agres/oma'"point 
ſo much diſputed by the moderne, nohs of 
8 proaſs of their opinion 
wine Sti 2niz3onon N onA l n 


1228 1 Diodorus 8 ener drr. it coſt gd talents ! or 
to open theſ ſluices: 1 is ifficult ta diſcover 
| = ung cEaABK 15 to 1 7 this fable. Heroda- 


tus and $erubo; he vöftted and barefully e examined theſe | 
places, mention no ſuch thing zr de Pliny au Pom- 
ponius Mela, ho, citing all tha ancienta had writtets 

relative to the lake Mceris, would not have omitted a fact 
2 


aordinarye;; Its great improbability added to che 
flence of hiſtorians e IS the falſity of this aſſers' 
e eee er dcn e (ny 


ie 8 to 


in, * though lox 
This land vat ſermegy e 
finds; becauſe the ſtiram; ĩmn 
—— 
t 25 of the Te; conceivec oe af the 

l fojetts third c che min 
of matt, Which ke bad the glory” 


| He Riblvel't change this der. Into a w. 
full Eke, and, When 


led hack dug and cleared the foil; in various 
P eng be cu 1 |, fort 


8 


and three. 


4 water near eighty 


1 2255 
ed due Waters ö 
b eie OCs 
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off I E F. ERS 0 
zinundation, directed at wi U One path was 
Agturnęd to the, Nile, orocha urn. 
Vigation, ggther, branched iot s innumer 
Tixulete, watered the fielen pro ar 
lity eren t0,; fandy. hills. u Thia works: che 
- moſt paſt and uſeful the garth.over-contained, 
un ted enery advantage, and. ſupplied che de- 
ficiencles of a lo inundation, by retaining 
Water which, would havecufeleſsly: been ex- 
| -panded in the ſea. It was: ſtill mote highly 
benęficiah when 8 
„Peene daten zperfduit 


this, artißci {a _ — and 
gegen Areadful. ravages, 8:19anal 2was out, 
ph dr out vhiah the ſuper 
abundant. Waters were dis among the 
Ay bian fan nds. Hiſtory lors no aiwotk io 
.gloripus, por, is it wonderfalantiqi ity. eſterms 
Ait ahgve, the pytamide umi dabyxinth z for 
Mith the (grandeur of che enterptige it inglud- 
tl + 48651 PH: 10 digeb. gal 
EI. on nf de by mountains and on che other by mounds 


and fluices, dug on the canals of Bouch amieh, 
"Key <qualled the height. of the Een is to 
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gold ah ity feet l ref "than e "uſual 
. l e BH, 5 213. 20101 es val 
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N. the;happlaeſ 'of the people. "Thus" the | 
Egypttang, who deteſted the kings by whoa 
\they-were f oed to remove mountains that 
pyramids might be raiſed; bleſſed the” te- 
wory of Mœeris, and his name is everlaſting. 

This lake has nearly lot all its advantages 

he barbarians, in Whoſe hands' Egypt Has 
remained for twelve centuries; have deftroyed 

or ſuffered moſt of its monuments to periſh. 
\ The: .de Mareotis is dry, the canal of Alex- 
No longe! -navigable, and Merris 18 on- 

Jy: ley: Jeakuey-in circumference. Were the 

. of Joſeph cleanſed, in which the mud 
| is very deep. the ancient moùnds repaited, 

_—_ the ſluices reſtored; this lake mig 

- again ſerve the ſame putpoſes, might prevent 

the evils: of a:t00- great, and ſupply the de- 

fects of A 100 feeble, inundation ; might ex. 
tend. as; formerly, from” Neſle and Arfinge 
to the Lybian mountains, and fliew the aſto- 
niſhed traveller 3 a ſea which man had made. 
Its depth, of three hundred 4 according 
tothe ancients, may be exaggerated,” but 
much leſs than 5 is "ſuppoſed, | Its bottom 
15 d forme tmed by by mountains, and i is VE- 
low figce 1 Nile runs ito gens = 
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Nene A witty IF 16 — d, it, ait de ry deep. 
hood, thele_ re 3 Fove Pee 15 


wake us adopt a 0 pinion 61 the ancients, 


ex. Yea RT Induce 139911 le ae ty 31 


44 1 eee 9996 _ . 4 
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before we cal call theit vie ITE G8“ von 


The pyramids lero otus d def Wees no 
107 nager ſubſiſt, and, apparently, did not in 
the Auguſtan age, ſince Strabo does not men- 
tion them. On the north of Birquet Caroun 
we. perceive a headland, which, doubtleſs, 
was, formerly, an iſland that ends j in a rock, 
covered with ruins. This, perhaps, was the 
baſe of theſe ſepulchres, Which having 
two coloſſal ſtatues, ſeated on thrones, 
"on their ſummits, and riſing out of a ſea, 
the waters muſt have formed a fight ſach” as 
"the whole world could nowhere elſe afford. 
1 do not give theſe conjectures as realities, 


"but, you will | own, Sir, It Was not mofe 
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(4) The reverſe happened, e Z the nn 

; = waters were carried to the lake Meeris, by the ca- 
nal of Joſeph, which was, deeper, and which. preſerved 
them by means of fluices. They were afterwards re- 
turned to the Nile, when ante! through the canals of | 
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Noh E,T T. E. RN. XXVII. 55 5% 
ws - avods Sis, Je en 10 eoitgged 
Qu.the produtiins of the rouvimte-of Fapuum: 
ts mangfactures, o artis, and inbabitamin its 
aſields, faded by orange ge er, and eluſtering 
-ufgſe trees; tbe flowers. of. nohich, .ftitked; 
. Held... excellent , raſe-watete 1; The abundant 

Aldery of the late and canali, and tbe nume- 
e water ſouule, The: capital city and its 
government. ol Vd S io ns 
iq A at N * as * on ei 9vilo art *? 
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10 eaob129. on ni S182 Ss 199939 -9v-11 
-01q 304-21 foi 10 fit it o nnd Ne 
PHI E preceding letter, Sir, affords>dlif 
n cuſſion, only, to the mind, and ruin: 
49 the et He who would tear away the 
Veil with which 4 ſpace of three thouſand 
veats has covered theſe, manumedts muſt ex; 
pect no better; but I will now endeavour to 
relieve you by an account of the preſent ſtate 
of Fayoum, hoping the ſubject will. furniſh 
pictures leſs barren... The moſt pleaſant ſea- 
ſon, bere, is che approach of Winter! The 
mild and 5 1 witids, ke thoſe of France, 
n the fineſt days of ſpring, are ful more 
: 19 x 2 : pleaſing, "= 


Fre, 


. 
nals are full to the brim, and the fields co- 


vered with' g fs;veget bles, and torn, The 
On of mature ago: where —_— for - 
frairfubof Bgypt."" Steabo. c Nerd een 
tuties ages has, described it. . The pro- 
| einde of Arũnoe ſurpa 


les all otliers in beau- 
yz ridhes; and the variety of its productious. 
ey alonej produces ie moſt perfect olbes, 
« and from which the Egyptians might make 
excellent oil, were they leſs negligent, for 
« the olive is no where elſe found in Egypt, 
if we except thoſe reared in the gardens of 
3 -Alexandtia, the fruit of which is not pro- 

«iperits'make oil.) Iriabounds lings, 
—— ſeells of all kinds.“ 
Could this hiſtorian return to Fuyourm he 
would i find ib prodigipuſly changed the la- 
byrinth deſtroped: imarſhes; were palaees 
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ſquare, , and the ſun 1. in the centre. one. 
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DIES frm. W 
KE matt not quit Achmim, Sir, without 
mentioning” its miraculous ſerpent. Above 
| A denküty Airlee, * 1 50 Turkiſh prieſt, named 
SHANK" Haridi, who paſſed for a faint, died 
Here, and had à tomb built over him, with 

a Unpola, at the foot of the mountain, to 
which- people came from all parts to pray. 
Aftother prieft, profiting by their credulity, 
petfitaded thet God had commanded the 
Tpint of Scheilk Haridi into the body of a 
ſetpent, many of which, that are harmleſs, 
Are found in the 'Thebais. - One of theſe he 
Had tavght to obey him, and, appearing 
With his ſerpent, dazzled the- vulgar, by 
für prizing tricks, and pretended it had power 


over aff difeaſes. Some happy 'cures, which 
. nature or imagination wrought, gave it great 


celebrity; and the ferpent Haridi would no 


longer leave his tomb, except for princes 
and wealthy perſons. The ſucceſſors of this 
prieſt, following his principles, had little 
trouble to increaſe the credit of this advan- 
tageous error, and they affirmed, excluſive 
of its firſt. virtue, it was immortal. Of this 
they pretended to make a public trial; the 
ſerpent was cut to pieces, in the Emir's 
a preſence, and. depofited, two hours, un- 
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ingus madehorthy of theiwealthe and-qualith 
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the Lokoanndt be dured unleſs the: ſexpent: e 
praſcnty a pare: vingia) muſt; go nnπẽůỹ˙olitit 
ani}; that they mai be certaipraryeriyoung 
girkis choſenþ whb is decorated in n finechabit] 
anal wuth a garlzndiof flowers. After he hb 
prayed, the ſerpent, noc theiprigltd 
intention, makes circles round the young 
| ſuppliant, and comes and repoſes upon her. 
The virgin, accompanied by multitudes of 
people, gpl, vast age tih Nn pries it 
off in triumph, Tis not in the power af 
reaſon to perſuade theſe credulous ignorant 
| Egyptians they are the dupes of knaves; 
they believe as ſincerely in the ſerpent Haridi 
as in their N the very chriſtians no 
more 


mers doubt \ith-virtae than Abel Tubes chab 
aſſierm this ſerpent ĩs the dt mn A ſmodbusa 
who killed: the ge wen hoſbends of the wiſecbE 


baying metamorphoſed: him, brought hit 
hither; that God might thus :deceive ĩnſi⸗ 
dds. ch Thea ferpent has acted'a miratulbus 


Abbnitcichosipaſs-for a-god;:and-how cugen 
the ifick people: of Achmim. This! ferperit is 


of the fume fpeciel with ihaſe Herodotos dei: 
ſcribes which: were: ſacred! among then 


cient Egyptians who called: them Mgatim 
Daimbnes, (Au οναννανν . Good Geniĩ ? and 
they were the types uf Cnepli; 8 fymbolieal 
deny; ſignifying divine goodneſs. ot bons! 
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